
Strengthening our Community Tree Canopy 

Through Education - Module #10 

Hazard Tree Evaluation 
 

Mitigation – the process of reducing 

risk potential. May include: 

• Removing the target 

•  Fencing off the area 

• Removal of dead & broken branches 

• Installation of bracing or cabling 

• Lightning protection systems 

Visual Tree Assessment 
• Is there dieback, gaps, or discoloration   

in the tree’s crown? 

• Is the tree leaning? 

• Are individual branches extending 

beyond the rest of the crown? 

• Does the tree have good tree taper? 

• Are there abnormalities in the trunk, root 

collar, or root zone? 

Hazard Tree Assessment: 

The process of evaluating the likelihood 

that part or all of a tree will fail and cause 

damage and/or injury. A Hazard Tree 

Assessment allows for: 
•  Enhanced public safety 

•  Protection of workers on job sites 

• The promotion of tree longevity by predicting & 

preventing tree structural failure 

This project is made possible by a grant 

through the 2011 National Urban and 

Community Forestry Grant Program and the 

Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services, and the Florida Forest 

Service. 

For more information: 
 http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu   

http:// palm-beach.ifas.ufl.edu  

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu 


