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A Message from the Florida Chamber: COVID-19 
Update 

Friends, our nation is at war, yet 
instead of our military serving on the 
front line battling the enemy, our 
nurses, doctors, and other front-line 
health care heroes are our front line of 
defense. To date, we’ve lost 254 
Floridians to this virus, and sadly, our 
projected one-day total for peak deaths 

in Florida is 242 deaths in ONE DAY in a few short weeks. The models are 
changing daily but we have the best data and it’s going to get worse before it 
gets better – thank God for our front-line healthcare heroes. The Florida 
Chamber is so proud of them and grateful for all they are doing in communities 
to put their health on the line to protect our lives, and I’ve shared [r20.rs6.net] 
our support with every single hospital across Florida.  
  
You’ve likely seen the images, nurses praying on rooftops [r20.rs6.net], 
front-line health care workers desperate for more personal protection 
equipment [r20.rs6.net] (PPE). Thankfully, the spirit of free enterprise is 
helping answer the call in Florida – millions of N95 masks, thousands of 
ventilators and other PPE tracked down through the Florida Chamber’s make-
shift COVID-19 Call Center for healthcare workers are being connected to 
Florida’s Department of Emergency Management. Please continue reaching 
out to Tanya Bechtold in our COVID-19 Call Center if you have the ability to 
manufacture swabs and/or masks, procure them and/or donate them. Contact 
her at tbechtold@flchamber.com or 850-521-1218.  
  
BY THE NUMBERS: Florida now has 13,629 positive COVID-19 cases, that’s 
an increase of 1,279 since yesterday. We’ve had 254 deaths (that’s 33 more 
than yesterday), and 63 counties (one new county, Hamilton, was added) out of 
67 counties are reporting positive cases. Florida has managed to significantly 
increase our testing and we’ve now tested 124,048 (second highest in the 
nation [r20.rs6.net]) and we tested more than 9,150 Floridians yesterday 
alone. Once we get to 200,000 tests in Florida, we’ll be in a similar percentage 
of testing as South Korea, a model that is proving effective so far.   
  
I’m grateful to learn that Miami Congressman Mario Díaz-Balart has been 
deemed COVID-19 free by his doctors, and has reunited with his family. 
Congressman Diaz-Balart has committed to helping others by joining Red 
Cross plasma donation efforts to help others with the virus infection – 
congratulations and thank you Mario.   
  
SAFETY FIRST: Safety is our first priority, that’s why, as an essential business, 
100% of the Florida Chamber team is working remotely (around the clock) to 
ensure our members are getting the best information available to keep 
employees paid and businesses from going under. We’re all in this together, 
and it’s why I’m asking you to join me and the Florida Chamber team in helping 
Surgeon General Scott Rivkees protect Floridan’s from the spread of COVID-19 
by taking the www.StrongerThanC19.com [r20.rs6.net] survey.  
  
I spoke to General Rivkees a few times yesterday and he is seeking input on 
the CDC’s newest guidelines regarding masks [r20.rs6.net] for businesses 
and customers. Please review these brand-new guidelines, and help us provide 
Surgeon General Rivkees your input on the new mask and cloth covering 
guidelines by taking this Florida Chamber Healthcare Partnership Survey 
[r20.rs6.net].  
  
ECONOMIC IMPACT: Certainly, the health aspects of flattening the curve have 
had economic consequences. That’s why we’re encouraging:  

 Small businesses to apply for the Paycheck Protection Program 
[r20.rs6.net] forgivable loan program.  

 Chamber members to know that, thanks to the Florida Chamber’s 
advocacy [r20.rs6.net], businesses will not be subjected to doc 
stamps [r20.rs6.net] taxes if they take out a PPP loan/forgivable 
loan. More on this tax cut initiative at a later time but, for now, thank you 

[r20.rs6.net]  

 

 

 

 

NEW: Guide to Coronavirus Paid 
Leave Programs [r20.rs6.net]  

 
NEW: Workers’ Compensation 
Insurance Guidance Related to 

COVID-19 [r20.rs6.net]  
 

Guide to Coronavirus Paid Leave 
Programs [r20.rs6.net] 

 
Paycheck Protection Program: Apply 

Now [r20.rs6.net] 
PPP Overview [r20.rs6.net] 

PPP for Lenders [r20.rs6.net] 
PPP for Borrowers [r20.rs6.net] 

Application for Borrowers 
[r20.rs6.net] 

 
Help Define Future Small Business 

Assistance: [r20.rs6.net] 
Small Business Loan Survey 

[r20.rs6.net] 
 

What does the Safer at Home Order 
mean for your business? 

