




Convene Steering 
Committee to plan 

Public Forum

Convene Public 
Forum to identify 

service unmet 
needs, gaps, 

priorities

RFP status update 
and summary 

documentation  to 
CAC

Issue RFP

Convene Bidder’s 
Conference

Recruit and train RFP 
Panelist

Proposals submitted 
and screened 

internally at CSD 

Resources compiled 
for panelist including 
performance history, 

logic model and 
budget reviews

Convene RFP 
Review Panel

Reconcile proposal 
scores

Process FAA Funding 
Recommendation 
BCC agenda item

Review  and 
evaluate RFP 

Process 



• The main objective of the public forum and 
community survey is to provide space for the 
community’s voice to be heard in terms of highlighting 
the existing service needs, gaps and funding priorities. 

• This data will serve as one of several resources used to 
inform the RFP process. 

• This effort better ensures the funding priorities are 
relevant and will work to meet service needs in the 
community.
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Palm Beach 

County 
SUBSTANCE AWARENESS 

COALITION

Substance Use Disorder Data of Palm Beach County

www.pbcsac.org

Credit: Andrew Kolodny, M.D. 
Chief Medical Officer, Phoenix House Foundation Inc.
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All of these people died in 2015 from a heroin-related overdose in Palm Beach County.

All of these people died in 2015 from a heroin-related overdose in Palm Beach County.

Heroin: The Loss of a Generation
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47,055 drug overdose deaths in 2014

National Vital Statistics System, http://wonder.cdc.gov

Year

Unintentional Drug Overdose Deaths

United States, 1970–2007



165

779

Source: Florida Medical Examiners Commission Report 2015 



412
818

Fatal Opiate OD's

Non-Fatal Opiate OD's

Estimated Number of Fatal and Non-Fatal

Opiate Overdoses in Palm Beach County:

2015

Sources: Estimates Based on Data from Florida Medical Examiners Commission 2015 Interim Report and Hospital

Opiate Overdose Cases from Florida Agency for Health Care Administration

Total = 1,230 Opiate Overdoses



All of these people died in 2015 from a heroin-related overdose in Palm Beach County.

Palm Beach County

1,230 Opiate Overdoses

Including 412 Deaths

In 2015

Averaging 

An Overdose Every Seven Hours or 103 per 

month

Including

34 Opiate Deaths per month



Naloxone Admissions 

Reported by Palm Beach 

County Fire Rescue

Source: Palm Beach County Heroin Task Force Report 2015
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Publicly Funded Substance 

Abuse Services

Source: Palm Beach County Heroin Task Force Report 2015
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All of these people died in 2015 from a heroin-related overdose in Palm Beach County.

Current 30 Day Alcohol 

Use By PBC Middle and 

High School Students
used alcohol in past 30 days

Alcohol use is 

declining, and 

fewer Palm 

Beach County 

youth are 

drinking today 

than at any 

point in the 

past ten years.
Source: Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, Feb 2016
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All of these people died in 2015 from a heroin-related overdose in Palm Beach County.

Current 30 Day Marijuana 

Use by Middle and High 

School Teens
used marijuana in past 30 days

Marijuana use 

among Palm 

Beach County 

high school 

students 

decreased 

between 2014 

and 2016.
Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, Feb 2016
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Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan

• Purpose: to plan for a comprehensive, coordinated, integrated, 
system of care that is seamless and satisfying to its stakeholders.

• Goal: to align resources and reduce duplication of efforts and 
services



Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan

• What is our process?
• Key Stakeholder Interviews

• 51 so far, 11 scheduled

• Focus Groups
• 7 so far, 3 scheduled

• Survey

• Reviews of existing plans and reports

• Review and analysis of data

• Data synthesis

• Resource Inventory and Map

• Funding Map/Vulnerable Populations

• Data Visualization and Prioritization: 
February 10 at Hanley

• Development of Plan

• Launch of Plan

• Collaboration with Funders for 
Synergy



Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan

What do we know? Adult Mental Health
• The state of Florida ranks lowest in the country for prevalence of Adult Mental Illness (adults 

with any mental illness), with a rate of 16.03%
• Expected numbers of adults  (over the age of 18) with any mental illness in Florida: 2,463,000

• Extrapolated to Palm Beach County: 174,000
• Florida ranks 49th in access to mental health treatment for adults, with a rate of 62.3% adults 

not receiving mental health treatment
• For those adults who recognized they may have a mental health problem and faced a barrier 

to receiving treatment, Florida ranks 12th in the nation, with a rate of 19%.
• The rate of uninsured adults with mental illness in the state of Florida was 23.6%, ranked 45th

in the nation
• Numbers of adults who received Adult Mental Health services by SEFBHN Provider Network in 

2015-2016: 20,394 Data Sources: SEFBHN and The State of Mental Health in 
America, 2017 (Mental Health America)



Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan

What do we know? Children’s Mental Health
• The state of Florida ranks 21st in the country for prevalence of Youth (age 12-17) with at least 

one major depressive episode in the past year, with a rate of 10.50%
• Expected numbers of youth with at least one major depressive episode in the past year in 

Florida: 146,000
• Extrapolated to Palm Beach County: 18,900

• Florida ranks 38th in access to mental health treatment for youth with major depressive 
episode, with a rate of 68.8% of youth not receiving mental health treatment

• The rate of youth with severe major depressive episode who received some consistent 
treatment in the state of Florida was 15.9%, ranking 45th in the nation

• The rate of Florida children with private insurance that did not cover mental or emotional 
problems was 9.5%, ranking 35th in the nation

• Numbers of youth who received Children’s Mental Health services by SEFBHN Provider 
Network in 2015-2016: 6,250

Data Sources: SEFBHN and The State of Mental Health in 
America, 2017 (Mental Health America)



Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan

• What do we know?
• Suicide rates: Palm Beach County ranks in the 4th quartile (least favorable) 

compared to the rest of the counties in Florida for non-fatal unintentional 
injury hospitalizations for youth ages 5-18
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Data Sources: FloridaCharts



Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan

13%

76%

11%

Inpatient Hospital Utilization by Mental 
Disorders Principal Diagnosis Grouping, 

Palm Beach County, 2015  

0-17 years 18-64 years 65 and older

7%

85%

8%

Emergency Department Utilization by 
Mental Disorders Principal Diagnosis 
Grouping, Palm Beach County, 2015

0-17 years 18-64 years 65 and older

Source: Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA), 2015

Compiled by: Health Council of Southeast Florida, 2016

Data Note: Mental Disorders Principal Diagnosis Grouping includes ICD9 Code ranges 290-319. 

When utilizing this data, it is important to know the following: There are coding differences between 

hospitals. Some hospitals code more completely and accurately than other hospitals. It is sometimes 

difficult to classify disease accurately. The codes contained in the patient record may not be specific 

enough to adequately characterize a patient's condition.



Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan

• According to the Florida Medical Examiner’s Office, in 2015, Palm 
Beach County had:
• a higher rate of deaths related to heroin than Broward, Miami-Dade, and 

Hillsborough Counties;

• a higher rate of deaths related to fentanyl than Broward, Miami-Dade, and 
Hillsborough Counties; and

• a higher rate of deaths related to cocaine than Broward or Hillsborough 
Counties



Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan



Palm Beach County Behavioral Health 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Plan

What do we know? Adult and Children’s Substance Use Services

• Numbers of adults who received substance use treatment services by 
SEFBHN Network of Providers in 2015-2016: 8,204

• Numbers of youth who received substance use treatment services by 
SEFBHN Network of Providers in 2015-2016:  481








