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DISCOVER 

THE PALM BEACHES 
FLORIDA 

Tourist Development Council 

January 25, 2018 

TO: Commissioner May Lou Berger, Chair Palm Beach County Tourist Development Council 
Board of Directors- Tourist Development Council 
V erdenia Baker - County Administrator 
Dawn Wynn - Sr. Assistant County Attorney 
Jorge Pesquera - Discover the Palm Beaches 
Kathleen Alex - Cultural Council of Palm Beach County 
George Linley - PBC Sports Commission 
Chuck Elderd - PBC Film & Television Commission 
Julie Bishop - PBC ERM 
Dave Anderson - PBC County Convention Center, Spectra Venue Management 
Vince LaPapa- PBC County Convention Center, Spectra Food and Hospitality 

Attached you will fmd the 2018 Tourist Development Council (TDC) Budget Book for all Bed 
Tax Funds. The budget book will provide insight into the complexity of the to].l!ist development 
program as it relates to the funding of the vrn:ious agencies and/or programs as set forth by the 
Florida Statute (125.0104) and Palm Beach County codification of ordinances (17-111) 
governing tourism. 

In summary, Palm Beach County ended FY 2017 with Bed tax collections totaling $48,534,859, 
a 3.0% increase. This was lower than our historical average of3.5%. The impact of tourism in 
Palm Beach County for 2017 is estimated at 7.3 million visitors, providing $4.6+ billion in direct 
visitor spending, and $ 7.1 + billion in total economic impact, while creating 7 0, 000+ tourism 
related jobs. These statistics provide a clear picture of the importance of the tourism industry 
cluster in Palm Beach County. To recap FY 2017, beginning reserves totaled $25 .8M for all 
funds, with total revenues (including Convention Center Operations) at $53.8M, actual 
expenditures (including Convention Center Operations) for totaled $51.1 M million, increasing 
our ending reserve balance to $28 .5M as be begin Fiscal Year 2018. 

In February, we will begin our preliminary discussions for 2019 Bed Tax Revenue Projections 
and Agency Budget targets. The TDC will set the financial direction for the continued 
invest nt and growth of the tourism industry with Bed Tax Revenues expected to exceed $51 
mill' do ars plus annually. 

r e s 
ecutive Director, Palm Beach County Tourist Development Council 

Palm Beach County Tourist Development Council 
2195 Southern Boulevard, Suite 500, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 

D-(561) 233-3130 D -FACSlMILE (561) 233-3113 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Palm Beach County Tourist Development Council (TDC) is governed by a Board of Directors 
consisting of nine (9) members. One member of the Council shall be the Chair of the Palm Beach County 
Board of County Commissioners (BCC of PBC) or any other member of the Board of County 
Commissioners as designated by the Chair, who shall serve as the Chair of the Council. The remaining 
(8) eight members of the Council shall be appointed by the BCC. 

Current members of the Board, along with their required affiliation, and terms of office, are as follows: 

Elected Member: 

Commissioner Mary Lou Berger, Chair of TDC 
Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners 
Term: 12/18-12/17 
District: 5 

Appointed Members: 

Mr. David A. Burke, Vice Chair 
Category: Hotel/Motel Owner Operator 
BCC District: 4 
Term Ends: 09/3 0/19 

Commissioner Sylvia Moffett 
Category BCC At-Large Appointment 
Elected Official: Most Populous Municipality 
Term ends: 09/3 0/18 

Roger Amidon 
Category: Hotel/Motel Owner Operator 
BCC District: 1 
Term Ends: 09/3 0/19 

John Tolbert 
Category: Hotel/Motel Owner Operator 
BCC District: 2 
Term ends: 09/30/20 

Mr. James Bronstien 
Categmy: Tourism Industry/Resident 
BCC District: 3 
Term ends: 09/3 0/18 

Commissioner Christina L. Romelus 
Category: E lected Municipal Official 
BCC District: 5 
Tenn Ends: 09/3 0/21 

O:TDC.TDCBudgctBooi<2018.TDCBoardListing2018 

Don Dufresne 
Category: Tourism Industry/Resident 
BCC District: 6 
Term ends: 09/30/19 

Ms. Davicka Nicole Thompson 
Category: Tourist Industry/Resident 
BCC District 7 
Term ends: 09/30/20 
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ASSUMPTIONS 

% INCREASE REVENUES 

INTEREST 

BED TAX REV.2ND, 3RD, 5TH & 6th CENT 

BED TAX REV. 4TH CENT 

BED TAX REV. 1ST CENT 

Sub-Total 

GRAND TOTAL 

BED TAX REVENUES 

FUND DESCRIPTION-CATEGORY 

DISCOVER/TOURISM PROMOTION 

CULTURAL ARTS 

BEACH PROGRAMS 

FILM & TELEVISION 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

SPORTS COMMISSION 

TOTAL 2ND, 3RO, 5TH & 6TH CENT 

4TH CENT 

1ST CENT 

TOTAL BED TAXES 

GRAND TOTAL 

ALLOCATION 2ND, 3RD, 5TH & 6TH CENT 

DISCOVER/TOURISM PROMOTION 

CULTURAL ARTS 

BEACH PROGRAMS 

FILM & TELEVISION 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

SPORTS COMMISSION 

TOTALS: 

ALLOCATION · 4TH CENT 

ALLOCATION · 1ST CENT 

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL FY 2018 
PROPOSED BUDGET 

ACTUAL 

2015 

26.28% 

ACTUAL 

2016 

10.25% 

FORECAST 

2016 

6 ,00% 

0.00% 

Adopted 
BUDGET 

2017 

3.50% 

1.00% 

Modified 
B UDGET 

2017 

3.50% 

1.00% 

$ 27,485,301 $ 31,411,809 $ 30,200,094 $ 31,257,097 $ 31,257,097 $ 

$ 7 ,625,554 $ 7 ,853,188 $ 7,550,250 $ 7,814,509 $ 7,814 ,509 $ 

$ 7 ,625,554 $ 7,853,188 $ 7,550,250 $ 7,814,509 $ 7,814,509 $ 

$ 42,736,409 $ 47,118,185 $ 45,300,594 $ 46,886,115 $ 46,886,115 $ 

$ 42,736,409 $ 47,118,185 $ 45,300,594 $ 46,886,115 $ 46,886,115 $ 

ACTUAL 

2015 

ACTUAL 

2016 

FORECAST 

2016 

Adopted 

BUDGET 

2017 

Modified 

BUDGET 

2017 

(A) $ 13,418,121 $ 14,920,643 $ 14,335,143 $ 14,845,887 $ 14,845,887 $ 

(B) $ 5,754,727 $ 6,398,090 S 6,147,023 $ 6,366,034 $ 6,366,034 $ 

(C) $ 4,602,689 $ 5,709,493 $ 5,485,447 $ 5 ,680,887 $ 5,680,887 $ 

(D) $ 1,129,226 $ 1,330,877 $ 1,278,652 $ 1,324,209 $ 1,324,209 $ 

(E) $ 480,118 $ 532,995 $ 532,994 $ 532,994 $ 532,994 $ 

(G) $ 2,100,420 $ 2,519,711 $ 2,420,835 $ 2,507,087 $ 2,507,087 $ 

$ 27,485,301 $ 31,411,809 $ 30,200,094 $ 31 ,257,097 $ 31,257,097 $ 

(I) $ 7 ,625,554 $ 7,853,188 $ 7 ,550,250 $ 7 ,814,509 $ 7,814,509 $ 

(H) $ 7,625,554 $ 7,853,188 $ 7,550,250 $ 7,814,509 $ 7,814,509 $ 

$ 42,736,409 $ 47,1 18,186 $ 45,300,594 $ 46,886,115 $ 46,886,11 5 $ 

$ 42,736,409 $ 47,1 18,186 $ 45,300,594 $ 46,886,115 $ 46,886,11 5 $ 

ACTUA L 

201 5 

ACTUAL 

2016 

FORECAST 

2016 

Adopted 

BUDGET 

2017 

Modified 

BUDGET 

2017 

FORECAST 

2017 

4.00% 

1.00% 

32,668,282 $ 

8,167,315 $ 

8,167,315 $ 

49,002,912 

49,002,912 $ 

FORECAST 

2017 

15,527,771 $ 

6,658,432 $ 

5,941 ,815 $ 

1,385,031 $ 

532,994 $ 

2,622,239 $ 

32,668,282 $ 

8,167,315 $ 

8,167,315 $ 

49,002,912 $ 

49,002,912 $ 

FORECAST 

2017 

Adopted 

BUDGET 

2018 

4.00% 

1.00% 

33,975,014 

8,494,008 

8,494,008 

50,963,030 

50,963,030 

Proposed 
BUDGET 

2018 

16,159,184 

6 ,929,187 

6,183,429 

1,441,351 

532,994 

2,728,869 

33,975,014 

8 ,494,008 

8 ,494,008 

50,963,030 

50,963,030 

Adopted 
BUDGET 

2018 

(A) 48.32% 48.32% 48.32% 48.32% 48.32% 48.32% 48.32% 
(B) 20.72% 20.72% 20.72% 20.72% 20.72% 20.72% 20.72% 

(C) 18.49% 18.49% 18.49% 18.49% 18.49% 18.49% 18.49% 
(D) 4.31% 4.31% 4.31% 4.31% 4.31% 4.31% 4.31% 

(E) 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

(G) ------~8~.1~6~%~·----~8~·~16~%~·----~78.~176~%------~8-~176%~·------~8~·~16~%~,------~78.~176%~,--------~8~.1~6~% 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

(I) 

(H) 

100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 
100.0% 

100.0% 
100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 
100.0% 

100.0% 

100.0% 
100.0% 

100.0% 
100.0% 

1/9/20182:08 PM Revised FY18 Budget-Cult grants & DTPB 380k 
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·CONSOLIDATED TOTALS 

ALL TDC FUNDS 

BALANCE FORWARD 

BED TAX REVENUES 

RENTAL REVENUE- CONV.CTR. CPS 

FOOD & BEVERAGE (NET) 

NET BLDG. SERVICE REVENUE 

INTEREST INCOME 

OTHER INCOME-AIRLIFT 

OTHER MISC. INCOME 

CITY OF WEST PALM BEACH 

TRANSFERS IN 

TDC FUNDING 

STATUTORY HOLDBACK RETURN PYF 

STATUTORY HOLDBACK 

TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS 

EXPENDITURES 

TDC ADMINISTRATIVE (GROSS) 

DISCOVER PROGRAM (GROSS) 

CULTURAL COUNCIL PROGRAM 

FILM & TELEVISION PROGRAM 

SPORTS COMMISSION PROGRAM 

BEACH PROGRAMS 

SPECIAL PROJECT EXPENSES & TRANSFERS 

CONVENTION CENTER OPERATIONS 

4TH CENT- EXP.-INSUR, CC & BASEBALL OS 

1ST CENT-EXP.INSUR, GARAGE & BASEBALL OS 

1ST CENT TRANSFERS OUT 

COLLECTION FEES 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 

DISCOVER RESERVES 

CULTURE RESERVES 

FILM & TV COMMISSION RESERVES 

SPORTS COMMSSION RESERVES 

SPECIAL PROJECT RESERVES 

BEACH PROGRAMS RESERVES 

4TH CENT RESERVES 

CONVENTION CENTER RESERVES 

1ST CENT RESERVES 

TOTAL RESERVES 

OVERALL EXPENDITURE AND RESERVES 

26.28% 

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL FY 2018 
PROPOSED BUDGET 

10.25% 6.00% 

ACTUAL ACTUAL FORECAST 

3.50% 

Adopted 

BUDGET 

3.50% 

Modified 

BUDGET 

2015 2016 2016 2017 2017 

$ 31,084,386 $ 23,184,630 $ 23,184,629 $ 22,357,737 $ 25,802,804 $ 

$ 42,736,409 $ 47,118,185 $ 45,300,594 $ 46,886,115 $ 46,886,115 $ 

$ 1,671,231 $ 1,857,836 $ 1,819,730 $ 1,849,596 $ 1,849,596 $ 

$ 407,867 $ 1,018,867 $ 595,667 $ 664,492 $ 664,492 $ 

$ 1,077,961 $ 970,557 $ 832,704 $ 988,717 $ 988,717 $ 

$ 421,762 $ 335,306 $ 259,303 $ 269,630 $ 269,628 $ 

$ 129,092 $ 18,858 $ 20,000 $ $ $ 

$ 10,282 $ 13,974 $ 13,597 $ 10,000 $ 10,000 $ 

$ 250,000 $ 250,000 $ 250,000 $ 250,000 $ 250,000 $ 

$ 1,150,000 $ 1,064,684 $ 1,950,000 $ 1,650,000 $ 1,650,000 $ 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

