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Always Open For Business

Can anyone recall a lomg-ago period
where we had come Time to CORCERITATE OR
“blue sky” opportunities? If you answered
no, well neither can I. Some days, T believe
We remain in hurricane preparedness and
recovery mode; daunting and contimaal.

With our endeavors to always keep the
doors open, we SITIVe [0 IMProve OUT COM-
munity’s resistance to damage from Enown
natural, human caused, and environmen-
tal hazards. We kicked the off the year
with our visit to the Flonda Fairgrounds
for the annual PBC Fair.

Enown as the “Heros of the Storm
Day”, the DEM staff made multiple public
presentations on Items best utihzed In a
home preparedness pgokit. Folkz were
well engaged to see conmtents we had on
dizplay. We also held some great question
and ancwer sescions such az “Myth Bust-
ers’; dispelling Some COMMON MiSCONCED-
tions chowed how our citizemsz can best
prepare their families and their homes.

We always promote days such as these
in direct coordination with our Local Miti-
gation Strategy. Talkimg with our commu-
nities, by any media platforms or public
outreach, promotes citizen awareness and
preparedness through the distribution of
information on all our hazards and unliz-
INg measures to mitigate them.

Az you will read in this i1zzue of the
LMS Times, it was that time of year to
promote mitigation projects from  your
community through the submission of
gpring IL.M2 projects for the Priomnzed

Project List (FPL). Commumtes wWere
proactive to propose 17 projects during the
April PPL zubmission period. The data
call always recognizes that if thers were
any preventative damages that can be mat-
igated through project development, com-
munities resourcefully gather project de-
tails and get them submitted and ranked
on the PPL. Projects now must be guali-
fied by our LMS Evaluations Commirtes
for possible placement to the PPL in order
to apply for Hazard Mmgation Grant Pro-
eram funds.

On a final note, there 1= UNlgUe OppoT-
tunity availlable locally to help you build
rezsiience in your commumity. The Gover-
nor's Hurricane Conference® again returns
to Palm Beach Coumty in May. This year's
theme is “Road to Readiness™ that recog-
nizes challenges to be ready and resilient
prezentng plausible paths to addresz the
ever-evolving readiness posture of Flor-
da's vulnerable communities. The Confer-
ence will be at the Palm Beach Coumty
Convention Center from May 12—17,
2019. Thiz vyear organizatons have
mapped out more than 40 traiming ses-
slons, 65 workshops, varlous seminars,
and a dymamic general zescion with the
new Governor, Ron DeSantis and FDEM
Director, Jared Moskowitz to share lessons
learned and ways to improve cur readi-
REss.

I would encourage you to take ad-
vantage of our local opportumity to learn
from, and meet with, others who experi-
enced zome of the same issues during last
hurricane seasons. You can find the con-
ference Information at www.fighe.org and
register there as well.

Until next time, be safe and well
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MITIGATE HAZARDS
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Do vou know the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program?

The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) is au-
thorized by Section 404 of the Fobert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (PL 93 -288 as
amended). The purpose of the HMGP is to help communi-
ties implement hazard mitigation measures following a
Presidential major disaster declaration. Hazard mitigation
i3 any action taken to reduce or eliminate long term nsk to
people and property from natural hazards. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) expands this
definition in the HMGP fuonding process to inclode that
hazard mitigation is an action intended to reduce repetitive
losses from futuwre natural disasters. In this comtext,
"repetitive” refers to similar types of losses cauvsed by a
recurring natural hazard. The term "losses" refers to ex-
penditores for the repair or replacement of public and pri-
vate property. and for the relief of personal loss or other
hardship.

HMGP funds are not reserved for post-disaster projects
that need repair or for the reconstruction of damaged prop-
erty. They are also not provided to start new construction.
These funds are provided to projects that have been vetted
by the local and state jurisdictions according to statutes and
established processes from the Local Mitigation Strategy
which supports the Florida’s mitigation strategy.

The disbursement of HMGP funds supports the concept
that mitigation planning is a key process unsed to breaking
the cycle of disaster damage, reconstruction. and repeated
damage. This is why HMGP fonds are provided following
a Presidential major disaster declaration, so that those pro-
jects intended to reduce foture damages from identified
hazards are conducted hand-in-hand with recovery efforts.

