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Disasters are more expensive than ever.
On October 15th, we received the updated
Public Assistance Thresholds for the State
of Florida.  The overall State Threshold
increased nearly $6 Million to $35,107,245.

This information was based on the 2020
census data.  This new data increased the
Palm Beach County Threshold from
$5,069,314.56 to $6,117,983.10 which is an
increase of over $1 Million.

Now more than ever, investing in mitiga-
tion projects could save our county future
losses due to these increasing thresholds.

The costs of retrofitting existing structures
may be the best investment against un-
declared disasters.

Working with our partners throughout the
county to strengthen our Local Mitigation
Strategy, design robust projects for submis-
sion on the Project Prioritization List, and
educating our residents about prepared-
ness and individual mitigation measures is
an investment we all should be part of for a
successful outcome for future recovery op-
erations.

We are united with one goal to reduce hu-
man and economic losses with the contin-
ued focus on our 12 core hazards which
Thank you all for your continued commit-
ment to mitigation, floodplain manage-
ment, and making our wonderful communi-
ty even better.  If I can ever be of assis-
tance to you, feel free to contact me at
mblakene@pbcgov.org.
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The Florida Division of Emergency Manage-
ment (FDEM) has announce the availability of
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
funds as a result of the recent Presidential
Disaster Declaration for the COVID-19 Pan-
demic (FEMA-4486-DR-FL).

This funding helps communities implement
measures to reduce or eliminate long-term
risk to people and property from natural haz-
ards and their effects.

The FDEM is migrating its processes to a ful-
ly digital platform through its FDEM Portal.

The application period will close December 21,
2021. The FDEM encourages potential appli-
cants to submit complete applications before
the close of the application period.

Eligible applicants are listed according to the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 44
§206.434(a).

HMGP disaster declarations, application pro-
cess, as well as additional information can be
found at:

https://www.floridadisaster.org/dem/mitigat
ion/hazard-mitigation-grant-program/

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

COVID-19 Pandemic (DR-4486)
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WATERSHED PLANNING INITIATIVE

Reference: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) &

Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM)

The Watershed Planning Initiative is funded through a $26.6 million grant under the Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), as approved by FDEM and FEMA, with the purpose of cre-
ating standardized, cost effective, and easily replicable Watershed Master Plans (WMP)
throughout the state of Florida.

According to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) (2019), there are 1.77 million flood
insurance policies in Florida, and a 5% discount in communities with large concentrations of
flood insurance policy holders would result in cumulative yearly savings far exceeding the cost
of the grant award.

From September 2019 - June 2021, FDEM conducted a pilot program procuring the services of
Florida Atlantic University that consisted of research, the creation of a framework and guidance
documents for a consistent statewide approach to WMP development or updating, and the pro-
duction of two complete WMPs to be used as an example for future WMPs developed by partici-
pating jurisdictions.

With the Phase I process completed, FDEM will be moving forward with Phase II of the program.
• For Phase II, FDEM would request applications from Florida communities for funding to pro-
duce a WMP.
• After FDEM enters into an agreement with an individual community to produce a WMP,
FDEM would require participating communities to submit their completed WMP to the Commu-
nity Rating System (CRS) for approval, receive CRS points, and adopt the WMP as an annex to
their Local Mitigation Strategy (LMS) .
• Receiving CRS points is critical, as it results in increased ratings for their community and, sub-
sequently, flood insurance premium discounts for community residents.

Additional information and a webinar discussing Phase I & II is available at:
https://www.floridadisaster.org/dem/mitigation/watershed-planning-initiative/.

Eligible Applicants:

• Local Governments or Communities
• County Governments
• Water Management Districts
• Intergovernmental Partnerships

Note: An applicant must be participating in
NFIP and not be on probation, suspended or
withdrawn from the NFIP, and must be part of
the CRS Program.

Applicant Prioritization:

Applicants will be prioritized based on the criteria
detailed below:

• Number of Community Flood Insurance Policies
• Flood Risk Exposure
• CRS Ranking of Communities
• Other Local Community Conditions
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Local Mitigation Strategy (LMS) Prioritized Project List (PPL)
Submission Period
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