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FEDERAL ISSUES
Post Federal Government Shutdown
By Becker & Poliakoff
On January 22nd, the House and Senate passed a continuing resolution extending government funding
through February 8th. The President subsequently signed it into law.
The Deal
In addition to re-opening the government, the legislation provides funding for the Children’s Health
Insurance Program, (CHIP) through FY 2023. It also deposited $980 million in the Medicaid
Improvement Fund and delayed three taxes imposed by the Affordable Care Act.

Beyond the Deal
Congress must reach an agreement to raise spending caps in order to consider an Omnibus
Appropriation package that would include funding for all agencies and programs. This Omnibus bill
must be passed before the end of February 8thif the government is to avoid another shutdown.

Components of the Omnibus Bill

1) Amendment to the Budget Control Act-The Budget Control Act of 2011 created automatic
spending cuts often labeled as the sequester. These cuts will be administered if Congress
cannot pass an amendment to raise the budget caps. The current caps are $549 billion for
defense and $516 billion for nondefense. Republicans would like to increase defense caps by
roughly $80 billion. Many Democrats would like to see an equal in domestic caps as well.

2) FY 2018 Appropriations Legislation-Congress is currently four months into the current fiscal
year yet there have been no floor votes on any appropriations bills. The Appropriations Committee
will distribute allocations to the appropriations subcommittees
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and they will begin to hash out the details. Many observers are hopeful that an agreement can be
reached. This has the potential to delay the FY2019 budget process. The statutory deadline for the
President’s fiscal 2019 budget is February 5th and FY2019 begins on October 1st.
3) The National Flood Insurance Program and Disaster Assistance- The National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) is set to expire on February 8th unless action is taken. The NFIP provides affordable
insurance to property owners and encourages flood susceptible communities to adopt and enforce
floodplain management regulations.
The $81 billion Disaster Aid Package providing relief to Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Island will likely be included in the Omnibus package. It was passed by the House, but the Senate has
yet to act on it. Some Democrats believe that the current relief package does not do enough to help
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.
4) The Debt Ceiling- The "extraordinary measures" being used to pay the country's bills are likely
to run out sometime in the spring, and the U.S. is expected to reach its borrowing limit in late
March/early April. Measures to prevent this outcome are likely to be included in the Omnibus
package.
5) Immigration and DACA Deal (Potentially) - If a DACA and immigration compromise is reached
before February 8th, it will be included in the Omnibus. Renewals for current DACA recipients end on
March 5th. Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) and Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) have made an
agreement though that if no deal is made by the next deadline, an immigration and DACA solution
will be brought to the Senate floor for action.
6) Health Care Stabilizers (Potentially) – Majority Leader McConnell previously promised Senator
Collins (R-ME) that if the Senator were to vote for tax reform, then the Senate would pass Affordable
Care Act (ACA) stabilization measures by the end of the year. There are currently two ACA
stabilization measures up for consideration. The first is a measure championed by Senator Alexander
(R-TN) and Senator Murray (D-WA) which would fund cost-sharing reduction payments for two
years. The other measure was authored by Senator Collins and Senator Nelson (D-FL) and would
allocate funding for state-based reinsurance programs.

Verdenia C. Baker

Issues Going Forward
1) Infrastructure: During his campaign, President Trump pledged to invest $1 trillion into the
nation’s crumbling infrastructure. Some Republicans believe providing credits to the private sector
would incentive infrastructure development. There is also the question of where the funding will
come from. This legislation will likely go beyond highway and transportation infrastructure to also
invest in rural broadband access and airport, port, and water infrastructure.
2) Farm Policy: The Farm Bill is passed every five years and covers federal farm, food, and
conservation policy. The current Farm Bill expires on September 30th. Some observers believe that
the House will move on something by the middle of March. The Senate is not likely to take action
until May.

3) Dodd-Frank Reforms: The House has already passed the Home Mortgage Disclosure
Adjustment Act (H.R.2954) and the Investor Clarity and Bank Parity Act (H.R.3093). The Home
Mortgage Disclosure Adjustment Act would provide an exemption from mortgage loan reporting
requirements to certain companies. The Investor Clarity and Bank Parity Act would eliminate the
name-sharing ban implemented under the Volcker Rule.
4) National Defense Authorization Act: This legislation has been enacted annually since 1961. It
specifies the budget and expenditures of the United States Department of Defense. Some observers
believe it will likely be considered in the House in May or June and in the Senate in June or July.
5. Iran: President Trump has issued an ultimatum on the Iran deal to European allies. The President
has threatened to withdraw the United States from the deal if improvements are not made. Iran is
currently going through turbulent times as they have been facing mass protests. President Trump has
repeatedly expressed his support for the protestors.
6. Energy: On January 19th, the House Energy Commerce Committee held a hearing on the
Unlocking our Domestic LNG Potential Act (H.R.4605) and the Ensuring Small Scale LNG Certainty
and Access Act (H.R. 4606). These bills would expedite permitting for exports of natural gas.
Furthermore, some observers believe that a comprehensive energy bill will be considered by the
Senate at some point in the upcoming months.
7. Net Neutrality: This past December, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) voted to
repeal its net neutrality rules. But that decision is being challenged in the courts and in Congress.
Many states are also moving to pass their own net neutrality rules. The Senate might consider a vote
this year on legislation that overrules the FCC’s repeal. Meanwhile in the House, there’s an effort
underway to use the Congressional Review Act as a mechanism to undo the FCC’s decision.
8. Higher Education: The Higher Education Act was last authorized ten years ago. In the upcoming
months, Congress must reauthorize or extend the Act. Some observers believe that a straight
extension is most likely.
Combatting the Opioid Crisis: Exploiting Vulnerabilities in International Mail
By Becker & Poliakoff
•
•
•
•
•

The purpose of this Subcommittee on Investigations hearing was to shed light on the illegal
shipment of fentanyl through the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) and figure out methods to
counter it.
Senator Portman (R-OH) advocates adopting the Synthetic Trafficking and Overdose
Prevention Act. This legislation would require advanced electronic data on all international
packages shipped through USPS.
The Universal Postal Union (UNU) is making efforts to facilitate the exchange of advanced
electronic data.
USPS receives advanced electronic data on around 40 percent of parcels entering the United
States.
Mr. Siemer, (Acting Deputy Inspector General at USPS) stressed the importance of building
up USPS’s data analytics capacity. He also explained how a lot of the advanced electronic
data USPS receives is incomplete and inaccurate. Mr. Siemer further emphasized the need for
enhanced cross agency collaboration and more efficient data sharing.