$ $ $ $ (2,545,926) $ (2,545,926) $ 

$ 78,938,990 $ 75,832,897 $ 74,227,224 $ 72,380,361 $ 75,825,426 $ 

$ 913,138 $ 763,812 $ 863,160 $ 897,000 $ 897,000 $ 

$ 12,083,344 $ 14,818,099 $ 14,815,540 $ 15,613,016 $ 16,012,930 $ 

$ 5,944,920 $ 6,231 ,41 0 $ 6,421,842 $ 6,428,755 $ 6,428,755 $ 

$ 804,097 $ 1,175,896 $ 1,252,651 $ 1,646,516 $ 1,646,516 $ 

$ 1,590,521 $ 2,099,561 $ 2,215,910 $ 2,503,698 $ 2,503,698 $ 

$ 2,910,836 $ 7,047,073 $ 7,047,053 $ 5,225,664 $ 5,468,987 $ 

$ 100,145 $ 100,004 $ 100,780 $ 600,780 $ 600,780 $ 

$ 5,028,994 $ 4,617,916 $ 4,734,912 $ 5,548,188 $ 5,548,188 $ 

$ 7,997,701 $ 7,593,184 $ 7,615,656 $ 9,329,221 $ 9,385,267 $ 

$ 141 $ 2,006,574 $ 2,118,682 $ 4 ,034,846 $ 4,034,846 $ 

$ 17,739,480 $ 2,869,791 $ 3,969,791 $ 6,946,632 $ 6 ,946,632 $ 

$ 841,045 $ 706,773 $ 679,508 $ 703,292 $ 703,292 $ 

$ 55,754,362 $ 50,030,093 $ 51,835.485 $ 59,477,608 $ 60,176,891 $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

4,687,674 $ 

1,764,011 $ 

982,611 $ 

1,344,480 $ 

838,936 $ 

1,916,170 $ 

2,569,424 $ 

1,360,382 $ 

4,320,419 s 3,688,395 $ 

1,729,362 $ 1,279,671 $ 

1,101,542 $ 967,771 $ 

1,691,376 $ 1,466,263 $ 

1,327,472 $ 1,324,883 $ 

392,299 $ 148,976 $ 

2,710,795 $ 2,392,226 $ 

1,582,623 $ 1,962.491 $ 

1,625,672 $ 

672,549 $ 

535,518 $ 

1,255,276 $ 

1,287,539 $ 

99,502 $ 

370,976 $ 

1.472,844 $ 

1,857,783 $ 

1,122,239 $ 

669,289 $ 

1,480,389 $ 

1,290,128 $ 

99,501 $ 

633,499 $ 

1,126,976 $ 

$ 7,720,941 $ 10,946,916 $ 9,161,062 $ 5 ,582,877 $ 7,368,732 $ 

$ 23,184,628 $ 25,802,804 $ 22,391,739 $ 12,902,753 $ 15,648,536 $ 

$ 78,938,990 $ 75,832,897 $ 74,227,224 $ 72,380,361 $ 75,825,426 $ 
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4.00% 

FORECAST 

201 7 

25,802,804 $ 

49,002,912 $ 

1,849,596 $ 

1,107,594 $ 

1,059,418 $ 

404,050 $ 

$ 

10,000 s 
250,000 s 
850,000 s 

s 
s 

80,336,374 $ 

795,413 $ 

15,993,046 $ 

6,428,755 $ 

1,250,453 $ 

2,503,698 $ 

5.468,987 

100,780 $ 

5,218,376 $ 

9,385,267 $ 

4,034,799 $ 

6,146,632 $ 

731,129 $ 

58,057,335 $ 

3,356,748 $ 

1,748,439 $ 

1,196,786 $ 

1,733,521 $ 

1,830,618 $ 

663,535 $ 

1,371,421 $ 

1,370,841 $ 

9,007,130 $ 

22,279,039 $ 

80,338,374 $ 

4.00% 

Adopted 

BUDGET 

2018 

22,279,039 

50,963,030 

1,904,484 

1,493,013 

1,255,239 

389,207 

10,000 

250,000 

1,400,000 

(2,813,250) 

77,130,762 

978,000 

16.413,619 

6 ,914,975 

2,158,504 

2,697,329 

6 ,355,095 

600,196 

6,181,342 

7,744,525 

4,149,849 

6,123,292 

764,445 

61,081 ,172 

1,632,819 

1,130,098 

357,921 

1,535,985 

1,768,174 

100,000 

1,568,889 

1,108,602 

6,847,103 

16,049,591 

77,130,762 
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ACTUAL ACTUAL 
AGENCY 2007 2008 
BEGINNING BALANCE $ 22,494,124 $ 24,756,003 

REVENUE: 
TOURISM PROMOTION $9,199,354 $8,957,122 
CULTURAL ARTS $3,827,499 $4,113,922 
BEACH PROGRAMS $2,353,219 $2,304,531 
SPORTS COMMISSION $1 ,193,975 $1 ,170,117 
SPECIAL PROJECTS $160,629 $164,491 
FILM & TELEVISION $657,662 $640,503 
CONVENTION CTR. OPS. $4,857,600 $4,819,005 
SUB-TOTAL $22,249,938 $22,169,691 

4TH CENT $6,298,752 $6,038,805 
1ST CENT $4,235,187 $6,808,764 
TOTAL REVENUE $32,783,877 $35,017,260 

EXPENDITURES: 
TOURISM PROMOTION $8,400,232 $8,800,410 
TDC $612,557 $756,143 
CULTURAL ARTS $4,375,334 $4,427,534 
BEACH PROGRAMS $2,454,019 $2,355,357 
SPORTS COMMISSION $1 ,037,370 $1,112,123 
SPECIAL PROJECTS $124,284 $127,284 
FILM & TELEVISION $703,442 $673,681 
CONVENTION CTR. OPS. $4,199,088 $4,484,302 
SUB-TOTAL $21 ,906,326 $22,736,834 

4TH CENT $7,553,729 $8,389,512 
1ST CENT $1 ,061 ,943 $83,441 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $30,521 ,998 $31 ,209,787 

ENDING RESERVES $ 24.756,003 $ 28,563,476 

Q) 

ACTUAL 
2009 

PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 

History of Agency/ Program Revenue and Expenses 
FY 2007 to Present 

ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL 
2010 2011 2012 

$ 28,563,476 $ 18,488,184 $ 18,473,369 $ 21,329,572 

$9,591 ,535 $7,531 ,514 $8,194,690 $9,162,012 
$3,464,629 $3,082,552 $3,409,252 $3,846,656 
$1 ,845,977 $1 ,918,533 $2,119,449 $2,389,430 
$1,098,394 $968,705 $1,060,804 $1 ,195,758 

$173,539 $160,188 $161 ,266 $224,835 
$512,073 $668,060 $590,353 $667,239 

$4,182,913 $4,224,761 $4,576,116 $4,314,970 
$20,869,060 $18,554,313 $20,111 ,930 $21 ,800,900 

$4,968,101 $4,823,974 $6,440,571 $8,136,134 
$5,210,018 $4,825,765 $5,431,134 $6,011,314 

$31 ,047,179 $28,204,052 $31,983,635 $35,948,348 

$7,775,663 $8,106,710 $7,839,278 $9,849,321 
$573,479 $617,024 $531,483 $529,881 

$3,341,487 $3,005,333 $2,795,498 $3,458,230 
$1,845,977 $1 ,918,533 $1 ,723,859 $2,351 ,316 
$1,217,396 $1,106,596 $972,868 $1,083,908 

$167,895 $226,066 $32,454 $85,134 
$529,721 $582,781 $533,449 $565,909 

$4,753,129 $4,496,151 $4,551,368 $4,425,712 
$20,204,747 $20,059,194 $18,980,257 $22,349,411 

$7,933,185 $8,007,515 $7,470,666 $6,690,895 
$12,984,539 $152,158 $2,676,509 $3,207,572 
$41,122,471 $28,218,867 $29,127,432 $32,247,878 

$ 18,488,184 $ 18,473,369 $ 21 ,329,572 $ 25,030,042 

2/6/2018H:\Budgetbook FY 2018\Agency revenue and expenses w-chart FYE 2007 to Present 

ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL 
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

$25,030,042 $28,277,686 $ 31,084,388 $23,184,626 $25,802,804 

$9,636,023 $11,997,397 $13,609,469 $15,019,132 $15,462,728 
$4,024,188 $4,832,580 $5,793,629 $ 6,432,359 $6,635,826 
$2,521 ,014 $2,818,103 $4,617,931 $ 5,733,447 $5,911 ,060 
$1 ,251 ,390 $1,576,678 $2,113,247 $ 2,539,245 $2,635,387 

$151 ,072 $156,795 $538,216 $ 596,534 $610,374 
$700,451 $960,875 $1 ,138,914 $ 1,343,836 $1 ,391,010 

$4,667,093 $4,590,269 $4,530,251 $ 4,911 ,227 $4,866,339 
$22,951 ,231 $26,932,697 $32,341 ,657 $36,575,780 $37,512,724 

$7,582,535 $6,788,506 $7,624,139 $ 7,852,353 $8,074,497 
$6,035,684 $6,954,791 $7,888,809 $ 8,220,138 $8,255,437 

$36,569,450 $40,675,994 $47,854,605 $52,648,271 $53,842,658 

$9,316,614 $10,319,811 $12,083,344 $14,818,099 $14,290,284 
$400,809 $516,751 $654,607 $ 568,287 $594,009 

$4,081 ,607 $4,409,714 $6,165,352 $ 6,467,008 $6,633,982 
$2,628,900 $2,750,554 $3,095,129 $ 7,257,316 $5,694,545 
$1 ,263,028 $1,307,407 $1,686,178 $ 2,192,349 $2,322,303 

$272,441 $2,397 $107,347 $ 107,999 $108,203 
$607,340 $674,522 $853,589 $ 1,224,905 $1,218,779 

$4,093,997 $4,630,990 $5,142,729 $ 4,688,986 $4,888,056 
$22,664,736 $24,612,146 $29,788,275 $37,324,949 $35,750,161 

$8,185,345 $8,068,510 $8,112,083 $ 7,710,982 $9,412,746 
$2,471 ,725 $5,188,637 $17,854,004 $ 4,994,162 $8,937,839 

$33,321 ,806 $37,869,293 $55,754,362 $50,030,093 $54,100,746 

$28,277,686 $31,084,388 $ 23,184,626 $25,802,804 $25,544,716 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 
Discover Palm Beach County 

Revenues vs Expenses 
2007 to Present 

$18,000,000 .--- ---------- -------- - --- ------

$15,000,000 +------------------- ---------7""11!!!!:::=-----

$12,000,000 +---------------------~'"'-----~-------

$9,000,000 I - ~ "" ~ 

$6,000,000 +----------- - - ------- ------------

$3,000,000 +--------------- ---- ------------

$0 +---~----~--~--~----~--~----.----.--~----.----. 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

- Discover Revenues 

- Discover Expenses 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 

Cu ltural Council of Palm Beach County 
Revenues vs Expenses 

2007 to Present 

$10,000,000 .,---- - ---------------- - --------- --

$9,000,000 -1--------------- - - ----- ------ -----

$8,000,000 -1----------------------------------

$7,000,000 +---------------- ---------------
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$5,000,000 

