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Florida’s Largest Water Management District

• Broward County

• Collier County

• Glades County

• Hendry County

• Lee County

• Martin County

• Miami-Dade County

• Monroe County

• Palm Beach County

• St. Lucie County

• Portions of Charlotte, Highlands, 

Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, and Polk 

Counties



S O U T H  F L O R I D A  W A T E R  M A N A G E M E N T  D I S T R I C T

3

Climate Changed Conditions

SEA LEVEL RISE MORE EXTREME RAINFALL

HIGHER GROUNDWATER 

Associated with High Tides
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Background: Central & Southern Florida Project

 Flood Control Act of 1948 – Congress authorizes 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to design and 

construct water management infrastructure 

 Projected to serve a population of 2 million people

 Authorized purposes: flood control, water supply, 

navigation, prevention of saltwater intrusion, and 

protection of fish and wildlife resources

 Served as the foundation for the SFWMD
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Limitations in Operation
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Isaias – Light Rain
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Eta – Heavy Rain
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Eta – Heavy Rain
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Flood Protection Level of Service Program

New Pump StationSpillway
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Flood Protection Level of Service Program

Assess
• Find areas of 

vulnerability

Design
• Determine best 

solution
• Design

Build
• Build Resilient

 FEMA BRIC Proposals:   
S-29 AND S-27 forward 
pump and additional 
basinwide mitigation 
strategies

 FY21 Budget: Funding to 
Initiate Design 

 Funding Alternatives to 
advance full 
implementation

 Looking to increment 
pump sizes, in 
partnership with the 
State
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Historic and Largest Florida Flooding and     

Sea Level Rise Resilience Initiative

 SB1954: Resilient Florida 
Program

 Over $640 million available 
to support efforts to ensure 
state and local communities 
are prepared to deal with the 
impacts of sea level rise, 
intensified storms and 
flooding
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Critical C&SF Flood Resiliency Plan

 C&SF Review Study due to changed 

physical conditions

 Conducted under Section 216 of the 

Flood Control Act of 1970

 USACE Jacksonville District is 

completing a 216 Initial Appraisal 

Report in order to qualify for study 

funds

 FY22 Regular Budget or FY21 

Workplan
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Public Interest
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Resiliency Issues on the Horizon

 There is a problem and 

there are opportunities

 It will take time and 

money to solve

 Collaboration is key: 

solutions span multiple 

boundaries

 SFWMD is strongly 

committed to address 

sea level and other 

changing climate impacts



S O U T H  F L O R I D A  W A T E R  M A N A G E M E N T  D I S T R I C T

15

Achieving More Now For Florida’s Environment

Executive Order 19-12

• Prioritized water projects

• Created Office of Resilience 

and Coastal Protection

• Expedited Everglades 

restoration projects

• Called for funding for Florida’s 

environment
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Since Then… Progress and Record Funding

• More than $2 billion in 

water quality and 

Everglades funding

• $500 million to date in 

Resilient Florida

• Dozens of projects 

completed or broken 

ground
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Thank You
Drew Bartlett, Executive Director

South Florida Water Management District
Drew.Bartlett@sfwmd.gov