•

•

DEA has been working with China to curb the trade of fentanyl. Lately, there has been
enhanced information sharing between the two nations. He also believes that the DEA’s new
office in China will be extremely helpful. The office will help ensure that there is greater
collaboration along China’s southern border.
Mr. Cintron (Vice President of Network Operations at USPS) explained the importance of
passing comprehensive postal reform and Mr. Siemer discussed how a board of governors
could improve the USPS.

This Week In Washington
By Becker and Poliakoff
President Trump will deliver his State of the Union address to congress. The
President will outline his extensive infrastructure plan and reiterate his legislative
priorities on immigration, trade, and national security.
THE HOUSE
Will continue spending talks and attempt to negotiate a solution on the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.
The House will continue to negotiate how much to raise funding caps for defense
and domestic programs. Republicans are advocating a larger increase for defense
caps, while Democrats are advocating a roughly equal increase.
The House will try to determine the fate of the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program. President Trump has recently proposed a path to citizenship for
the Dreamers in exchange for a reduction in family immigration and a wall along the
U.S.-Mexico border.
The following House hearings will also take place:
•

The Energy and Commerce Communications and Technology Subcommittee
will hold a hearing to evaluate 15 bills aimed at expanding broadband access.

•

The Armed Services Committee will hold a hearing on readying the U.S.
military for future warfare.

THE SENATE
Will continue consideration of President Trump’s nominees and will hold a cloture
vote on a controversial abortion measure.
The Senate may vote to limit debate on the nomination of David Stras to be a U.S.
Circuit Judge for the Eighth District.
The Senate will hold a cloture vote on the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection

Act. This legislation will make it a crime to perform an abortion on a fetus after 20
weeks.
The following Senate hearings will also take place:
• The Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee will hold a hearing
with testimony from Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. The Secretary will
deliver the Financial Stability Oversight Council’s annual report.
• The Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee will hold a hearing
on reauthorizing the Higher Education Act.
STATE ISSUES
CRC Update
By Florida Association of Counties
Proposal 95 Senator Tom Lee, requested that Proposal 95 be temporarily passed. This means the
measure has been postponed and can either be withdrawn by the sponsor or be brought back up at a
future CRC Local Government Committee Meeting.
Proposal 95 would create a constitutional prohibition against any county, municipality, or special
district’s regulation of any type of commerce, trade, or labor, unless such regulation operated
exclusively within the respective entity’s own boundaries in a manner not prohibited by law.
Proposal 61 Another win for home rule was the passage of Proposal 61, which would require any
proposed bill with a preemption be filed with the preemption portion considered on its own in a
standalone bill. This process would prevent preemptions from being buried in large complex
bills. Proposal 61 passed the committee and will now go to the CRC Legislative Committee.
Proposal 26 was brought up and then the proposal and amendment were immediately temporarily
passed because the sponsor of the proposal was unable to attend the committee meeting. The measure,
however, will likely be brought back up at a future CRC Local Government Committee Meeting.
Proposal 26 would create an Office of Domestic Security and Counter-Terrorism within the
Department of Law Enforcement. The current language grants the county sheriff authority for
security of county operated facilities including courthouses. A pending amendment to the proposal
would narrow the sheriff's authority to courthouses and court facilities. FAC opposes both the
proposal and the amendment.

Florida Legislative Session: Week 3
By County Staff, Corcoran & Johnston, Ericks Consulting
Monday
•

Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation

SB 1308 Revising the required provisions of the water resource implementation rule; requiring the
Department of Environmental Protection and the water management districts to develop and enter
into a memorandum of agreement providing for a coordinated review of any reclaimed water project
requiring a reclaimed water facility permit, an underground injection control permit, and a
consumptive use permit; requiring counties and municipalities to address contamination of recyclable

material in specified contracts; prohibiting counties and municipalities from requiring the collection
or transport of contaminated recyclable material by residential recycling collectors, etc.
SB 1308 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
SB 1612 “Ellie’s Law”; requiring, by a specified date, a commercial airboat operator to have specified
documents on board the airboat while carrying passengers for hire; providing a penalty for violation
of airboat operation requirements, etc.
SB 162 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
SB 1402 Defining the term “state assumed waters”; providing the Department of Environmental
Protection with the power and authority to adopt rules to assume and implement the section 404
dredge and fill permitting program pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act; requiring the department
to adopt rules to create an expedited permit review process, etc.
SB 1402 reported favorable, now in Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural
Resources
SB 1664 Requiring the Department of Environmental Protection and other entities, as part of a basin
management action plan, to develop onsite sewage treatment and disposal system remediation plans
under certain conditions; specifying requirements for the installation, repair, modification, or upgrade
of certain onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems; providing criteria for the prioritization of
funding for wastewater treatment facilities, etc.
SB 1664 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
•