$4,000,000 

$3,000,000 

$2,000,000 

$1,000,000 +-------------------------------

$0 +---.--~--~-~--~-~--~--~-~--~-~ 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

- Culture Revenues 

- culture Expenses 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 

Sports Commission 
Revenues vs Expenses 

2007 to Present 

$3,000,000 .,.--------------------- --------------

$2,500,000 -+---------------------- ------------,,_ ___ _ 

$2,000,000 -+---------------------------+------,F------

$1,500,000 -+---------------------------,F-- -T---------

~ $~00~000 rl ~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

$500,000 j_ _______________________________ _ 

$0+---~----~--~----~--------~--~----~--~----~--~ 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

- sports Revenues 

- sports Expenses 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 

Film and Television Commission 
Revenues vs Expenses 

2007 to Present 

$1,600,000 ~----------------------------------------

$1,400,000 +------------------------------------~----

$1,200,000 +---------------------------------.,/---J::.~~~:..._-
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 

4th Cent 
Revenues vs Expenses 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 

1st Cent 
Revenues vs Expenses 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 

History of Gross Bed Tax Revenue by Agency/Program 
2007 to Present 

Agency/Program 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Discover $8,715,438 $8,543,237 $6,822,047 $7,096,789 $7,808,695 $8,440,123 $9,396,391 $10,441,148 $13,418,121 $14,920,643 $15,376,996 
Cultural Council $3,738,984 $3,665,110 $2,926,706 $3,044,572 $3,349,985 $3,620,872 $4,031,119 $4,479,325 $5,754,727 $6,398,090 $6,593,778 

Beach Programs $2,342,056 $2,295,782 $1,833,254 $1,907,084 $2,098,391 $2,268,072 $2,525,046 $2,805,797 $4,602,689 $5,709,493 $5,884,120 
Sports Commission $1,162,723 $1,139,750 $910,126 $946,779 $1,041,754 $1,125,993 $1,253,569 $1,392,949 $2,100,420 $2,519,711 $2,596,778 

Film & Television Commission $651,125 $638,260 $509,671 $530,196 $583,382 $630,556 $701,999 $780,051 $1,129,226 $1,330,877 $1,371,582 
Convention Center $253,807 $253,807 $253,807 $253,807 $253,807 $253,807 $253,807 $253,807 $0 $0 $0 
Specia l Projects $152,284 $152,284 $152,284 $152,284 $152,284 $152,284 $152,284 $152,284 $480,118 $532,995 $532,995 

4th Cent $5,572,139 $5,552,744 $4,469,298 $4,543,837 $5,096,099 $5,497,235 $6,104,739 $6,758,453 $7,525,554 $7,853,188 $8,089,305 

1st Cent $4,129,513 $5,552,744 $4,469,298 $4,543,837 $5,096,099 $5,497,235 $6,104,739 $6,758,453 $7,625,554 $7,853,188 $8,089,305 

Total $26,818,069 $27,813,718 $22,346,491 $23,219,185 $25,480,496 $27,486,177 $30,523,693 $33,842,267 $42,736,409 $47,118,185 $48,534,859 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

2008 2009 2010 20ll 2012 2013 2014 
DISCOVER ACIOAL ACIUAL ACIUAL AcruAL AcrDAL ACIUAL ACCUAL 
Consumer & Travel Industrv database Increase n/a 18.67% 26.00'/o 169 840 224,744 239 532 256162 
Unig_ue Visitors to Web Site 521 311 472 617 313 011 414 514 731 3 11 991914 1 030 440 
Booked Room Niahts (Hotel Leads 39 831 70 933 89 507 71439 78 987 85 846 109 603 
GrollJl.. Level Booked Room NiRhts Conv. Ctr. Shared n/a n/a n/a 15401 9955 4 287 8 110 
Group_ Level Actual Room Niobts Conv. Ctr. Shared n/a nla nla n/a nla nla n/a 
Social Ene.a2ement n/a n/a n/a nla n/a n/a n/a 
Ad Impressions n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Earned Media Impressions n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Destination Reviews n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Destination Site Particioation n/a n/a n/a nla n/a n/a n/a 
Destination review & Site Particioation n/a 60 119 57 89 168 90 
Press Releases 67 53 24 51 51 38 48 
Actual Room Nights Receivinalncentive hotels non CC n/a n/a n/a n/a of a of a n/a 
Ad Inquiries 293 912 278 168 207 946 384 133 626,234 695 063 784 513 
Adv. Equivalent Value ofFress Coveraae $6 514 280 $5 891 478 $1 633 163 $3 465 059 $15,351 646 $15 508 226 S7 511 809 
CVB/Convention Center Joint Activities of a n/a n/a 3 4 6 s 
Circulation/Viewership (billions) 1.1 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a of a 
Document DMAI Accreditation elements n/a 84 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Conv.Ctr. Room Night Contracted Onlv 4 414 of a n!a n/a n/a of a n/a 
Wholesalers 335 n/a n/a of a n/a n/a n/a 

FILM & TV COMMISSION 
Production Revenue millions $120.5 $99.1 $95.3 $98.4 $131.0 $129.6 $146.1 
Hotel Room NiRhts 20 122 9 14S 9 S98 8 241 9,509 I I 997 10436 
Permits Issued 197 180 191 196 244 276 328 
Non-Pcnnilled Productions 0 83 88 50 72 lOS 128 
Total Leads 0 183 135 109 157 181 201 
Lead Resoonses 0 161 123 104 150 178 199 
Secure tourism based TV shows n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 3 
Unique Website Visitors 0 S0302 192S9 13 801 19036 20 094 23 013 
Lead Conversions 0 16 13 16 34 n/a n!a 
Production Days 13 370 n/a n/a nla of a nla n/a 
Producer Inquiries 1S287 n!a n/a n/a nla n/a n/a 

SPORTS COMMISSION 
Sports Related Room Nights 144 213 144 751 166 206 154 SS8 165 918 170 997 180 009 
New Sporting Event Grants-Actual Room Nights n!a n!a n/a n/a of a n/a n/a 
Bids Submiltcd or Assisted 22 22 26 30 30 37 42 
Site Visits 9 21 14 16 13 19 20 
Events provided funding 30 34 32 32 48 48 62 
Events hosted or supoorted 79 82 90 94 113 122 129 
Assited events providin~ TV coverap;e s s s 6 11 12 9 
Booked Soorts Event Room Niahts for Convention Center n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Actual Sports Event Room Niahts for Convention Centec n/a n/a nla of a n/a nla n/a 
Business plan to identitV bid submillal over next 5vrs nla n!a 1 n/a nfa nla n/a 
Increase Cate2orv "G" arants 2SO 000 $250000 of& n!a n/a n/a n/a 
Events-Assisted Areas 210 181 n/a n/a of a n!a n/a 

CULTURAL COUNCIL 
Advertising & social media leads 20086 28 431 18 191 9134 10169 26 083 7 647 
Siu of"Out-of-County .. Audiences n/a n/a n!a n/a n/a 1,014 982 1 133 522 
Estimated number of cultural acrual room nights- visitors nla n!a n/a n/a of a 422 64S 489 236 
Direct room nights from cultural activity n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 14 292 13 489 
Website visits 33 144 3S 45S 3S 951 37366 45 591 93 244 163 983 
Number of visitors to RMM, Jr. Bldg. n/a n!a n!a n/a n/a 7 4SS 7 653 
Number of Cultural Audiences n!a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Number of Reimbursements for Grantee Advertising 60 so so 39 59 87 92 
Meetin2s Roundtables & Workshops & Tech Assist. 1 245 2 628 I 724 1970 1,840 I 824 1 S84 
Mediaffrade Shows & Promotions 5 n!a n/a nla n/a nla n!a 

CONVENTION CENTER 
Gross Rental Revenue Sl 567 594 $1 732 608 Sl 693 117 Sl 716 442 Sl 649 838 Sl 772 799 Sl 780 38S 
F&B Net Sales n/a n/a n/a n!a n/a 488 700 471 958 
Total number of Events 359 26S 254 294 354 307 315 
Number of events Food& Boverage/Banauets n/a n/a nla 68 73 72 66 
Number of events Meetinl!s Conventions and Shows n/a n/a n/a 226 281 235 249 
Group Level Booked Room Niobts Conv. Ctr. Shared n!a n/a n!a n/a of a of a n!a 
Group Level Actual Room Nights Conv. Ctr. Shared n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a nfa 
F&B Gross Sales (millions 2.12 1.79 2.20 2.04 2.26 2.21 2.41 
PBCCC Sales Team Only Booked/Contracted Room Nights n/a nla n/a n/a of a n/a n!a 
PBCCC Sales Team Only FY Actual Room Nights n/a n/a n/a 7,397 9,308 13,773 . ll,ISO 

H:\Budgetbook FY 20 18\PERFORMANCE MEASURES Cmrent Actuals- ALL FUNDS-rev 11212212017 

2015 2016 2017 
ACCUAL AcrDAL ACfOAL 
294 618 343 150 331,610 

1446356 1 750,559 1391 032 
129 394 132 673 145 104 
16 142 43 392 58 463 

n/a 10 289 27 316 
n/a 495 971 658 504 
n/a nla 864 368 735 
n/a n/a 1,988 101 684 
n/a n/a 46 
n/a n/a 91 
90 216 n/a 
61 nla n/a 
n/a 33 03 1 . n/a 

983 524 1 008 678 n/a 
$62 371 685 $21 932 012 n/a 

7 38 n/a 
n/a n/a n/a 
n/a of a n/a 
n/a n/a n!a 
of a n/a n/a 

$165.4 $206.1 206.45 
II 279 12,450 13 418 

294 318 325 
129 1S5 16S 
21S 230 240 
2 14 229 239 

6 9 11 
33 672 26 927 24 191 

n/a n/a nla 
n!a n/a n/a 
n/a n/a n/a 

183 896 203 262 223,6SO 
n/a 33205 55 0 11 
so 66 57 
26 31 3 1 
70 89 92 
138 1S2 162 
12 I I 12 
n/a 4232 n/a 
n/a 1646 of a 
nla n/a n/a 
of a n/a of a 
n/a n/a n/a 

4 207 8250 7,658 
1 147 027 1 320 162 1 397 268 
514 442 552 613 586 352 
17 348 17 206 27 8S8 

341 522 635 014 706 604 
9 094 9 593 10 980 

n/a 3 837 591 4071891 
115 nla n/a 
nla n/a n!a 
nla n/a n/a 

Sl671231 $1 857 836 1,924668 
407 867 1 143,377 1 603 602 

253 214 206 
69 57 54 
184 157 152 
n/a n/a 58 463 
of a n/a 27 316 
2.23 n/a of a 
n/a 23 902 n/a 

11,894 13,106 n/a 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Touris t Development Council 

Bed Tax Collections 
FY 2005 to Present 

GROSS COLLECTIONS 
MONTH: ll'H>UST RY YR 'rO YR YTD 
(COLLECTION) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 %CHANGE %CHANGE 