Disaster Disaster

Breaking the Cycle of Disaster & Rebuilding
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The objectives of the HMGP Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program are as follows:

1. To prevent future losses of lives and damage to
property due to disasters;

2. Implement state or local hazard mitigation plans;

3

3. Enable mitigation measures to be implemented
during immediate recovery from a disaster; and

4. Provide funding for previously identified mitiga-
tion measures that benefit the disaster area.

ABOVE IMAGES: Before and after beach rertoranon. More than 2 dec-
ade of collaboration with multiple state and federal apencees, inchading
the U5, Fish and Wildlife Sernce, National Marine Frcheries Service,
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commue=ion and Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protecton, steered the desizn of Brevard County's Kixd Reach
Beach Minigarion project, east of the Satellite Beach shorelpe. (Brevazd
County mrages)

Wheo is eligible to receive HMGP funds?

1. State and local governments;

2. Certain private non-profit crganizations or insti-
tutions (e.g., hospitals, schools, community-based
organizations); and

3. Indian tribes or authorized tribal crganizations
and Alaska Native villages or crganizations.
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Twvpes of projects for HMGP funding

1. Acguizition and relocation of structures from
hazard-prone areas;

2. Retrofitting, such as flood proofing to protect
structures from future damage;

3. Elevation of structures or utilities;

4. Structural hazard control, like debris basins.
flocdwalls, rip rap. wetland restoration;

5. Storm and infrastructure protective
measures; and

6. Projects intended to protect property from Sea
Level Rise are alzo accepted.
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the State will be requesting to review the PPL and
will project applications based on the ranking in the
PPL. The State’s Administrative Plan governs how
projects are selected for funding. Projects are then
submitted to FEMA who ultimately determines ap-
proval.

Deadlines for applying for HMGP funds

A Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) is pub-
lished and then project applications are processed.
The NOFA usually provides a 90-day period for ap-
plicants to submit project applications. All projects
must be approved and oblizated within two years of
the disaster declaration. Make sure to contact the
County LMS Coordinator to stay informed of the dis-
bursement, process, and tracking of HMGP projects.

indiidual| owners, businesses, and privalc nonprafits mery spely for funding
LTS EAILIS SULIEALATES

Frderally Apcognired |
Trbes s

Trikal Bgeaney

The dowchart saplaiz: the procsss individual homeowners, busingsses, sub-applicants, and applicants pxest go through o
apply for EIMGP finds with FERLA

How much money is available in the HMGP?

FEMA can fund up to 75% of the elizible costs of each project. The
state or local match is 25 % and does not need to be cash: in-lind
services or materials may be used. For each disaster, total HMGP
funding iz 7.5 % of the federal funds spent on the Public and Indi-
vidual Assistance programs (minus administrative expenses).

How do I apply?

In Palm Beach County, your project must first be evaluated, scored.
and ranked in the LMS Project Prioritized List (PPL). When HMGP
funds become available after a Presidential disaster declaration.

FEMA Renews 31.3B Reinsurance Pro-
gram with 28 Carriers

The Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cv (FEMA) has renewed for the thid year a
reinsurance program that transfers firhwe
catastroplie flood meurance losses to the
pirvate sector

The 2019 traditional remsurance placement
for the Mational Flood Insuwrance Program
(MFIF) transfared $1.32 billion of the
MNFIF's financial nsk to the private reinsur-
ance market. This reinsurance zgresment 15
effective from Jamary 1, 2019 to January 1,
2020, wath 28 prrvate remmsurance compa-
nies.

Through reinswrance, FEMA partners with
pirvate markets to buld a foundation that
supports a sound financial framework for the
MFIF by a meanmgful transfer of flood nsk.

hetps:/ wwrw. Insuranc &jowrmal com news national 201
Q0131516315 kim

HAZARD
MITIGATION
GRANT PROGRAM
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LM5 Coordinator
LMS2020 Updates
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After dozens of hours of worl, the LMS2020 is now in a completed draft form. Itwill soon be reviewed by the Florida
Division of Emergency Management's Mitigation Bureau in the hopes of being "approved pending adoption” in the near
future, Incrder to remain compliant and satisfy CRS requirements, we will have one more post survey public input
meeting in May to showcase the draft document to the public, and solicit their input one last time. Then, upon receipt
of the document from FDEM and any corrections that need to be made, it will be up to you as LMS members to take the
document to your own municipality fagency and seek adoption as written