House Appropriations Committee

HB 21 Requires practitioners to complete specified board-approved continuing education course to
prescribe controlled substances; defines "acute pain"; provides for adoption of standards of practice
for treatment of acute pain; limits prescribing of opioids for acute pain in certain circumstances;
requires pain management clinic owners to register approved exemptions with DOH; provides
requirements for pharmacists & practitioners for dispensing of controlled substances to persons not
known to them; conforms state controlled substances schedule to federal controlled substances
schedule; revises & provides definitions; revises requirements for prescription drug monitoring
program.
HB 21 reported favorable, now in Health & Human Services Committee
HB 353 Authorizes person to operate, or engage autonomous technology to operate, autonomous
vehicle in autonomous mode; provides that autonomous technology is deemed operator of
autonomous vehicle operating in autonomous mode; provides construction & applicability; defines
"human operator."
HB 353 reported favorable, will move to Government Accountability Committee
•

Senate Children, families, and Elder Affairs

SB 1418 Authorizing the Department of Health or the Agency for Health Care Administration, as
applicable, to grant exemptions from disqualification for service provider personnel to work solely in
certain treatment programs and facilities; revising provisions relating to background checks and
exemptions from disqualification for certain service provider personnel and volunteers; requiring
recovery residences to comply with specified Florida Fire Prevention Code provisions; revising
background screening requirements for owners, directors, and chief financial officers of recovery
residences, etc.
SB 1418 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
•

Senate Commerce and Tourism

SB 616 Revising the definitions of the terms “motor vehicle dealer,” “franchised motor vehicle
dealer,” “independent motor vehicle dealer,” “wholesale motor vehicle dealer,” and “motor vehicle
broker”; prohibiting persons from engaging in business as, serving in the capacity of, or acting as a
motor vehicle broker in this state without first obtaining a certain license; adding an exception to the
prohibition on persons other than a licensed motor vehicle dealer from advertising for sale or lease
any motor vehicle belonging to another party, etc.
SB 616 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
•

Senate Criminal Justice

SB 936 Revising the list of crimes for which children of specified ages who are charged with
committing, attempting to commit, or conspiring to commit may have an information filed against
them by a state attorney; requiring children of certain ages who are convicted and sentenced to the
Department of Corrections to be kept completely separated from adult offenders in the facility, etc.
SB 96 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
SB 942 Requiring the secretary of the Department of Juvenile Justice to appoint board of directors to
the department’s direct-support organization according to the organization’s established bylaws;
abrogating the scheduled repeal of provisions governing a direct-support organization established by
the department, etc.
SB 942 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
SB 982 Designating the “Care for Retired Law Enforcement Dogs Program Act”; requiring the
Department of Law Enforcement to contract with a corporation not for profit to administer and
manage the program; providing requirements for the disbursement of funds for the veterinary care of
eligible retired law enforcement dogs, etc.
SB 982 reported favorable, now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice
SB 1392 Encouraging counties, municipalities, and public or private educational institutions to
implement prearrest diversion programs; requiring that in each judicial circuit the public defender, the
state attorney, the clerks of the court, and representatives of participating law enforcement agencies
create a prearrest diversion program and develop its policies and procedures; requiring, rather than
authorizing, the Department of Law Enforcement to adopt rules for the expunction of certain

nonjudicial records of the arrest of a minor upon his or her successful completion of a certain
diversion program, etc.
SB 1392 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
SB 1394 Creating an exemption from public records requirements for the personal identifying
information of adults who participate in a prearrest diversion program; providing for future review
and repeal of the exemption; providing a statement of public necessity, etc. Effective Date: On the
same date that SB 1392 or similar legislation takes effect, if such legislation is adopted in the same
legislative session or an extension thereof and becomes a law
SB 1394 was not considered by Criminal Justice Committee

Tuesday
•

House Careers & Competition Subcommittee

HB 725 Requires certain counties & governing bodies of municipalities to post their permit &
inspection fee schedules & inspection utilization reports on their websites; requires certain governing
bodies of local governments to post their building permit & inspection utilization reports on their
websites by specified date; provides reporting requirements.
HB 725 reported favorable, now in Government Accountability Committee
HB 841 Revises provisions related to condominium associations including recordkeeping & financial
reporting requirements, documents required to be posted online, bylaws, board term limits,
rulemaking, owner responsibilities, board member recall & challenge requirements, conflicts of
interest, fines & suspensions, classification as bulk assignee or buyer, board member requirements,
voting procedures, common expenses, & election requirements; provides directors or officers
delinquent in payments are deemed to have abandoned office.
HB 841 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
•

House Heath Care Appropriations Subcommittee

HB 597 Provides that designated facility owned or operated by public health trust & located within
municipal boundaries is under exclusive jurisdiction of county creating public health trust; eliminates
state licensure requirements for clinical laboratories; requires birth center to be federally certified &
meet specified requirements to perform certain laboratory tests.
HB 597 reported favorable, now in Health & Human Services Committee
HB 673 Defines "adverse incident"; requires licensed physicians, certified nurse midwives, or
licensed midwives to report an adverse incident & medical summary of events to DOH within
specified timeframe; requires department to review adverse incident reports & determine if conduct
occurred that is subject to disciplinary action; requires appropriate regulatory board or department to
take disciplinary action; requires department to adopt rules; requires department to develop form to be
used for reporting of adverse incidents.