SEP (OCT) 886,574 1,131,675 1,07 1,295 856,048 979,004 1,212,238 1,405,509 1,370,952 1,621,608 1,973,649 2,178,273 10.37% 10.37% 
OCT (NOV) 1,244,490 1,676,049 1,161,279 1,303,909 1,085,426 1,458,239 1,785,170 1,635,182 1,857,806 1,989,072 2,725,682 37.03% 23.75% 
NOV (DEC) 1,654,439 2,055,307 2,035,104 1,575,564 2,096,435 1,895,712 1,794,668 2,516,341 2 ,751,115 3,640,904 3,594,244 -1.28% 11.77% 
DEC (JAN) 2,385,001 2,667,166 2,34 1,827 2,366,300 2,3 11,358 2,495,590 3,187,043 3,323,289 3,785,958 4,777,922 4,875,807 2.05% 8.02% 
JAN (FEB) 3,438,957 3,406,195 2,746,930 2,6 18,096 2,706,159 3,269,850 3,453,672 3,576,572 5,065,319 5,005,030 5,159,226 3.08% 6.60% 
FEB (MAR) 3,858,124 3,945,920 2,954,732 3,211,503 3,665,558 3,669,405 4,006,494 5,107,085 6,140,424 6,621,872 6,436,528 -2.80% 4.00% 
MAR (APR) 4,096,406 3,963,407 2,860,824 3,203,425 3,666,329 4,019,958 4,656,021 4,746,723 6,690,922 7,868,716 7,734,850 -1.70% 2.60% 
APR (MAY) 2,741,3 13 2,692,790 2,093,963 2,3 16,526 2,581,217 2,848,562 2,851,113 3,408,662 4,416,637 4,257,059 4,453,561 4.62% 2.83% 
MAY (JUN) 2,155,836 1,861,532 1,401,055 1,550,036 1,991,337 1,932,872 2,125,978 2,480,364 3,002,756 3,231,119 3,314,631 2.58% 2.81% 
JUN(JUL) 1,600,277 1,5 19,682 1,232,632 1,505,335 1,301,299 1,659,601 1,830,471 1,910,875 2,512,755 2,643,059 2,933,218 10.98% 3.33% 
JUL(AUG) 1,382,132 1,450,767 1,247,083 1,468,828 1,718,439 1,613,916 1,818,223 1,795,741 2,468,872 2,802,300 2,902,478 3.57% 3.34% 
AUG(SEP) 1,374,520 1,443,229 1,199,767 1,243,615 1,377,936 1,410,235 1,609,331 1,970,481 2,422,236 2,307,485 2,226,361 -3.52% 3.01% 
TOTAL FISCAL $26,818,069 $27,8 13,718 $22,346,491 $23,219,185 $25,480,496 $27,486,177 $30,523,693 $33,842,267 $42,736,409 $47,118,186 $48,534,859 3.01% 3.01% 

NET COLLECTIONS 
MONTH: INDUSTRY YRTOYR YTD 
(C OLLECTION) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 %CHANGE %CHANGE 

SEP(OCT) 873,276 1,114,700 1,055,225 843,207 964,318 1,194,055 1,384,427 1,350,387 1,597,284 1,944,045 2,145,599 10.37% 10.37% 
OCT (NOV) 1,225,823 1,650,908 1,143,860 1,284,350 1,069,144 1,436,365 1,758,392 1,610,654 1,829,939 1,959,236 2,684,797 37.03% 23.75% 

NOV (DEC) 1,629,622 2,024,477 2,004,577 1,551,930 2,064,989 1,867,276 1,767,748 2,478,596 2,709,849 3,586,290 3,540,330 -1.28% 11.77% 
DEC (JAN) 2,349,226 2,627,158 2,306,700 2,330,805 2,276,688 2,458,156 3,139,237 3,273,440 3,729,168 4,706,253 4,802,670 2.05% 8.02% 

JAL"r (FEB) 3,387,373 3,355,102 2,705,726 2,578,825 2,665,567 3,220,802 3,401,867 3,522,924 4,989,339 4,929,954 5,08 1,838 3.08% 6.60% 
FEB (MAR) 3,800,252 3,886,731 2,910,411 3,163,330 3,610,574 3,614,364 3,946,397 5,030,479 6,048,317 6,522,543 6,339,980 -2 .80% 4.00% 

MAR(APR) 4,034,960 3,903,956 2,817,912 3,155,374 3,611,334 3,959,659 4,586,181 4,675,522 6,590,558 7,750,685 7,618,827 -1.70% 2.60% 

APR (MAY) 2,700,193 2,652,398 2,062,553 2,281,779 2,542,499 2,805,834 2,808,346 3,357,532 4,350,388 4,193,203 4,386,757 4.62% 2.83% 

MAY(JUN) 2,123,498 1,833,609 1,380,039 1,526,785 1,961,467 1,903,879 2,094,088 2,443,159 2,957,714. 3,182,652 3,264,911 2.58% 2.81% 

JUN (JUL) 1,576,273 1,496,887 1,214,142 1,482,755 1,281,779 1,634,707 1,803,014 1,882,212 2,475,064 2,603,413 2,889,219 10.98% 3.33% 
JUL(AUG) 1,361,400 1,429,006 1,228,377 1,446,796 1,692,662 1,589,707 1,790,950 1,768,805 2,431,839 2,760,266 2,858,941 3.57% 3.34% 
AUG(SEP) 1,353,902 1,421,581 1,181,770 1,224,961 1,357,267 1,389,081 1,585,191 1,940,924 2,385,903 2,272,873 2,192,966 -3.52% 3.01% 

TOTAL FISCAL $26,415,798 $27,396,512 $22,01 1,294 $22,870,897 $25,098,288 $27,073,885 $30,065,838 $33,334,633 $42,095,363 $46,411,412 $47,806,836 3.01% 3.01% 

........ 
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Title XI 
COUNTY ORGANIZATION AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

RELATIONS 

Chapter 125 
COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT 

View Entire 
Chapter 

125.0104 Tourist development tax; procedure for levying; authorized uses; referendum; 

enforcement.-

(1) SHORT TITLE. - This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Local Option Tourist Development 

Act." 

(2) APPLICATION; DEFINITIONS. -

(a) Application.-The provisions contained in chapter 212 apply to the administration of any tax levied 

_pursuant to this section. 

(b) Definitions.-For purposes of this section: 

1. "Promotion" means marketing or advertising designed to increase tourist-related business activities. 

2. "Tourist" means a person who participates in trade or recreation activities outside the county of his or 

her permanent residence or who rents or leases transient accommodations as described in paragraph (3)(a). 

3. "Retained spring training franchise" means a spring training franchise that had a location in this state on 

or before December 31, 1998, and that has continuously remained at that location for at least the 10 years 

preceding that date. 

(3) TAXABLE PRIVILEGES; EXEMPTIONS; LEVY; RATE.-

(a)1. It is declared to be the intent of the Legislature that every person who rents, leases, or lets for 

consideration any living quarters or accommodations in any hotel, apartment hotel, motel, resort motel, 

apartment, apartment motel, roominghouse, mobile home park, recreational vehicle park, condominium, or 

timeshare resort for a term of 6 months or less is exercising a privilege which is subject to taxation under this 

section, unless such person rents, leases, or lets for consideration any living quarters or accommodations which 

are exempt according to the provisions of chapter 212. 

2. a. Tax shall be due on the consideration paid for occupancy in the county pursuant to a regulated short­

term product, as defined ins. 721.05, or occupancy in the county pursuant to a product that would be deemed 

a regulated short-term product if the agreement to purchase the short-term right were executed in this state . 

Such tax shall be collected on the last day of occupancy within the county unless such consideration is applied 

to the purchase of a timeshare estate. The occupancy of an accommodation of a timeshare resort pursuant to a 

timeshare plan, a multisite timeshare plan, or an exchange transaction in an exchange program, as defined in s. 

721.05, by the owner of a timeshare interest or such owner's guest, which guest is not paying monetary 

consideration to the owner or to a third party for the benefit of the owner, is not a privilege subject to taxation 

under this section . A membership or transaction fee paid by a timeshare owner that does not provide the 

timeshare owner with the right to occupy any specific timeshare unit but merely provides the timeshare owner 

with the opportunity to exchange a timeshare interest through an exchange program is a service charge and not 

subject to taxation under this section. 

b. Consideration paid for the purchase of a timeshare license in a timeshare plan, as defined ins. 721.05, is 

rent subject to taxation under this section. 

(b) Subject to the provisions of this section, any county in this state may levy and impose a tourist 

development tax on the exercise within its boundaries of the taxable privilege described in paragraph (a), 

1.18 



except that there shall be no additional levy under this section in any cities or towns presently imposing a 

municipal resort tax as authorized under chapter 67-930, Laws of Florida, and this section shall not in any way 

affect the powers and existence of any tourist development authority created pursuant to chapter 67-930, Laws 

of Florida. No county authorized to levy a convention development tax pursuant to s. 212.0305, or to s . 8 of 

chapter 84-324, Laws of Florida, shall be allowed to levy more than the 2-percent tax authorized by this 

section. A county may elect to levy and impose the tourist development tax in a subcounty special district of 

the county. However, if a county so elects to levy and impose the tax on a subcounty special district basis, the 

district shall embrace all or a significant contiguous portion of the county, and the county shall assist the 

Department of Revenue in identifying the rental units subject to tax in the district. 

(c) The tourist development tax shall be levied, imposed, and set by the governing board of the county at a 

rate of 1 percent or 2 percent of each dollar and major fraction of each dollar of the total consideration 

charged for such lease or rental.. When receipt of consideration is by way of property other than money, the tax 

shall be levied and imposed on the fair market value of such nonmonetary consideration. 

(d) In addition to any 1-percent or 2-percent tax imposed under paragraph (c), the governing board of the 

county may levy, impose, and set an additional 1 percent of each dollar above the tax rate set under paragraph 

(c) by the extraordinary vote of the governing board for the purposes set forth in subsection (5) or by 

referendum approval by the registered electors within the county or subcounty special district. No county shall 

levy, impose, and set the tax authorized under this paragraph unless the county has imposed the 1-percent or 

2-percent tax authorized under paragraph (c) for a minimum of 3 years prior to the effective date of the levy 

and imposition of the tax authorized by this paragraph. Revenues raised by the additional tax authorized under 

this paragraph shall not be used for debt service on or refinancing of existing facilities as specified in 

subparagraph (5)(a)1. unless approved by a resolution adopted by an extraordinary majority of the total 

membership of the governing board of the county. If the 1-percent or 2-percent tax authorized in paragraph (c) 

is levied within a subcounty special taxing district, the additional tax authorized in this paragraph shall only be 

levied therein. The provisions of paragraphs (4)(a)-(d) shall not apply to the adoption of the additional tax 

authorized in this paragraph. The effective date of the levy and imposition of the tax authorized under this 

paragraph shall be the first day of the second month following approval of the ordinance by the governing board 

or the first day of any subsequent month as may be specified in the ordinance. A certified copy of such 

ordinance shall be furnished by the county to the Department of Revenue within 10 days after approval of such 

ordinance. 

(e) The tourist development tax shall be in addition to any other tax imposed pursuant to chapter 212 and in 

addition to all other taxes and fees and the consideration for the rental or lease. 

(f) The tourist development tax shall be charged by the person receiving the consideration for the lease or 

rental, and it shall be collected from the lessee, tenant, or customer at the time of payment of the 

consideration for such lease or rental. 

(g) The person receiving the consideration for such rental or lease shall receive, account for, and remit the 

tax to the Department of Revenue at the time and in the manner provided for persons who collect and remit 

taxes under s. 212.03 . The same duties and privileges imposed by chapter 212 upon dealers in tangible 

property, respecting the collection and remission of tax; the making of returns; the keeping of books, records, 

and accounts; and compliance with the rules of the Department of Revenue in the administration of that 

chapter shall apply to and be binding upon all persons who are subject to the provisions of this section. 

However, the Department of Revenue may authorize a quarterly return and payment when the tax remitted by 

the dealer for the preceding quarter did not exceed $25. 

(h) The Department of Revenue shall keep records showing the amount of taxes collected, which records 

shall also include records disclosing the amount of taxes collected for and from each county in which the tax 

authorized by this section is applicable. These records shall be open for inspection during the regular office 

hours of the Department of Revenue, subject to the provisions of s. 213.053. 
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(i) Collections received by the Department of Revenue from the tax, less costs of administration of this 

section, shall be paid and returned monthly to the county which imposed the tax, for use by the county in 

accordance with the provisions of this section. They shall be placed in the county tourist development trust 

fund of the respective county, which shall be established by each county as a condition precedent to receipt of 

such funds. 

(j) The Department of Revenue is authorized to employ persons and incur other expenses for which funds 

are appropriated by the Legislature. 

(k) The Department of Revenue shall promulgate such rules and shall prescribe and publish such forms as 

may be necessary to effectuate the purposes of this section. 