I
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All municipalities participating in the LMS and wanting to remain eligible for mitigation grant funding nmst adopt the
LMS2020 (You will be notified when it is ready for approval and provided an electronic copy for your commission).
Then, the final step is the approval of the Board of County Commissioners and the actual implementation of the
LMS2020. More information will follow in the months ahead. Thanks to the Revisions Subcommittee for all the long
hours and hard work into producing this document and continuing to mowve us forward in the area of mitigation.
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LMS2020 Public Showease Dates
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The final draft of the Palm Beach County Local Mitigation Strategy, the LMS2020 doc-
ument will be showcased to the public on May 2, 2019 from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the
auditorium of the South Forida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club Road, West
Palm Beach, FL. A second public showcase will be held on May 20, 2019 from 5:30-6:30
p.m. at the Lakeview Room of the Wellington Community Center, 12150 Forest Hill Blvd,
Wellington, FL.

We want to provide an opportunity for the public to view
the final draft document updates from the revised LMS20135,
and make comments for the Revisions Subcommittee fo con-
sider in the LMS2020 update.

The public is invited to view the Draft LMS2020 (the cumrent
LMS2015 document) prior to the mesting at Palm Beach
County Division of Emergency Management's website at
hitp://discover.pbegov.org/publicsafety/dem/Publications/L ocal-Mitigation-Strategy.pdf
and are encouraged o comment at these public showcases, or send your comments fo
LMS Coordinater Joe Mercurio, at jmercuri@pbegov.org and they will be compiled and
sent fo the Revisions Subcommittee for further analysis and possible inclusion in the
LAMS2020.
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Lake Okeechobee in the News .
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New Administration
and New Lake O
Actions

Lake Okeechobee Lowered to 2011 Low Levels

Az the month of March closed out, the South Florida
Water Management District (SFWLMD) m coordination
with the United Statez Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) measured Lake Okeechobes at 11.90 feet
above zea level

By Joe Mercurio,
LMS Coordinator

MNew modeling and execution of new policies are try-
ing to regulate the health of Lake Okeechobee through
different measures. UUSACE 1= frying to ensure there is
enough water in Lake Okeechobee in case of potential
drought conditions although seelong to reduced harmful
brackizh discharges into the 5t Lucie and Calooza-
hatches estuariez with frech lake water that can cauze
toxic alzas blooms.

Colonel Andrew Eelly, Jacksommlle Ihstrict com-
mander for the Corps stated; “Taking the lake lower
this year also reduces the probability of being forced to
releaze water during the wet zeason when blooms are
more hkely.” “We want to help take the lake lower this
vear in particular to allow for regeneration of aguatic
vegetation which will help clean the water.” According
to the Corps, the lake iz at its lowest level for thiz tme
of vear since the dry season of 2010 and 2011.

Col. Eelly alzo stated the Corps 1= not targeting a
specific lake level. “We want to take the lake lower in a
responsible manner.” he said. “Cur goal i1s to release
what water we can without causing any sigmificant 1m-
pacts to the estuariez.”

Estuary REeleaszes

Starting March 30, USACE reduced the pulse
releaze to the Caloosahatchee estuary to a 7-day
average rate of 1,000 cubic feet per zecomd icfs)
from the W.P. Frankln Lock and Dam (5-7T%), as
planned. In addition, the Corps reduced flows to

the 5t. Lucie estuary down to zero cfs as meas-
ured at the 5t. Lucle Lock and Dam (5-30). Addi-
tional runcff from rain in the Caloozahatchee and
5t. Lucie bazins could occasionally result mn flows
that exceed one or bath targets.

Iredit: Flarcds Meorery

“We've been succezzful in lowering the lake this year,
which zhould help regenerate some of the submerged
aguatic vegetatiom, make it easier to do controlled
burns, and may help reduce releases during the hot
summer months when algae is most likely to bloom ™
said Lt. Col. Jennifer Reynolds, Deputy Commander for
south Florida. “Drier conditions and the windy weather
weve bheen experiencing lately means that evapotran-
spiration has increazed, and the lake has receded more
than three-guarters of a foot within the past month. As
a result, we have adusted the flows to the St Lucie
down to zero this week”

Creckt Kimberly Skllar P'aln Beack Poat, Slaoch £ 2070, pg

Chauncev Goss to Head SEFWMD Board

In January, newly elected Governor Rom DeSantis
appointed Chauncey Gozs to the South Florida Manage-
ment Diztrict Board Mr. Gosz is an elected official from
the Sambel City Council and has been a strong advocate
of environmental 1zsues affecting Florda., Ar. Goss iz
recognized for hizs conservancy efforts on the boards of
two nonprofit croups that have had lead rolez n water
guality issues; Captains for Clean water and the Sani-
hel-Captiva Conservation Foundation. His new position
will allow for comtinued partnerships for Everglades
restoration and mmproved water guality.