HB 673 reported favorable, now in Health & Human Services Committee
HB 1099 Provides for issuance, renewal, denial, & revocation of licenses to establish advanced birth
center by AHCA; provides penalty for operating without a license; provides applicability of licensure
requirements under pt. II of ch. 408, F.S., to advanced birth centers.
HB 1099 reported favorable, now in Health & Human Services Committee
•

House Agriculture & Property Rights Subcommittee

HB 1103 Provides that regional rural development grants may be used to hire regional economic
development organization professional staff; provides maximum amount of grant funding that
specified economic development organizations may receive in year; revises amount of required
matching funds; requires certain contracts to include certain information & be placed on certain
websites; provides that improving access to & availability of broadband Internet service may be
included in project that is eligible for rural infrastructure grant funds.
HB 1103 reported favorable, now in Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee
HB 1151 Repeals, creates, and revises provisions for statewide guidelines, standards, & requirements
for developments of regional impact relating to authorizations to develop; applications for approval of
development; concurrent plan amendments; preapplication procedures; preliminary development
agreements; conceptual agency reviews; local notice & regional reports; developments inside &
outside areas of critical state concern; local government development orders; construction of
mitigation facilities; impact fee & exaction credits; comprehensive development applications &
master plan development orders; abandonment of developments; dense urban land area exemptions;
Florida Quality Developments & Quality Developments Review Board; Administration Commission
guidelines & standards; state land planning agency agreements; Florida Land & Water Adjudicatory
Commission requirements; local government permit approvals & extensions, reviews & certifications;
uniform reviews of developments by state land planning agency & regional planning agencies.
HB 151 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
•

House Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee

HB 633 Creates Florida Smart City Challenge Grant Program within DOT; provides program goals &
grant eligibility requirements; requires DOT to issue request for proposals; provides proposal
requirements, grant award requirements, & requirements for use of grant funds; requires reports;
requires administrative support by DOT.
HB 633 reported favorable, now in Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee
HB 807 Provides voting membership requirements for certain metropolitan planning organizations
designated on or after specified date.
HB 807 reported favorable, now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee
HB 963 Establishes maximum rate that local governments may charge to immobilize vehicles or
vessels; defines "immobilize"; prohibits local governments from enacting certain ordinances or rules
that impose fees or charges on specified entities; provides exceptions; prohibits local governments

from imposing charges on certain entities related to vehicles or vessels; provides exception;
authorizes certain persons to place liens on vehicles or vessels to recover specified fees or ch.
HB 963 reported favorable, now in Government Accountability Committee
•

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic
Development

SB 90 Revising the legislative intent relating to the authorization of law enforcement officers to stop
motor vehicles and issue citations to persons who are texting while driving; requiring deposit of fines
into the Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund; requiring a law enforcement officer to inform a
person who is stopped for texting while driving of the person’s right to decline a search of his or her
wireless communications device, etc.
SB 90 reported favorable, will move to Appropriations
SB 1130 Re-creating the Land Acquisition Trust Fund within the Department of State without
modification; abrogating provisions relating to the termination of the trust fund, to conform, etc.
SB 1130 reported favorable, now in Appropriations
•

House Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee

HB 2339 Town Hall Waterproofing and Roof Replacement: Provides an appropriation for the Town
of Lake Park - Town Hall Waterproofing and Roof Replacement. APPROPRIATION: $250,000.00
HB 2339 reported favorable, now in Appropriations Committee
•

House Insurance & Banking Subcommittee

HB 1073 Revises requirements for electronic originals & copying of certain records media; revises
certain bureau names & creates new bureaus; revises service options for child transition plans;
provides certain exemptions for members & veterans of armed forces; requires adjustments to
Regulatory Trust Fund; revises requirements for licensure or appointment of managing general agents
under the Florida Insurance Code; revises license application process for managing general agent;
revises terms of office for Florida Fire Safety Board; deletes provision for staffing and funding
formula of Florida State Fire College.
HB 1073 reported favorable, will move to Government Operations & Technology Appropriations
Subcommittee
HB 97 Provides retention multiple for specified coverage level; provides additional coverage option
after specified date; revises calculation & application of cash build-up factor; revises authority of OIR
to levy emergency assessments.
HB 97 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
•

House Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee

HB 1149 Provides examples of reclaimed water use that may create impact offset; revises required
provisions of water resource implementation rule; requires DEP & water management districts to
develop & enter into certain memorandum of agreement; prohibits counties & municipalities from
requiring recycling of contaminated recyclable material; provides that counties, municipalities, &
recyclable material contractors are not required to collect, transport, or process contaminated
recyclable material; provides that local government may not require further verification from
department for certain projects; revises types of dock & pier replacements & repairs that are exempt
from such verification & certain permitting requirements.
HB 1149 reported favorable, will move to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations
Subcommittee
•

House Children, Families & Seniors Subcommittee

HB 1005 Requires Sheriff of Walton County to provide all child protective investigations in county
beginning in FY 2018-2019.
HB 1005 reported favorable, will move to Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee
HB1105 Provides for name of child's guardian ad litem or attorney ad litem to be entered on court
orders in dependency proceedings; requires court to advise parents during adjudicatory hearing of
actions required to achieve reunification; requires court to hold permanency hearings within specified
timeframes until permanency is determined; requires court to enter written order of disposition of
child following termination of parental rights within specified timeframe.
HB 1105 reported favorable, now in Civil Justice & Claims Subcommittee
•

House Oversight, Transparency, & Administration Subcommittee

HB 79 Specifies conditions under which members of board or commission of state agency or
authority or of agency or authority of county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision may
participate in fact-finding exercises or excursions.
HB 79 reported favorable, now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee
HB 155 Abrogates scheduled repeal of state saltwater reptile & state horse designations; designates
Florida Cracker Cattle as official state heritage cattle breed.
HB 155 reported favorable, now in Government Accountability Committee
HB 889 West Palm Beach Police Pension Fund of the City of West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County:
Revises retirement pension calculation.
HB 889 reported favorable, now in Government Accountability Committee
HB 977 Revises limitations on maximum length of participation in DROP for certain instructional
personnel & administrative personnel; requires employer to notify Division of Retirement of DMS
regarding any change in termination date & program participation for each affected member.
HB 977 reported favorable, now in Appropriations Committee