(l) In addition to any other tax which is imposed pursuant to this section, a county may impose up to an 

additional1-percent tax on the exercise of the privilege described in paragraph (a) by majority vote of the 

governing board of the county in order to: 

1. Pay the debt service on bonds issued to finance the construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a 

professional sports franchise facility, or the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a 

retained spring training franchise facility, either publicly owned and operated, or publicly owned and operated 

by the owner of a professional sports franchise or other lessee with sufficient expertise or financial capability to 

operate such facility, and to pay the planning and design costs incurred prior to the issuance of such bonds. 

Z. Pay the debt service on bonds issued to finance the construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a 

convention center, and to pay the planning and design costs incurred prior to the issuance of such bonds. 

3. Pay the operation and maintenance costs of a convention center for a period of up to 10 years. Only 

counties that have elected to levy the tax for the purposes authorized in subparagraph 2. may use the tax for 

the purposes enumerated in this subparagraph. Any county that elects to levy the tax for the purposes 

authorized in subparagraph Z. after July 1, 2000, may use the proceeds of the tax to pay the operation and 

maintenance costs of a convention center for the life of the bonds. 

4. Promote and advertise tourism in the State of Florida and nationally and internationally; however, if tax 

revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or event, the activity, service, venue, or event shall 

have as one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of the activity, 

service, venue, or event to tourists. 

The provision of paragraph (b) which prohibits any county authorized to levy a convention development tax 

pursuant to s. 212.0305 from levying more than the 2-percent tax authorized by this section, and the provisions 

of paragraphs (4)(a)-(d), shall not apply to the additional tax authorized in this paragraph. The effective date of 

the levy and imposition of the tax authorized under this paragraph shall be the first day of the second month 

following approval of the ordinance by the governing board or the first day of any subsequent month as may be 

specified in the ordinance . A certified copy of such ordinance shall be furnished by the county to the 

Department of Revenue within 10 days after approval of such ordinance . 

(m)1 . In addition to any other tax which is imposed pursuant to this section, a high tourism impact county 

may impose an additional 1-percent tax on the exercise of the privilege described in paragraph (a) by 

extraordinary vote of the governing board of the county. The tax revenues received pursuant to this paragraph 

shall be used for one or more of the authorized uses pursuant to subsection (5). 

2. A county is considered to be a high tourism impact county after the Department of Revenue has certified 

to such county that the sales subject to the tax levied pursuant to this section exceeded $600 million during the 

previous calendar year, or were at least 18 percent of the county's total taxable sales under chapter Z 12 where 

the sales subject to the tax levied pursuant to this section were a minimum of $200 million, except that no 

county authorized to levy a convention development tax pursuant to s. 212.0305 shall be considered a high 

tourism impact county. Once a county qualifies as a high tourism impact county, it shall retain this designation 

for the period the tax is levied pursuant to this paragraph. 1.20 



3. The provisions of paragraphs (4)(a)-(d) shall not apply to the adoption of the additional tax authorized in 

this paragraph. The effective date of the levy and imposition of the tax authorized under this paragraph shall be 

the first day of the second month following approval of the ordinance by the governing board or the first day of 

any subsequent month as may be specified in the ordinance. A certified copy of such ordinance shall be 

furnished by the county to the Department of Revenue within 10 days after approval of such ordinance . 

(n) In addition to any other tax that is imposed under this section, a county that has imposed the tax under 

paragraph (l) may impose an additional tax that is no greater than 1 percent on the exercise of the privilege 

described in paragraph (a) by a majority plus one vote of the membership of the board of county commissioners 

in order to: 

1. Pay the debt service on bonds issued to finance: 

a. The construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a facility either publicly owned and operated, or 

publicly owned and operated by the owner of a professional sports franchise or other lessee with sufficient 

expertise or financial capability to operate such facility, and to pay the planning and design costs incurred prior 

to the issuance of such bonds for a new professional sports franchise as defined in s. 288.1162. 

b. The acquisition, construction, reconstruction , or renovation of a facility either publicly owned and 

operated, or publicly owned and operated by the owner of a professional sports franchise or other lessee with 

sufficient expertise or financial capability to operate such facility, and to pay the planning and design costs 

incurred prior to the issuance of such bonds for a retained spring training franchise. 

2. Promote and advertise tourism in the State of Florida and nationally and internationally; however, if tax 

revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or event, the activity, service, venue, or event shall 

have as one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of the activity, 

service, venue, or event to tourists. 

A county that imposes the tax authorized in this paragraph may not expend any ad valorem tax revenues for the 

acquisition, construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a facility for which tax revenues are used pursuant to 

subparagraph 1. The provision of paragraph (b) which prohibits any county authorized to levy a convention 

development tax pursuant to s. 212.0305 from levying more than the 2-percent tax authorized by this section 

shall not apply to the additional tax authorized by this paragraph in counties which levy convention 

development taxes pursuant to s. 212.0305(4)(a). Subsection (4) does not apply to the adoption of the 

additional tax authorized in this paragraph. The effective date of the levy and imposition of the tax authorized 

under this paragraph is the first day of the second month following approval of the ordinance by the board of 

county commissioners or the first day of any subsequent month specified in the ordinance. A certified copy of 

such ordinance shall be furnished by the county to the Department of Revenue within 10 days after approval of 

the ordinance. 

(4) ORDINANCE LEVY TAX; PROCEDURE.-

(a) The tourist development tax shall be levied and imposed pursuant to an ordinance containing the county 

tourist development plan prescribed under paragraph (c), enacted by the governing board of the county. The 

ordinance levying and imposing the tourist development tax shall not be effective unless the electors of the 

county or the electors in the subcounty special district in which the tax is to be levied approve the ordinance 

authorizing the levy and imposition of the tax, in accordance with subsection (6). The effective date of the levy 

and imposition of the tax shall be the first day of the second month following approval of the ordinance by 

referendum, as prescribed in subsection (6), or the first day of any subsequent month as may be specified in the 

ordinance. A certified copy of the ordinance shall be furnished by the county to the Department of Revenue 

within 10 days after approval of such ordinance. The governing authority of any county levying such tax shall 

notify the department, within 10 days after approval of the ordinance by referendum, of the time period during 

which the tax will be levied. 

(b) At least 60 days prior to the enactment of the ordinance levying the tax, the governing board of the 

county shall adopt a resolution establishing and appointing the members of the county tourist development 
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council, as prescribed in paragraph (e), and indicating the intention of the county t o consider t he enactment of 

an ordinance levying and imposing the t ourist development tax. 

(c) Prior to enactment of the ordinance levying and imposing the tax, the county tourist development 

council shall prepare and submit to the governing board of the county for its approval a plan for tourist 

development. The plan shall set forth the anticipated net tourist development tax revenue to be derived by the 

county for the 24 months following the levy of the tax; the tax district in which the tourist development tax is 

proposed; and a list , in the order of priority, of the proposed uses of the tax revenue by specific project or 

special use as the same are authorized under subsection (5). The plan shall include the approximate cost or 

expense allocation for each specific project or special use. 

(d) The governing board of the county shall adopt the county plan for tourist development as part of the 

ordinance levying the tax. After enactment of the ordinance levying and imposing the tax, the plan of tourist 

development may not be substantially amended except by ordinance enacted by an affirmative vot e of a 

maj ority plus one additional member of the governing board. 

(e) The governing board of each county which levies and imposes a tourist development tax under this 

section shall appoint an advisory council to be known as the " (name of county) Tourist Development Council." The 

council shall be established by ordinance and composed of nine members who shall be appointed by t he 

governing board. The chair of the governing board of the county or any other member of the governing board as 

designated by the chair shall serve on the council. Two members of the council shall be elected municipal 

officials, at least one of whom shall be from the most populous municipality in the county or subcounty special 

taxing district in which the tax is levied. Six members of the council shall be persons who are involved in the 

tourist industry and who have demonstrated an interest in tourist development, of which members, not less 

than three nor more than four shall be owners or operators of motels, hotels, recreational vehicle parks, or 

other t ourist accommodations in the county and subject to the tax. All members of the council shall be electors 

of the county. The governing board of the county shall have the option of designating the chair of the council or 

allowing the council to elect a chair. The chair shall be appoint ed or elected annually and may be reelected or 

reappointed. The members of the council shall serve for staggered t erms of 4 years. The terms of office of the 

original members shall be prescribed in the resolution required under paragraph (b). The council shall meet at 

least once each quarter and, from time to time, shall make recommendations to the county governing board for 

the effective operation of the special projects or for uses of the tourist development tax revenue and perform 

such other duties as may be prescribed by county ordinance or resolution. The council shall continuously review 

expenditures of revenues from the tourist development trust fund and shall receive, at least quarterly, 

expenditure reports from the county governing board or its designee. Expenditures which the council believes to 

be unauthorized shall be reported to the county governing board and the Department of Revenue. The governing 

board and the department shall review the findings of the council and take appropriate administrative or 

judicial action to ensure compliance with this section. The changes in the composition of the membership of the 

tourist development council mandated by chapter 86-4, Laws of Florida, and this act shall not cause the 

interruption of the current term of any person who is a member of a council on October 1, 1996. 

(5) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE. -

(a) All tax revenues received pursuant to this sect ion by a count y imposing the t ourist development tax shall 

be used by that county for the following purposes only: 

1. To acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or 

more: 

a. Publicly owned and operated convention centers, sports stadiums, sports arenas, coli seums, or 

auditoriums within the boundaries of the county or subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is levied; 

b. Auditoriums that are publicly owned but are operated by organizations that are exempt from federal 

taxation pursuant to 26 U.S.C. s. 501 (c)(3) and open to the public, within the boundaries of the county or 

subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is levied; or 
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c. Aquariums or museums that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for-profit 

organizations and open to the public, within the boundaries of the county or subcounty special taxing district in 

which the tax is levied; 

2. To promote zoological parks that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for­

profit organizations and open to the public; 

3. To promote and advertise tourism in this state and nationally and internationally; however, if tax 

revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or event, the activity, service, venue, or event must 

have as one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of the activity, 

service, venue, or event to tourists; 

4. To fund convention bureaus, tourist bureaus, tourist information centers, and news bureaus as county 

agencies or by contract with the chambers of commerce or similar associations in the county, which may include 

any indirect administrative costs for services performed by the county on behalf of the promotion agency; or 

5. To finance beach park facilities or beach improvement, maintenance, renourishment, restoration, and 

erosion control, including shoreline protection, enhancement, cleanup, or restoration of inland lakes and rivers 

to which there is public access as those uses relate to the physical preservation of the beach, shoreline, or 

inland lake or river. However, any funds identified by a county as the local matching source for beach 

renourishment, restoration, or erosion control projects included in the long-range budget plan of the state's 

Beach Management Plan, pursuant to s. 161.091, or funds contractually obligated by a county in the financial 

plan for a federally authorized shore protection project may not be used or loaned for any other purpose. In 

counties of fewer than 100,000 population, up to 10 percent of the revenues from the tourist development tax 

may be used for beach park facilities. 

Subparagraphs 1. and 2. may be implemented through service contracts and leases with lessees that have 

sufficient expertise or financial capability to operate such facilities. 

(b) Tax revenues received pursuant to this section by a county of less than 750,000 population imposing a 

tourist development tax may only be used by that county for the following purposes in addition to those 

purposes allowed pursuant to paragraph (a): to acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, 

maintain, operate, or promote one or more zoological parks, fishing piers or nature centers which are publicly 

owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for-profit organizations and open to the public. All 

population figures relating to this subsection shall be based on the most recent population estimates prepared 

pursuant to the provisions of s. 186.901. These population estimates shall be those in effect on July 1 of each 

year. 

(c) A county located adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico or the Atlantic Ocean, except a county that receives 

revenue from taxes levied pursuant to s. 125.0108, which meets the following criteria may use up to 10 percent 

of the tax revenue received pursuant to this section to reimburse expenses incurred in providing public safety 

services, including emergency medical services as defined ins. 401.107(3), and law enforcement services, which 

are needed to address impacts related to increased tourism and visitors to an area. However, if taxes collected 

pursuant to this section are used to reimburse emergency medical services or public safety services for tourism 

or special events, the governing board of a county or municipality may not use such taxes to supplant the 

normal operating expenses of an emergency medical services department, a fire department, a sheriff's office, 

or a police department. To receive reimbursement, the county must: 

1. Generate a minimum of $10 million in annual proceeds from any tax, or any combination of taxes, 

authorized to be levied pursuant to this section; 

2. Have at least three municipalities; and 

3. Have an estimated population of less than 225,000, according to the most recent population estimate 

prepared pursuant to s. 186.901 , excluding the inmate population . 