Cradit: Lakecalliancs. ooy
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Retired: Florence & Michael

Hurricanes Florence and Michael have officially put in their notice and retired
from the World Meteorological Organiztion. They have been removed from
the siv-year naming cycle and placed into the history books. They will be
replaced by Francine and Milton who will make their debut in the year 2024,

Hurricane Florence struck North Carofing on 5eptember 14, producing severe
flooding . causing 51 deaths. Hurricane Michael impacted the panhandle of
Florida with 155-mph winds and ranked as third most intense hurricane to
miake landfall in the U5 based on central pressure (519 mbar.

Educational Opportunities

+  I5-1000 Public Assistance Program & Eligibfity

+  I5-634 Introduction to FEMA's PA Program

+  Gowemors Humricane Conference [ May 12-17, 2018 )
»  TS512—Mitigation Funding

o  T535—The Storm Has Passed: How do |
Receive Federal Reimbursement [FIULL]

»  WS5116—HR Potential Storm Flooding Map

» WS117—Puost-Disaster Toolkit for Floodplain
& Emergency Managers

»  WS5128—Significant Inland Flooding
r  WS5130—Mitigate Florida
+  AWR-382—Flooding Hazards: Science & Prepared-

ness
August 7, 2018 at Broward County EQC
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Upcoming LMS Working Group Meetings

The LMS Working Group will meet at 9:00 a.m. on the
following dates:
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+  June 12, 2019, Village of Palm Springs
+ September 11, 2019, Town of Golf
+  December 11, 2019, Village of Wellington

We always need our LMS members to volunteer for fu-
ture meetings, so if you would like to host, please contact
Joe at jmercuri@pbegov.org
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The public is highly encouraged to attend.
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Disaster Recovery Reform Act

The State Mingation Bureau recently attended the
Hazard Mingation Assistance Stakeholder Workshop at
the Emergency Management Institute (EMI) where FE-
MA provided the explanation of a new mitigarion grant
Program.

The Disaster Recovery Reform Act (DRRA) 1= a land-
mark law that advances FEMA's strategic priorities, but
more 1mportantly, includes game-changing reforms that
represent significant opportunitiez for communities fac-
ing profound risks. The mitigation investment Tepresent-
ed 1n the DRRA will not only reduce disaster costs, but
will zave lives and support communities In protecting
critical infrastructure.

Section 1234 of the DRRA authorizes a national puhblic
infrastructure pre-disaster hazard mirigation grant pro-
oram funded through the Disaster Relief Fund as a six
percent zet aside from disaster expenszes (previously, the
funding for pre-dizaster mitigation grants relied on un-
certain funding from Congress). The FEMA Administra-
tor has named this new grant program Building Resili-
ent Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC). With
this more reliable stream of funding, commmunities will be
ahle to plan and eXecure mitigation programs to help re-
duce disaster risk. This change conmtributes greatly to
building a culture of preparedness which iz Goal #1 of the
FEMA Strategic Flan.

Since the BRIC program waz approved, FEMA has
been researching, planmne, and 1dentifying resources for
the program. And as they continue to bwld BRIC, gather-
ing the input of critical stakeholders like State Hazard
Mitigation Officers, State Directors, Tribes, and local
communitiez will be key to ensuring the program contin-
ues our lepacy of benefiting communities across the
country through meaningful mitigation projects.

As far as we understand, thiz new mitigation grant
program will replace the current Pre-Dizaster Mitigation
(PDM) grant program starting in Fiscal Year 2020. FE-
MA 1= =11l determining how they would like to design the
program and now 15 our chance to provide input.

If you have thoughts or opinions on how the new BRIC
program should be designed, please feel free to zend Mz,
Laura Waterman of the Mingation Flanning Tnit  your
thoughts and comments in a detaled email

[Laura Watermandem my florida.com] The plan 1= to
compile zeveral ideas and thoughts from Florida and sub-
mit them all to FEMA. If you would like to submit your
comments on your own, FEMA indicated they would be
adding a post to IdeaScals 1n the coming weeks.