HB 1319 Requires supervisors of elections to enter into agreements with clerks of circuit courts to
receive specified information; requires DHSMV to furnish monthly to DOS list of persons who
identified themselves as aliens; requires DOS to compare such list with statewide voter registration
system & provide names of registered voters who are aliens to supervisor of elections of county in
which voter is registered.
HB 1319 reported favorable, now in Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee
HB 715 Authorizes governmental entities to allow specified entities to use its certificate of
entitlement of exemption for certain tangible personal property; provides procedures for allowing
such use; requires letter of authorization to specify issues regarding risk of damage or loss of
property.
HB 715 has been workshopped by House Oversight, Transparency, & Administration Subcommittee
•

House Tourism & Gaming Control Subcommittee

HB 223 Exempts fantasy contests from certain regulations.
HB 223 reported favorable, now in Ways & Means Committee
•

Senate Banking and Insurance

SB 738 Providing an exemption from public records requirements for fire safety system plans held by
an agency; providing an exemption from public records and public meetings requirements for
information relating to fire safety systems for certain properties and meetings relating to such systems
and information; providing for future legislative review and repeal of the exemptions; providing a
statement of public necessity, etc.
SB 738 reported favorable, now in Governmental Oversight and Accountability
SB 746 Requiring that doorstep refuse and recycling collection containers be allowed in exit corridors
of certain apartment occupancies under certain circumstances; authorizing authorities having
jurisdiction to approve certain alternative containers and storage arrangements, etc.
SB 746 reported favorable, will move to Regulated Industries
•

Senate Community Affairs

SB 1026 Requiring counties to develop a plan for implementing a text-to-911 system and have a
system to receive E911 text messages by a specified date, etc.
SB 1026 reported favorable, now in Governmental Oversight and Accountability
SB 858 Exempting the State of Florida and its political subdivisions from daylight saving time;
requiring that the state and all its political subdivisions observe standard time, etc.
SB 858 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed

SB 1348 Authorizing adjacent lands located within the county or municipality which a petitioner
anticipates adding to the boundaries of a new community development district to also be identified in
a petition to establish the new district under certain circumstances; requiring the county or
municipality to process the addition of the parcel to the district as an amendment to the ordinance that
establishes the district once the petition is determined sufficient and complete, etc.
SB 1348 reported favorable, now in Judiciary
SB 1244 Revising the statewide guidelines and standards for developments of regional impact;
specifying that amendments to a development order for an approved development may not alter the
dates before which a development would be subject to downzoning, unit density reduction, or
intensity reduction, except under certain conditions; requiring local governments to file a notice of
abandonment under certain conditions, etc.
SB 1244 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
SB 1632 Expanding the application of certain provisions related to ordinances and rules imposing
price controls to include the towing or immobilization of vessels; prohibiting counties and
municipalities from imposing charges, costs, expenses, fines, fees, or penalties on registered owners,
other legally authorized persons in control, or lienholders of vehicles or vessels under certain
conditions, etc.
SB 1632 reported favorable, now in Transportation
SB 572 Designating the "Florida High-Speed Passenger Rail Safety Act"; providing powers and
duties of the Florida Department of Transportation; requiring the Florida Division of Emergency
Management to offer, under certain circumstances, the local communities and local emergency
services located along the rail corridor training specifically designed to help them respond to an
accident involving rail passengers or hazardous materials; requiring a railroad company operating a
high-speed passenger rail system to be solely responsible for certain maintenance, improvement, and
upgrade costs, etc.
SB 572 workshopped by Community Affairs
•

Senate Governmental Oversight and Accountability

SB 806 Revising the circumstances when a water management district must publish its intention to
sell surplus lands; revising the process for selling certain lower valued surplus lands, etc.
SB 806 reported favorable, now in Rules
SB 820 Prohibiting certain actions to influence a fire safety inspector to violate the Florida Fire
Prevention Code, other rules of the State Fire Marshal, or ch. 633, F.S., etc.
SB 820 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
SB 1240 Authorizing certain employees to elect to participate in the Florida Retirement System
during a specified period; revising limitations on the maximum length of participation in the Deferred
Retirement Option Program for certain instructional personnel and administrative personnel, etc.

Effective Date: Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act and except for this section, which
shall take effect upon this act becoming a law,
SB 1240 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
• Senate Health Policy
SB 112 Authorizing physician assistants and advanced registered nurse practitioners to execute a
certificate under certain conditions stating that they have examined a person and find the person
appears to meet the criteria for involuntary examination, etc.
SB 112 reported favorable, now in Children, Families, and Elder Affairs

Wednesday
•

House Criminal Justice Subcommittee

HB 581 Authorizes law enforcement agency to issue & serve subpoena in investigation of specified
sexual offenses; specifies requirements regarding nondisclosure of information; provides for judicial
review of nondisclosure requirements.
HB 581 reported favorable, will move to Justice Appropriations Subcommittee
HB 1249 Requires law enforcement adhere to specified requirements to obtain content of electronic
communications; revises provisions concerning when judge may authorize interception; prohibits
unlawful access to communications stored in specified devices; requires law enforcement obtain
warrant to acquire certain location information; provides procedures for such warrants; provides
limited exceptions in certain circumstances.
HB 1249 reported favorable, will move to Justice Appropriations Subcommittee
•

House Energy & Utilities Subcommittee

HB 971 Prohibits municipality or private company from charging for garbage pick-up services under
certain circumstances; requires municipality or private company to issue credit or refund; requires
payment of fine if credit or refund is not issued within specified period; prohibits telecommunications
companies and cable & video service providers from charging for certain service interruptions;
requires such entities to issue credit or refund; requires regulatory entity to impose fine if credit or
refund is not given within specified period.
HB 971 workshopped by Energy & Utilities Subcommittee
• House Health Quality Subcommittee
HB 579 Cites act as "Florida Infectious Disease Elimination Act (IDEA)"; authorizes DOH to
establish sterile needle & syringe exchange pilot programs upon request from eligible entities, rather
than single program established in Miami-Dade County.
HB 579 reported favorable, will move to Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee

•

House Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee

HB 901 Palm Beach County: Transfers certain land from Acme Improvement District to Pine Tree
Water Control District.
HB 901 reported favorable, will move to Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee
HB 1019 Requires counties, municipalities, special districts, water management districts, & district
school boards to submit certain budget & financial information to specified entities; requires certain
budget information to remain posted on such entity's official website for specified period of time;
revises reporting deadlines, with exception; provides penalties; requires Office of Economic &
Demographic Research to develop forms for reporting certain budget information.
HB 1019 reported favorable, will move to Appropriations Committee
HB 1093 Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District, Palm Beach County: Provides for district to
become dependent special district of town; provides boundaries; dissolves independent special
district; requires referendum.
HB 1093 reported favorable, now in Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee
HB1287 Authorizes DHSMV to partner with county tax collectors to issue temporary tags to fleet
vehicles; requires DHSMV to establish memorandum of understanding with fleet company; provides
company eligibility requirements; provides requirements for tag issuance, use, & invalidation;
provides for disciplinary action.
HB 1287 reported favorable, now in Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee
•

House Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee

ANR1 PCB ANR 18-01 -- Trust Funds/Re-creation/Land Acquisition Trust Fund/DACS
ANR 1 Submitted as Committee Bill by Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations
Subcommittee, filed as HB 7051
HB 553 Revises, creates, & repeals various provisions relating to structures used in citrus production;
oyster harvesting licenses; pesticide registration fees; Class "K" & concealed firearm licenses;
charitable & sponsor sales promotions & solicitations; water vending machines; telephone
solicitations; antifreeze & brake fluid brands; liquefied petroleum business licenses; commercial
weights & measures; agricultural commodity marketing; seed labeling, sale, & solicitation; Florida
Forest Service; & government impostor & deceptive advertisements.
HB 553 reported favorable, now in Commerce Committee
•

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources

SB 168 Requiring the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to establish a pilot program for
the eradication of priority invasive species; specifying procedures for the capture and disposal of
animals that belong to priority invasive species; requiring animals that belong to certain nonnative

species to be implanted with a passive integrated transponder tag before sale, resale, or being offered
for sale by a pet dealer, etc. APPROPRIATION: $600,000.00
SB 168 reported favorable, will move to Appropriations
SB 740 Transferring authority to issue licenses for oyster harvesting in Apalachicola Bay from the
department to the City of Apalachicola; revising permitting requirements and operating standards for
water vending machines; revising the circumstances under which liquefied petroleum gas bulk
delivery vehicles must be registered with the department; repealing provisions relating to packet
vegetable and flower seed; creating the “Government Impostor and Deceptive Advertisements Act”,
etc.
SB 740 reported favorable, will move to appropriations
•

House Government Accountability Committee

HB 411 Provides exemption from public records requirements for fire safety system plans held by
agency, exemption from public records & public meetings requirements for information relating to
fire safety systems for certain properties & meetings relating to such systems & information, &
exemption from public meetings requirements for portions of meetings that would reveal such plans
held by agency; provides for retroactive application, for future legislative review & repeal, &
statement of public necessity.
HB 411 reported favorable, Government Accountability Committee is last committee of reference
HB 551 Provides exemption from public records requirements for building plans, blueprints,
schematic drawings, diagrams, & other construction documents received by certain agencies which
depict internal layout or structural elements of certain health care facilities; provides for future
legislative review & repeal of exemption; provides statement of public necessity.
HB 551 reported favorable, placed on Calendar, 2nd reading
HB 7041 Removes scheduled repeal of exemption from public record requirements for certain
records held by, & meetings conducted by, certain entities that enforce more stringent standards of
conduct & disclosure requirements than required by law.
HB 7041 reported favorable, Government Accountability Committee is last committee of reference
GAC2 submitted as Committee Bill by Government Accountability Committee
•

House Public Integrity & Ethics Committee

HB 1113 Provides exceptions to general law; provides that governing body of Palm Beach County
may appoint two additional commissioners to housing authority & remove or suspend same.
HB 1113 reported favorable, will move to Government Accountability Committee
HB 7037 Requires governing body of municipality to determine dates on which initial & runoff
elections for municipal office are held & providing options therefor; preempts to state authority to
establish election dates for municipal elections; requires municipal recall elections to be held

concurrently with municipal elections under certain conditions; repeals provision relating to change
of dates for cause in municipal elections; extends terms of incumbent elected municipal officers until
next municipal election.
HB 7037 reported favorable, Public Integrity & Ethics Committee is the last committee of reference
•

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services

SB 138 Citing this act as the "Florida Families First Act"; requiring the Department of Health to
create public service announcements to educate the public on perinatal mental health care; revising
components that are included in the postpartum evaluation and follow-up care provided by birth
centers to include a mental health screening and the provision of certain information on postpartum
depression, etc.
SB 138 reported favorable, will move to Appropriations
SB 800 Citing this act as the “Florida Infectious Disease Elimination Act (IDEA)”; authorizing the
Department of Health to establish sterile needle and syringe exchange pilot programs upon request
from eligible entities, rather than a single program established in Miami-Dade County, etc.
SB 800 reported favorable, now in Appropriations
SB 960 Deleting a provision requiring the Department of Children and Families to develop a
certification process by rule for community substance abuse prevention coalitions; requiring the
department to request a defendant’s medical information from a county jail within a certain timeframe
after receiving a completed commitment packet order and other required documentation, etc.
SB 960 reported favorable, now in Appropriations
• House Commerce Committee
HB 813 Authorizes security officer training classes to be offered online; requires DACS to establish
reporting requirements for verification of training submission.
HB 813 reported favorable, Commerce Committee is the last committee of reference
•