The board of county commissioners must by majority vote approve reimbursement made pursuant to this 

paragraph upon receipt of a recommendation from the tourist development council. 
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(d) The revenues to be derived from the tourist development tax may be pledged to secure and liquidate 

revenue bonds issued by the county for the purposes set forth in subparagraphs (a)1., 2., and 5. or for the 

purpose of refunding bonds previously issued for such purposes, or both; however, no more than 50 percent of 

the revenues from the tourist development tax may be pledged to secure and liquidate revenue bonds or 

revenue refundi ng bonds issued for the purposes set forth in subparagraph (a)5. Such revenue bonds and 

revenue refunding bonds may be authorized and issued in such principal amounts, with such interest rates and 

maturity dates, and subject to such other terms, conditions, and covenants as the governing board of the 

county shall provide. The Legislature intends that this paragraph be full and complete authority for 

accomplishing such purposes, but such authority is supplemental and additional to, and not in derogation of, 

any powers now existing or later conferred under law. 

(e) Any use of the local option tourist dev~lopment tax revenues collected pursuant to this section for a 

purpose not expressly authorized by paragraph (3)(1) or paragraph (3)(n) or paragraphs (a)-(d) of this subsection 

is expressly prohibited. 

(6) REFERENDUM. -

(a) No ordinance enacted by any county levying the tax authorized by paragraphs (3)(b) and (c) shall take 

effect until the ordinance levying and imposing the tax has been approved in a referendum election by a 

majority of the electors voting in such election in the county or by a majority of the electors voting in the 

subcounty special tax district affected by the tax. 

(b) The governing board of the county levying the tax shall arrange to place a question on the ballot at the 

next regular or special election to be held within the county, substantially as follows: 

FOR the Tourist Development Tax 

AGAINST the Tourist Development Tax. 

(c) If a majority of the electors voting on the question approve the levy, the ordinance shall be deemed to 

be in effect. 

(d) In any case where a referendum levying and imposing the tax has been approved pursuant to this section 

and 15 percent of the electors in the county or 15 percent of the electors in the subcounty special district in 

which the tax is levied file a petition with the board of county commissioners for a referendum to repeal the 

tax, the board of county commissioners shall cause an election to be held for the repeal of the tax which 

election shall be subject only to the outstanding bonds for which the tax has been pledged. However, the repeal 

of the tax shall not be effective with respect to any portion of taxes initially levied in November 1989, which 

has been pledged or is being used to support bonds under paragraph (3)(d) or paragraph (3)(1) until the 

retirement of those bonds. 

(7) AUTOMATIC EXPIRATION ON RETIREMENT OF BONDS.-Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, 

if the plan for tourist development approved by the governing board of the county, as amended pursuant to 

paragraph (4)(d), includes the acquisition, construction, extension, enlargement, remodeling, repair, or 

improvement of a publicly owned and operated convention center, sports stadium, sports arena, coliseum, or 

auditorium, or museum or aquarium that is publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by a not-for­

profit organization, the county ordinance levying and imposing the tax automatically expires upon the later of: 

(a) The retirement of all bonds issued by the county for financing the acquisition, construction, extension, 

enlargement, remodeling, repair, or improvement of a publicly owned and operated convention center, sports 

stadium, sports arena, coliseum, or auditorium, or museum or aquarium that is publicly owned and operated or 

owned and operated by a not-for-profit organization; or 

(b) The expiration of any agreement by the county for the operation or maintenance, or both, of a publicly 

owned and operated convention center, sports stadium, sports arena, coliseum, auditorium, aquarium, or 

museum. However, this does not preclude that county from amending the ordinance extending the tax to the 

extent that the board of the county determines to be necessary to provide funds to operate, maintain, repair, 

or renew and replace a publicly owned and operated convention center, sports stadium, sports arena, coliseum, 

auditorium, aquarium, or museum or from enacting an ordinance that takes effect without referendum 

1.24 



approval, unless the original referendum required ordinance expiration, pursuant to the provisions of this 

section reimposing a tourist development tax, upon or following the expiration of the previous ordinance. 

(8) PROHIBITED ACTS; ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES. -

(a) Any person who is taxable hereunder who fails or refuses to charge and collect from the person paying 

any rental or lease the taxes herein provided, either by himself or herself or through agents or employees, is, in 

addition to being personally liable for the payment of the tax, guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, 

punishable as provided ins. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(b) No person shall advertise or hold out to the public in any manner, directly or indirectly, that he or she 

will absorb all or any part of the tax, that he or she will relieve the person paying the rental of the payment of 

all or any part of the tax, or that the tax will not be added to the rental or lease consideration or, when added, 

that it or any part thereof will be refunded or refused, either directly or indirectly, by any method whatsoever. 

Any person who willfully violates any provision of this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, 

punishable as provided ins. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(c) The tax authorized to be levied by this section shall constitute a lien on the property of the lessee, 

customer, or tenant in the same manner as, and shall be collectible as are, liens authorized and imposed in ss. 

713.67, 713.68, and 713.69. 

(9) COUNTY TOURISM PROMOTION AGENCIES.-In addition to any other powers and duties provided for 

agencies created for the purpose of tourism promotion by a county levying the tourist development tax, such 

agencies are authorized and empowered to: 

(a) Provide, arrange, and make expenditures for transportation, lodging, meals, and other reasonable and 

necessary items and services for such persons, as determined by the head of the agency, in connection with the 

performance of promotional and other duties of the agency. However, entertainment expenses shall be 

authorized only when meeting with travel writers, tour brokers, or other persons connected with the tourist 

industry. All travel and entertainment-related expenditures in excess of $10 made pursuant to this subsection 

shall be substantiated by paid bills therefor. Complete and detailed justification for all travel and 

entertainment-related expenditures made pursuant to this subsection shall be shown on the travel expense 

voucher or attached thereto. Transportation and other incidental expenses, other than those provided in s. 

112.061, shall only be authorized for officers and employees of the agency, other authorized persons, travel 

writers, tour brokers, or other persons connected with the tourist industry when traveling pursuant to paragraph 

(c). All other transportation and incidental expenses pursuant to this subsection shall be as provided in s. 

112.061 . Operational or promotional advancements, as defined in s. 288.35(4), obtained pursuant to this 

subsection, shall not be commingled with any other funds. 

(b) Pay by advancement or reimbursement, or a combination thereof, the costs of per diem and incidental 

expenses of officers and employees of the agency and other authorized persons, for foreign travel at the current 

rates as specified in the federal publication "Standardized Regulations (Government Civilians, Foreign Areas)." 

The provisions of this paragraph shall apply for any officer or employee of the agency traveling in foreign 

countries for the purposes of promoting tourism and travel to the county, if such travel expenses are approved 

and certified by the agency head from whose funds the traveler is paid. As used in this paragraph, the term 

"authorized person" shall have the same meaning as provided ins. 112.061(2)(e). With the exception of 

provisions concerning rates of payment for per diem, the provisions of s. 112.061 are applicable to the travel 

described in this paragraph. As used in this paragraph, "foreign travel" means all travel outside the United 

States. Persons traveling in foreign countries pursuant to this subsection shall not be entitled to reimbursements 

or advancements pursuant to s. 112.061 (6)(a)2. 

(c) Pay by advancement or reimbursement, or by a combination thereof, the actual reasonable and 

necessary costs of travel, meals, lodging, and incidental expenses of officers and employees of the agency and 

other authorized persons when meeting with travel writers, tour brokers, or other persons connected with the 

tourist industry, and while attending or traveling in connection with travel or trade shows. With the exception 
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of provisions concerning rates of payment, the provisions of s. 112.061 are applicable to the travel described in 

this paragraph. 

(d) Undertake marketing research and advertising research studies and provide reservations services and 

convention and meetings booking services consistent with the authorized uses of revenue as set forth in 

subsection (5). 

1. Information given to a county tourism promotion agency which, if released, would reveal the identity of 

persons or entities who provide data or other information as a response to a sales promotion effort, an 

advertisement, or a research project or whose names, addresses, meeting or convention plan information or 

accommodations or other visitation needs become booking or reservation list data, is exempt from s. 119. 07(1) 

and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution. 

2. The following information, when held by a county tourism promotion agency, is exempt from s. 119 .07(1) 

and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution: 

a. Booking business records, as defined ins. 255.047. 

b. Trade secrets and commercial or financial information gathered from a person and privileged or 

confidential, as defined and interpreted under 5 U.S .C. s. 552(b)(4), or any amendments thereto. 

3. A trade secret, as defined ins. 812.081, held by a county tourism promotion agency is exempt from s. 

119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution. This subparagraph is subject to the Open Government 

Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand repealed on October 2, 2021, unless reviewed 

and saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature. 

(e) Represent themselves to the public as convention and visitors bureaus, visitors bureaus, tourist 

development councils, vacation bureaus, or county tourism promotion agencies operating under any other name 

or names specifically designated by ordinance. 

(10) LOCAL ADMINISTRATION OF TAX. -

(a) A county levying a tax under this section or s. 125.0108 may be exempted from the requirements of the 

respective section that: 

1. The tax collected be remitted to the Department of Revenue before being returned to the county; and 

2. The tax be administered according to chapter 212, 

if the county adopts an ordinance providing for the local collection and administration of the tax. 

(b) The ordinance shall include provision for, but need not be limited to: 

1. Initial collection of the tax to be made in the same manner as the tax imposed under chapter 212. 

2. Designation of the local official to whom the tax shall be remitted, and that official's powers and duties 

with respect thereto. Tax revenues may be used only in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

3. Requirements respecting the keeping of appropriate books, records, and accounts by those responsible 

for collecting and administering the tax. 

4 . Provision for payment of a dealer's credit as required under chapter 212. 

5. A portion of the tax collected may be retained by the county for costs of administration, but such portion 

shall not exceed 3 percent of collections. 

(c) A county adopting an ordinance providing for the collection and administration of the tax on a local basis 

shall also adopt an ordinance electing either to assume all responsibility for auditing the records and accounts 

of dealers, and assessing, collecting, and enforcing payments of delinquent taxes, or to delegate such authority 

to the Department of Revenue. If the county elects to assume such responsibility, it shall be bound by all rules 

promulgated by the Department of Revenue pursuant to paragraph (3)(k), as well as those rules pertaining to 

the sales and use tax on transient rentals imposed by s. 212.03. The county may use any power granted in this 

section to the department to determine the amount of tax, penalties, and interest to be paid by each dealer 

and to enforce payment of such tax, penalties, and interest. The county may use a certified public accountant 

licensed in this state in the administration of its statutory duties and responsibilities. Such certified public 

accountants are bound by the same confidentiality requirements and subject to the same penalties as the 
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county under s. 213.053. If the county delegates such authority to the department, the department shall 

distribute any collections so received, less costs of administration, to the county. The amount deducted for 

costs of administration by the department shall be used only for those costs which are solely and directly 

attributable to auditing, assessing, collecting, processing, and enforcing payments of delinquent taxes 

authorized in this section. If a county elects to delegate such authority to the department, the department shall 

audit only those businesses in the county that it audits pursuant to chapter 212. 

(11) INTEREST PAID ON DISTRIBUTIONS.-

(a) Interest shall be paid on undistributed taxes collected and remitted to the Department of Revenue under 

this section. Such interest shall be included along with the tax proceeds distributed to the counties and shall be 

paid from moneys transferred from the General Revenue Fund. The department shall calculate the interest for 

net t ax distributions using the average daily rate that was earned by the State Treasury for the preceding 

calendar quarter and paid to the General Revenue Fund. This rate shall be certified by the Chief Financial 

Officer to the department by the 20th day following the close of each quarter. 