Senate Appropriations

SB 8 Prohibiting managed care plans and their fiscal agents or intermediaries from imposing certain
requirements or conditions on recipients as a prerequisite to receiving medication-assisted treatment
(MAT) services to treat substance abuse disorders; authorizing certain boards to require practitioners
to complete a specified board-approved continuing education course to obtain authorization to
prescribe controlled substances as part of biennial license renewal; authorizing disciplinary action
against practitioners for violating specified provisions relating to controlled substances; prohibiting
the dispensing of certain controlled substances in an amount that exceeds a 3-day supply or a
medically necessary 7-day supply if certain criteria are met, etc. APPROPRIATION: $53,555,360.00
SB 8 reported favorable, will move on to Rules

SB 222 Abrogating the future repeal of provisions related to the guardian ad litem direct-support
organization, etc.
SB 222 reported favorable
SB 290 Requiring the application for motor vehicle registration to include language to indicate an
applicant is hearing impaired; requiring such information to be included in certain databases, etc.
SB 290 not considered by Appropriations
SB 622 Providing that a designated facility owned or operated by a public health trust and located
within the boundaries of a municipality is under the exclusive jurisdiction of the county creating the
public health trust; eliminating state licensure requirements for clinical laboratories; requiring a birth
center to be federally certified and meet specified requirements to perform certain laboratory tests,
etc.
SB 622 not considered by Appropriations
•

House Session

HB 7001 Proposes amendment to State Constitution to prohibit a state tax or fee from being imposed
or raised except through legislation approved by two-thirds of each house of legislature; requires a
state tax or fee imposed or raised to be contained in separate bill that contains no other subject.
HB 7001 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
HB 27 Certificates of Need for Hospitals: Eliminates certificates of need for hospitals; provides
licensure requirements.
HB 27 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
HB 517 State Employees' Prescription Drug Program: Requires DMS to implement formulary
management cost-saving measures; provides requirements for such measures; removes provision that
prohibits department from implementing restricted prescription drug formulary or prior authorization
program in state employees' prescription drug program.
HB 517 temporarily postponed on 2nd reading
HB 57 Designates act as "Pro Bono Matters Act of 2018"; requires payment of due process costs of
litigation of all pro bono attorneys appointed to represent dependent children with special needs,
subject to appropriation & review.
HB 57 temporarily postponed on 2nd reading
HB 6021 Abrogates future repeal of provisions related to guardian ad litem direct-support
organization. Effective Date: upon becoming a law
HB 6021 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading

HB 3 Authorizes & requires Auditor General to conduct certain audits; provides transparency &
accountability provisions applicable to economic development agencies & tourism promotion
agencies; provides penalties; requires county governing board to review certain proposed contracts &
certifications.
HB 3 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
HB 405 Revises definition of "development" to exclude certain utility work on rights-of-way or
corridors & creation or termination of distribution & transmission corridors; requires DEP to consider
certain variance standard for certification of power plants & transmission corridors; specifies PSC
authority to locate transmission lines underground.
HB 405 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
HB 7011 OGSR/School Food and Nutrition Service Program: Removes scheduled repeal of
exemption from public record requirements for personal identifying information of applicants for or
participants in school food & nutrition service program; removes applicability of exemption to such
information held by DCF.
HB 7011 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
HB 273 Prohibits agency that receives request to inspect or copy record from responding to such
request by filing civil action against individual or entity making request.
HB read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
HB 53 Coral Reefs: Establishes Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area.
HB 53 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
HB 25 Revises required information to be included in application for renewal of registration of
employee organization; provides for revocation of certification under certain conditions; requires
certain employee organizations to recertify as certified bargaining agents; provides nonapplicability
with respect to employee organizations that represent or seek to represent certain employees; provides
appropriation & authorizes positions.
HB 25 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
• Senate Session
SB 370 Requiring a specified annual appropriation to the Florida Forever Trust Fund; prohibiting
moneys from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund from being used for specified costs, etc.
APPROPRIATION: $100,000,000.00
SB 370 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
SB 192 Specifying conditions under which members of any board or commission of any state agency
or authority or of any agency or authority of any county, municipal corporation, or political
subdivision may participate in fact-finding exercises or excursions, etc.

SB 192 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
SB 140 Providing that a marriage license may not be issued to a person under the age of 18 years;
requiring parties to a marriage to file a written and signed affidavit with the county court judge or
clerk of the circuit court before the judge or clerk may issue a marriage license; requiring each party
to a marriage to provide his or her social security number or an alien registration number for purposes
of child support enforcement; clarifying that a county court judge or clerk of a circuit court commits a
misdemeanor if he or she issues a blank marriage license or if he or she issues a marriage license
without obtaining the ages and identification numbers of the parties, etc.
SB 140 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
SB 118 Authorizing a member of the State Legislature to visit any district school in his or her
legislative district, etc.
SB 118 read 2nd time, placed on 3rd reading
SB 568 Revising the definition of the term “telephonic sales call” to include voicemail transmissions;
prohibiting the transmission of voicemails to specified persons who communicate to a telephone
solicitor that they would not like to receive certain voicemail solicitations or requests for donations,
etc.
SB 568 read 2nd time, Amendment Adopted (752890); Ordered Engrossed; Placed on Third Reading,
01/31/18

Thursday
•

House Judiciary Committee

HB 33 Requires law enforcement officer to inform motor vehicle operator of certain rights; prohibits
certain actions by such officer; removes requirement that enforcement be accomplished as secondary
action
HB 33 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
HB 385 Revises criteria for determination of whether person is transient occupant; specifies when
transient occupancy ends; provides that party entitled to possession of dwelling must allow former
transient occupant to recover his or her personal belongings at reasonable time & conditions; creates
presumption that personal belongings are abandoned in certain circumstances; authorizes civil actions
for recovery of personal property.
HB 385 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C2) Filed
HB 471 Prohibits operating drone over certain facilities; authorizes use of drone in certain
circumstances to facilitate collection of evidence at scene of crime or traffic crash; authorizes use of
drone by local or state agency for specified purposes.
HB 471 reported favorable, placed on calendar, 2nd reading
•