(b) The interest applicable to taxes collected under this section shall be calculated by multiplying the tax 

amounts to be distributed times the daily rate times the number of days after the third working day following 

the date the tax is due and payable pursuant to s. 212.11 until the date the department i ssues a voucher to 

request the Chief Financial Officer to issue the payment warrant. The warrant shall be issued within 7 days 

after the request. 

(c) If an overdistribution of taxes is made by the department, interest shall be paid on the overpaid amount 

beginning on the date the warrant including the overpayment was issued until the third working day following 

the due date of the payment period from which the overpayment is being deducted. The interest on an 

overpayment shall be calculated using the average daily rate from the applicable calendar quarter and shall be 

deducted from moneys distributed to the county under this section. 
History.- ss. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, ch. 77-209; s. 3, ch. 79-359; s. 72, ch. 79-400; s. 4, ch . 80-209; s. 2, ch. 80-222; s. 5, ch . 83-297; 

s. 1, ch. 83-321; s. 40, ch. 85-55; s. 1, ch. 86-4; s. 76, ch. 86-163; s. 61, ch. 87-6; s. 1, ch. 87-99; s. 35, ch. 87-101; s. 1, ch. 87-175; s. 
5, ch. 87-280; s. 4, ch. 88-226; s. 6, ch. 88-243; s. 2, ch. 89-217; ss. 31, 66, ch. 89-356; s. 2, ch. 89-362; s. 1, ch. 90-107; s. 1, ch. 90-

349; s. 81, ch. 91-45; s. 230, ch. 91-224; s. 3, ch. 92-175; s. 1, ch. 92-204; s. 32, ch. 92-320; s. 4, ch. 93-233; s. 1, ch. 94-275; s. 3, ch. 
94-314; s. 37, ch. 94-338; s. 3, ch. 94-353; s. 1, ch. 95-133; s. 1434, ch. 95-147; s. 3, ch. 95-304; s. 1, ch. 95-360; s. 1, ch. 95-416; ss. 
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I 

ARTICLE Il l.- TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAXQI 

Footnotes: 

--- {3) ---

Editor's note- Ord. No. 95-30, §§ 1-7, adopted August 15, 1995, amended the Code by repealing 
former Art. Ill ,§§ 17-111-1 7-1 13, and added a new Art. Ill ,§§ 17-111-17-1 16 . Former Art. Ill perta ined 
to simi lar subject matter and derived from the following ordinances: 

Ord. No. Date 

I 
Ord. No. Date 

82-15 

I 
7- 6-82 91-23 5-21-91 

85-6 

I 
3-12-85 91-45 

I 
11-19-91 

87-25 

I 
9-29-87 92-9 4-21 

88-43 12-20-88 92-36 11-17-92 

89-9 

I 
6-20-89 93-29 10-19-93 

90-24 7-24-90 93-30 10-19-93 

91-3 1-22-91 95-12 4-18-95 

State law reference- Taxation to be as authorized by general law, Fla. Con st. art. VII, § 1 (a); Local 
Option Tourist Development Act, F.S. § 125.0104. 

Sec. 17-111. - Title. 

This article shall be known as and may be cited as the "Tourist Development Ordinance of Palm 
Beach County". 

(Ord. No. 95-30, § 1, 8-15-95) 

Sec. 17-112.- Intent and purpose. 

The foregoing recitals are hereby affirmed, ratified and adopted as if set forth fully herein. The board 
of county commissioners (hereinafter the "board") desires to ensure the advancement, promotion, 
generation, development, and growth of tourism; the enhancement of the tourist industry; and the 
attraction of tourists and conventioneers from within the State of Florida, across the nation, and 
throughout the world to Palm Beach County. This is accomplished through the tourist development plan 
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set forth herein which identifies specific projects/special uses of tourist development tax revenue in 
accordance with Florida Statutes,§ 125.0104(5). 

(Ord. No. 95-30, § 2, 8-15-95) 

Sec. 17-113. - Levy of tourist development tax. 

(a) The levy and imposition of the tourist development tax (hereinafter the "tax") throughout Palm 
Beach County, Florida, is hereby reestablished and reenacted herein at a rate of one (1) percent 
which commenced on the first day of the month following approval of the referendum held 
September 7, 1982; which increased to two (2) percent on January 1, 1984; to three (3) percent on 
February 1, 1989; to four (4) percent on January 1, 1994; to five (5) percent on December 1, 2006; 
and to six (6) percent on February 1, 2015, of each whole and major fraction of each dollar of the 
total rental charged every person who rents, leases, or lets for consideration any living quarters or 
accommodations in any hotel, apartment hotel, motel, resort motel, apartment, apartment motel, 
roominghouse, mobile home park, recreational vehicle park, or condominium for a term of six (6) 
months or less, unless such person rents, leases, or lets for consideration any living quarters or 
accommodations which are exempt according to the provisions of Chapter 212, Florida Statutes. 
When receipt of consideration is by way of property other than money, the tax shall be levied and 
imposed on the fair market value of such nonmonetary consideration. 

(b) The tax shall be in addition to any other tax imposed pursuant to Florida Statutes, Chapter 212, and 
in addition to all other taxes and fees and the consideration for the rental or lease. 

(c) The tax shall be charged by the person receiving the consideration for the lease or rental, and it 
shall be collected from the lessee, tenant, or customer at the time of payment of the consideration for 
such lease or rental. 

(Ord. No. 95-30, § 3, 8-15-95; Ord. No. 06-038, § 1, 9-12-06; Ord. No. 2014-044, § 1, 12-16-14) 

Sec. 17-114. - Collec~ion of tourist development tax. 

(a) Initial collection. The initial collection of the tax shall continue to be made in the same manner as the 
tax imposed under Part I of, Florida Statutes, Chapter 212. 

(b) Collection and administration of tax. The person receiving tlie lease or rental consideration (also 
referred to herein as the "dealer") for any period subsequent to December 31 , 1992, shall receive, 
account for, and remit the tax to the Tax Collector (hereinafter the "Tax Collector"), who shall be 
responsible for the collection of the tax from the dealer and the administration of the tax. The term 
"Tax Collector," for the purposes of this article, shall include any person in the Office of the Tax 
Collector designated to carry out the duties and responsibilities prescribed herein. The Tax Collector 
shall keep appropriate records, books, and accounts of said remittances. 

(c) Duties and privileges of dealers. The same duties and privileges imposed by Florida Statutes, 
Chapter 212, upon dealers in tangible property, respecting the collection and remission of the tax, 
the making of returns, the keeping of books, records, and accounts, and the payment of a dealer's 
credit as required under Florida Statutes, Chapter 212, Part 1, shall apply to and be binding upon all 
persons who are subject to the provisions of this article; however, the Tax Collector may authorize a 
quarterly return and payment when the tax remitted by the dealer for the preceding quarter did not 
exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(d) Remittance of tax. All taxes collected under this article shall be remitted to the Tax Collector, who 
shall collect and administer the tax according to the provisions of Florida Statutes, Chapter 212, Part 
1, and shall have the same powers, duties, and responsibilities as the State of Florida Department of 
Revenue under Florida Statutes, Chapter 212, Part 1. 
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(e) Promulgation of rules and forms. The tax collector shall promulgate such rules, and prescribe and 
publish such forms as may be necessary to effectuate the purposes of this article. 

(f) Enforcement and audit functions. The Tax Collector shall perform the enforcement and audit 
functions associated with the collection and remission of the tax, including, without limitation, the 
following: 

(1) Examination of books and records. For the purpose of enforcing the collection of the tax levied 
by this article, the Tax Collector is hereby specifically authorized and empowered to examine at 
all reasonable hours the books, records, and other documents of all dealers or other persons 
charged with the duty to report or pay a tax under this article, in order to determine whether they 
are collecting the tax or otherwise complying with this article. In the event said dealer or person 
refuses to permit such examination of its books, records, or other documents by the Tax 
Collector as aforesaid, such dealer or person is guilty of a violation of this article and shall be 
subject to the penalties provided for in, Florida Statutes§ 125.69. The Tax Collector shall have 
the right to proceed in Circuit Court to seek a mandatory injunction or other appropriate remedy 
to enforce its rights against the offender, as granted by this section, to require an examination of 
the books and records of such dealer. 

(2) Deater to maintain books and records. Each dealer shall secure, maintain, and keep for a 
period of three (3) years a complete record of rooms or other lodging, leased or rented by said 
dealer, together with gross receipts from such sales, and other pertinent records and papers as 
may be required by the Tax Collector for the reasonable administration of this article; and all 
such records which are located or maintained in the County shall be open for inspection by the 
Tax Collector at all reasonable hours at such 9ealer's place of business located in the County. 
Any dealer who maintains such books and records at a point outside the County must make 
such books and records availab le for inspection by the Tax Collector in the County. Any dealer 
subject to the provisions of this article who violates these provisions is guilty of a violation of this 
article, punishable as provided in, Florida Statutes, § 125.69. 

(3) Notification of audit. The Tax Collector shall send written notification, at least sixty (60) days 
prior to the date an auditor is scheduled to begin an audit, informing the taxpayer of the audit. 
The Tax Collector is not required to give sixty (60) days prior notification of a forthcoming audit 
in any instance in which the taxpayer requests an emergency audit. 

a. Such written notification shall contain: 

1. The approximate date on which the auditor is scheduled to begin the audit. 

2. A reminder that all of the records, receipts, invoices, exemption certificates, and 
related documentation of the taxpayer must be made available to the auditor. 

3. Any other request or suggestions the Tax Collector may deem necessary. 

b. Only records, receipts, invoices, exemption certificates, and related documentation which 
are available to the auditor when such audit begins shall be deemed acceptable for the 
purposes of conducting such audit. 

(g) Responsibility for auditing, assessing, collecting, and enforcing payment. The county, through the 
Tax Collector, assumes all responsibility for auditing the records and accounts of dealers and 
assessing, collecting, and enforcing payment of delinquent taxes. The County adopts and delegates 
to the Tax Collector any and all powers and authority granted to the State of Florida Department of 
Revenue in Florida Statutes, § 125.0104 and Part I of Chapter 212, and as further incorporated 
therein, to determine the amount of the tax, penalties, and interest to be paid by each dealer and to 
enforce payment of such tax, penalties, and interest. 

(h) Failure to charge and collect tax. Any dealer, either by himself or through his or her agents or 
employees, who fails or refuses to charge and collect the taxes herein provided is personally liable 
for the payment of the tax and is punishable as provided by law. 

(i) Absorption and relief of tax prohibited. No person shall advertise or hold out to the public in any 
manner, directly or indirectly, that he or she wi ll absorb all or any part of the tax; that he or she will 
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relieve the person paying the rental of the payment of all or any part of the tax; or that the tax will not 
be added to the rental or lease consideration or, when added, that it or any part thereof will be 
refunded or refused, either directly or indirectly, by any method whatsoever. Any person who willfully 
violates this provision is punishable as provided by law. 

U) Tax constitutes lien on property. The tax levied pursuant to this article shall constitute a lien on the 
property of the lessee, customer, or tenant in the same manner as, and shall be collectible as are, 
liens authorized and imposed in Florida Statutes,§§ 713.67, 713.68, and 713.69. 

(k) Use of tax revenues. Tax revenues collected hereunder may be used only in accordance with the 
provisions of Florida Statutes,§ 125.0104. 

(I) Taxes are county funds. All taxes imposed by this article shall become county funds at the moment 
of collection and shall for each month be due to the Tax Collector on the first day of the succeeding 
month and be delinquent on the twenty-first day of such month. All returns postmarked after the 
twentieth day of such month are delinquent. 

(m) Remittance of taxes collected and interest thereon to Clerk. All taxes collected hereunder, less the 
costs of administration on the collections received, shall be remitted monthly to the Clerk of the 
Board and placed in the "Palm Beach County Tourist Development Trust Fund." Interest on the 
collections received by the tax collector shall be remitted to the Clerk of the Board quarterly and 
placed in the "Palm Beach County Tourist Development Trust Fund." 

(n) Costs of administration. A portion of the tax collected may be retained by the tax collector for the 
costs of administration, but such portion shall not exceed two (2) percent of collections. The 
percentage of tax revenues retained by the tax collector for the costs of administration will be 
accounted for by the Tax Collector in the same manner in which other fees and commissions paid to 
the Tax Collector by the board are accounted. The excess fees will be distributed to the board in 
accordance with Florida Statutes, § 218.36. 

(Ord. No. 95-30, § 4, 8-15-95) 

Sec. 17-115.- Tourist development council. 

(a) Establishment; membership. There is hereby established, pursuant to the provisions of Florida 
Statutes, § 125.0104, an advisory council to be known as the "Palm Beach County Tourist 
Development Council," hereinafter referred to as the "council." The Council shall be composed of 
nine (9) members. One (1) member of the Council shall be the Chair of the Board or any other 
member of the Board, as designated by the Chair, who shall also serve as chair of the Council. The 
remaining eight (8) members of the Council shall be appointed by the Board and shall have the 
following representative classifications: 

(1) Two (2) members who are elected municipal officials, one (1) of whom shall be from the most 
populous municipality in the County. 

(2) Three (3) members who are owners or operators of motels, hotels, recreational vehicle parks, 
or other tourist accommodations in the County and subject to the tax. 

(3) Three (3) members who are involved in the tourist industry and who have demonstrated an 
interest in tourist devel.opment, but who are not owners or operators of motels, hotels, 
recreational vehicle parks, or other tourist accommodations in the County and subject to the tax. 

(b) Terms and conditions of membership. All members of the Council shall be electors of the County at 
the time of appointment and while serving on the Council. The members of the Council shall serve 
for staggered terms of four (4) years. There shall be no limit on the number of terms an individual 
may serve. Those members of the Council appointed by the Board of County Commissioners in its 
resolution dated March 3, 1981, establishing the initial council, shall continue to serve in such 
capacities for the terms set forth therein. Members of the Council may be reappointed, provided they 
continue to meet the qualifications of membership, and may be removed with or without cause in the 
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same manner as is presently set forth by resolution for the appointment of such members. A vacancy 
on the Council not occurring by expiration of terms shall be filled by the Board for the unexpired term 
in the same manner as is presently set forth by resolution for appointments to the Council. 

(c) Removal for lack of attendance. Members of the Council shall be automatically removed for lack of 
attendance. Lack of attendance means failure to attend three (3) consecutive meetings or failure to 
attend at least two-thirds of the regularly scheduled meetings during a calendar year. Participation 
for less than three-fourths of a meeting shall be the same as a failure to attend a meeting. Absences 
shall be entered into the minutes at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Council. Members 
removed under this paragraph shall not continue to serve until a new appointment is made and 
removal shall create a vacancy. 

(d) Notice of meetings. Reasonable public notice of all council meetings shall be provided and all such 
meetings shall be open to the public at all times. 

(e) Compliance with code of ethics. Council members shall be governed by the applicable provisions of 
the Palm Beach County Code of Ethics, Ordinance 2009-051, as it may be amended and as codified 
in article XIII , sections 2-441 through 2-448 of the Code of Laws and Ordinances. 

(f) Annual report. The Council shall submit an annual report to the Board pursuant to policies and 
procedures adopted by the Board. 

(g) Quorum. A quorum must be present for the conduct of all council meetings. A majority of the 
members appointed shall constitute a quorum. All meetings shall be governed by Robert's Rules of 
Order. 

(h) Recommendations to board. The Council shall, from time to time, make recommendations to the 
Board for the effective operation of the special projects or for uses of the tax revenue and perform 
such other duties as may be prescribed by ordinance or resolution of the Board. Prior to making 
recommendations to the Board as indicated above, the Council shall review each proposal for 
expenditure of funds and determine that such expenditures comply with the plan set forth in section 
17-116 herein. 

(i) Review of expenditures. The Council shall continuously review all expenditures of revenues from the 
Tourist Development Trust Fund and shall receive, at least quarterly, expenditure reports from the 
Board or its designee. Expenditures which the Council believes to be unauthorized by the provisions 
of this article shall be reported to the Board and the State Department of Revenue. The Board, upon 
receiving notification of expenditures believed to be unauthorized by the Council, shall review the 
Council's findings and take such administrative or judicial action as it sees fit to ensure compliance 
with this article and the provisions of Florida Statutes, § 124.0104. · 

(Ord. No. 95-30, § 6, 8-15-95; Ord. No. 03-001 , § 1, 1-7-03; Ord. No. 2010-045, § 1, 10-19-10) 

Sec. 17-116. - Tourist development plan. 

The tax revenues received pursuant to this article shall be used to fund the Palm Beach County 
Tourist Development Plan which is hereby adopted as follows: 

Palm Beach County 
Tourist Development Plan 

(a) Purpose. Pursuant to the provisions of the Local Option Tourist Development Act, this tourist 
development plan (hereinafter the "plan") establishes the uses of the tax revenue by specific project 
or special use as authorized in F.S. § 125.0104(5). The plan also includes the expense allocation by 
the percentage for each specific project or special use. 

(b) Use and allocation of tax revenues. The following categories of use of each ind ividual percent of the 
bed tax are set forth below in subsection (1) with the percentage of the total amount of yearly 
revenue to be expended for, or credited to, each category, subject to the provisions of subsection (3) 
of this section 17-116, as set forth in subsection (2) commencing February 1, 2015: 
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( 1) Categories of use: 

a. Category A: Promote and advertise County tourism in the state and nationally and 
internationally, including the provision of a convention and visitors bureau. 

b. Category B: Provide for cultural and fine and non-fine arts entertainment, festivals, 
programs, and activities which directly promote County tourism. 

c. Category C: Provide for beach improvement, maintenance, renourishment, restoration and 
erosion control with an emphasis on dune restoration where possible. 

d. Category D: Provide for film and television marketing and development activities which 
directly promote County tourism. 

e. Category E: Provide for special major projects and events which directly further, advance, 
improve, promote and generate County tourism. To be selected and funded pursuant to 
subsection (c) of this section 17-116. 

f. Category F: Provide for the operation and maintenance of a convention center. To be 
funded pursuant to subsection (c) of this section 17-116. 

g. Category G: Attract, stimulate, market and execute sports events and activities in order to 
promote the County nationally and internationally as a sports destination, including the 
financing of the construction of Blum Stadium, a sports stadium, all of which directly 
promote County tourism. 

h. Category H: 

1. Plan, design and construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, and/or improve a 
convention center and professional sports franchise facilities. 

2. Debt service relating to bonds issued to finance the construction of professional sports 
franchise facilities and a convention center. 

3. The planning and design costs incurred prior to the issuance of such bonds. 

4. Operational and maintenance costs of a convention center. 

i. Category 1: Provide payment on: 

1. Debt service relating to bonds issued to finance the construction of professional sports 
franchise facilities and a convention center; 

2. The planning and design costs incurred prior to the issuance of such bonds; and 

3. The operation and maintenance cost of a convention center for ten (1 0) years. 

(2) Percent of yearly revenue is hereby amended as follows: 

~ 
Total 

1st 2nd 3 rd 4th 5th Total 2nd 6th 
2nd I 3 

rd 
1

3 rdand I 

!Category percentage percentage percentage percentage percentage percentage 
5th 

tax tax tax tax tax 5th tax 
and 6 

th 

I 
A 

I I 
16.05 

I 
16.05 

I I 
20.37 

I 
52~32 

fB-T-
I 

6.89 1- 6.89 

I I 
8.73 r·22:sl 

I 
15.37 20.72 
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~ c I 
7.05 7.05 14.1 31.66 1 18.49 

I 
I 

D 

I I 

1.2 

I 
1.2 

I I 
1.52 

I 
3.92 

I 
5.47 1 4.31 

I E 
I 

See subsection (c) ofthis Section 17-116. 

I 
r-

I 

I 
F See subsection (c) of this Section 17-116. 

I 

I 
G 

I I 
2.14 

I 
2.14 

I I 
2.72 

I 
7 

I 
11.62 I 8.16 

I 
H 

I 
100 

I I I I I 

'---------'--- ' --'------'--------'-----100 ___,___~ __ l__j 

(c) Special allocations. 

(1) Allocations for convention center operations and maintenance and special major projects and 
events. Notwithstanding the percentages allocating the initial three (3) percent of the bed tax 
revenues to the various categories of uses as set forth above in subsection (b), each year 
commencing October 1 st 2014 a total of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00) of the 
second, third and fifth percent of bed tax revenues shall not be allocated for the operation and 
maintenance costs of a convention center (Category F), but shall be transferred to an account 
(Category E) which shall be reserved for special major projects and events, and a total of one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000.00) of the second, third and fifth percent of bed tax 
revenues and one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000.00) of the sixth percent of 
bed tax revenues shall be transferred into an account (Category E) which shall be reserved for 
special major projects and events which may arise from time to time offering the County the 
opportunity to further, advance, improve, promote and generate County tourism. The TDC shall 
authorize expenditures for such projects upon review and assurance that the project or event is 
a use authorized under F.S. § 125.01 04(5), and is consistent with the plan. The Category E 
reserve account shall not be limited to any amount. 

a. Special allocations from the operating reserve fund of the first percent tax; notwithstanding 
the allocation of the first percent of bed tax revenues to the use provided for in Category H. 

b. An amount equal to the project budget, approved by the Board for the costs for renovation 
of the Airport Center Building and the relocation of the Tourist Development Council and its 
agencies, shall be transferred from the first percent of the bed tax fund to the capital 
project fund. · · 

c. Upon fulfillment of the funding obligations set forth above in subsections (2)(a), revenues 
from the first percent of the bed tax shall be allocated for Category H uses. 

d. Professional sports franchise facilities and convention center A tourist development plan 
for professional sports franchise facilities and/or a convention center must be approved by 
resolution of the Board for the purpose of advancing, promoting, and furthering County 
tourism. The professional sports franchise facilities and/or convention center identified in 
the plan(s) may be amended by resolution of the Board. 
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e. The effective date of the levy and imposition of the tax authorized under this paragraph 
shall be the first day of the second month fo llowing approval of the Ordinance by the Board 
or the first day of any subsequent month as may be specified in the Ord inance. 

f. Administration expenses. There shall be an annual amount established for administrative 
expenses which shall not exceed nine (9) percent of the total budget. Administrative 
expenses shall include administrative staff salaries, benefits, administrative travel , indirect 
costs, and all costs of furnishing and operating administrative offices, whether paid directly 
or by reimbursement, except that funds for contractual services from the administrative 
budget may be expended upon the express approval of the Council. 

g. Annual review of plan. The Council and the Board shall annually review the plan. On or 
before September 1 of each year the council shall forward to the Board its 
recommendation for revisions, if any, to the plan. The Board shall review the plan and 
determine the most effective use of the revenues derived from the tax. 

h. Amendment of plan. Except as provided in F.S. § 125.0104, to the contrary, the above 
tourist development plan may not be substantially amended except by ordinance enacted 
by an affirmative vote of a majority plus one (1) additional member of the Board of County 
Commissioners. 

(Ord. No. 95-30, § 7, 8-15-95; Ord. No. 97-3, §§ 1, 2, 1-14-97; Ord. No. 98-52, §§I-III, 10-20-
98; Ord. No. 00-011, § I, 2-15-00; Ord. No. 02-014, §§ I, II, 4-16-02; Ord. No. 04-007, §§ 1, 2, 
3-30-04; Ord. No. 05-008, § 1, 4-19-05 ; Ord. No. 06-038, § 2, 9-12-06; Ord. No. 09-013, § 1, 6-
2-09; Ord. No. 2010-045, § 2, 10-19-10; Ord. No. 2014-017, § 1, 5-20-14; Ord. No. 2014-044, § 
1, 12-16-14; Ord. No. 2015-023 , § 1, 5-19-15) 

Sees. 17-117-17-125.- Reserved. 
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