House Education Committee

HB 63 Provides requirements for use of seclusion, restraint, & exclusionary & nonexclusionary time;
revises school district policies & procedures; requires continuing education & inservice training
relating to students with certain disabilities.
HB 63 reported favorable, placed on calendar, 2nd reading
•

Senate Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities

SB 1586 Requiring the Public Service Commission to hold a series of hearings to determine certain
disaster hardening standards for each electric utility; requiring the commission to issue an order for
the electric utilities to implement and fund their plans, etc.
SB 1586 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
•

Senate Judiciary

SB 970 Prohibiting the arrest, charging, prosecution, or penalizing under specified provisions of a
person acting in good faith who seeks medical assistance for an individual experiencing, or believed
to be experiencing, an alcohol or a drug-related overdose; prohibiting a person from being penalized
for a violation of a condition of certain programs if that person in good faith seeks medical assistance
for himself or herself or for an individual experiencing, or believed to be experiencing, an alcohol or a
drug-related overdose, etc.
SB 970 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C2) Filed

SB 1424 Providing that veterans who were discharged or released under any condition, individuals
who are current or former United States Department of Defense contractors, and individuals who are
current or former military members of a foreign allied country are eligible in a certain Military
Veterans and Service Members Court Program, etc.
SB1424 reported favorable, now in appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice
SB 1396 Adding judges to the Ninth Judicial Circuit Court; adding and removing judges from certain
county courts, etc.
SB 1396 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
•

Senate Transportation

SB 712 Exempting an autonomous vehicle being operated in autonomous mode from a certain
prohibition on the operation of a motor vehicle if the vehicle is actively displaying certain content that
is visible from the driver’s seat while the vehicle is in motion; authorizing a fully autonomous vehicle
to operate in this state regardless of whether a licensed human operator is physically present in the
vehicle; authorizing the Secretary of Transportation to enroll the state in any federal pilot program or
project for the collection and study of data for the review of automated driving systems, etc.
SB 712 reported favorable, Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
SB 818 Providing an exemption from toll payment for persons operating motor vehicles on toll
facilities within a county subject to a mandatory evacuation order, etc.
SB 818 reported favorable, now in Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and
Economic Development
•

House Health & Human Services Committee

HB 417 Provides public records exemption for certain information concerning child advocacy center
personnel or child protection team members & their spouses & children.
HB 417 reported favorable, placed on Calendar, 2nd reading
•

House Session

HB 7001 Proposes amendment to State Constitution to prohibit a state tax or fee from being imposed
or raised except through legislation approved by two-thirds of each house of legislature; requires a
state tax or fee imposed or raised to be contained in separate bill that contains no other subject.
HB 7001 read third time, passed.
HB 27 Eliminates certificates of need for hospitals; provides licensure requirements.
HB 27 read third time, passed.

HB 6021 Abrogates future repeal of provisions related to guardian ad litem direct-support
organization.
HB 6021 read third time, passed.
HB 3 Authorizes & requires Auditor General to conduct certain audits; provides transparency &
accountability provisions applicable to economic development agencies & tourism promotion
agencies; provides penalties; requires county governing board to review certain proposed contracts &
certifications
HB 3 read third time, Amendment Adopted (813833), passed. Engrossed Text (E1) filed
HB 405 Revises definition of "development" to exclude certain utility work on rights-of-way or
corridors & creation or termination of distribution & transmission corridors; requires DEP to consider
certain variance standard for certification of power plants & transmission corridors; specifies PSC
authority to locate transmission lines underground.
HB 405 read third time, passed.
HB 7011 Removes scheduled repeal of exemption from public record requirements for personal
identifying information of applicants for or participants in school food & nutrition service program;
removes applicability of exemption to such information held by DCF.
HB 7011 read third time, passed.
HB 273 Prohibits agency that receives request to inspect or copy record from responding to such
request by filing civil action against individual or entity making request.
HB 273 read third time, passed.
HB 53 Establishes Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area.
HB 53 read third time, passed.
HB 25 Revises required information to be included in application for renewal of registration of
employee organization; provides for revocation of certification under certain conditions; requires
certain employee organizations to recertify as certified bargaining agents; provides nonapplicability
with respect to employee organizations that represent or seek to represent certain employees; provides
appropriation & authorizes positions.
HB 25 read third time, passed.
• Senate Rules Committee
SB 560 Expanding an exemption from public meetings requirements to allow specified entities to
meet in private with an attorney to discuss imminent litigation if certain conditions are met; requiring
the transcript of a private meeting concerning imminent litigation to be made public upon the
occurrence of a certain circumstance; providing for future legislative review and repeal of the
exemption; providing a statement of public necessity, etc.
SB 560 reported favorable, Senate Rules Committee is last of reference

SB 374 Prohibiting certain fantasy contests; exempting fantasy contests from certain regulations, etc.
SB 374 reported favorable, placed on Calendar, 2nd reading
SB 566 Revising factors that establish a person as a transient occupant of residential property;
authorizing a former transient occupant, under certain circumstances, to bring a civil action for
damages or recovery of personal belongings, etc.
SB 566 reported favorable, placed on Calendar, 2nd reading
Friday
•

Joint EDR: Revenue Estimating Impact Conference

HB 987 Prohibits local governments for a specified time from imposing certain fees related to
affordable housing in excess of amounts established by law; specifying the amount to be assessed for
such fees for specified dwellings; provides for appropriations.
HB 987 discussed with no votes taken,
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