[r20.rs6.net] 
 

Essential Services and Activities 
Inquiry Form [r20.rs6.net] 

 
Guide to SBA’s Economic Injury 

Disaster Loans (EIDL) [r20.rs6.net] 
 

Guide to the Employee Retention Tax 
Credit [r20.rs6.net] 

 
Florida Department [r20.rs6.net] 

of Health [r20.rs6.net] 
 

Florida Chamber [r20.rs6.net] 
COVID-19 Toolkit [r20.rs6.net] 

 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

[r20.rs6.net] 
Resources and [r20.rs6.net] 

Guidelines for Business [r20.rs6.net] 
 

Centers for [r20.rs6.net] 
Disease Control [r20.rs6.net] 

 
SBA Disaster Assistance 

[r20.rs6.net] 
 

CDC Stop the Spread of Germs 
Poster [r20.rs6.net] 

 
Apple COVID-19 App [r20.rs6.net] 
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to Team DeSantis for hearing our concern and helping over 2,000,000 
small businesses in Florida.   

 Chamber members to better understand Error! Hyperlink reference not 
valid. under the Governor’s Essential Services and Activities Executive 
Order.  

 Job creators to Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. of what should be 
considered an essential worker.   

 Businesses to use this Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. who might 
need a letter identifying them as an essential worker if they were to get 
stopped by law enforcement.  

  
NEXT STIMULUS PACKAGES: U.S. Senator Marco Rubio was instrumental 
in the passage of the Paycheck Protection Program as part of the federal 
CARES-Act stimulus. We’re continuing our conversations with Senator Rubio 
and Florida’s congressional delegation, our partners in the banking industry, the 
Small Business Administration, and the Small Business Development Center on 
future stimulus changes. Your voice is needed to help ensure small businesses 
are getting the support they need. Please take two minutes to complete the 
Florida Chamber’s Small Business Council Loan Survey [r20.rs6.net].  
  
EDUCATIONAL MEMBERSHIP WEBINAR OFFERINGS: As part of our 
ongoing efforts to connect you with our Chief Economist Dr. Jerry Parrish and 
state and federal leaders, today there are additional opportunities to get the 
latest information and resources via our Chamber webinars:  
  

 Weekly Local Chamber Webinar: Today at 10 a.m. EST – If you are a 
part the Florida Chamber’s Federation of local chambers of commerce 
and/or our partners at the Florida Association of Chamber Professionals 
and want to register for our weekly Local Chamber Specific Webinar, 
please simply email Grant Holcomb at gholcomb@flchamber.com for 
the registration information. Chamber members, please know that your 
local chamber is likely leading the local recovery efforts as soon as it’s 
safe to do so. If you are a state agency or member of Congress and you 
want Florida’s 200 local chambers of commerce to have the latest 
information, simply email Grant at gholcomb@flchamber.com and we’ll 
be in touch. Today, AHCA Secretary Mary Mayhew will be my guest as 
she shares her latest updates and requests for leading chambers. Please 
make supporting your chamber a priority  

 Get Your NEW SBA Loan Questions Answered On Our Webinar: 
Today at 11:30 a.m. EST – REGISTER HERE [r20.rs6.net]. Small 
Business Administration Regional Director Ashley Bell will be among 
the featured speakers. Over 2 million Florida businesses should 
qualify for the new federal loan programs. Trust me, we know you still 
have questions and we’re doing all we can to provide answers. Our 
COVID-19 Chamber team is providing free webinars to all Florida job 
creators who have questions – and our Small Business Council will keep 
doing them until you have everything you need.   

 National COVID-19 Situational Analysis and Economic Recovery 
Webinar: I am the chair of the National Association of State 
Chambers and we’re hosting the first-ever national webinar for State 
Chamber CEO’s and their respective Boards of Directors. The team at 
McKinsey & Company will provide the very latest information on the 
health crisis as well as information needed for state chambers to lead 
state level economic recovery just like we’re doing here in Florida. This 
webinar is open to Trustees of the Florida Chamber Foundation, and also 
Florida Chamber Board members. I’ll report back on the key takeaways 
soon.   

 
CHECK OUT RESOURCES & SHARE THIS MESSAGE: I encourage you to 
see additional resources, as well as all the incredible things your fellow 
Florida Chamber members are doing [r20.rs6.net] by reading our Daily 
COVID-19 Membership Update. If there’s information I’m not providing in this 
daily email, simply let me know and we’ll make every effort to get you what you 
need in our collective time of need. Share this with others and ask them to 
sign-up [r20.rs6.net] to receive a copy.   
 
My Best, 
 
Mark Wilson 
President and CEO 
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 Paycheck Protection Program (PPP): Begin Applying April 3 [r20.rs6.net] 
 PPP Overview [r20.rs6.net] 
 PPP for Lenders [r20.rs6.net] 
 PPP for Borrowers [r20.rs6.net] 
 PPP Borrower Application [r20.rs6.net] 
 NEW - Guide to Coronavirus Paid Leave Programs [r20.rs6.net] 
 NEW - Workers’ Compensation Insurance Guidance Related to COVID-19 [r20.rs6.net] 
 Florida Delays Property Tax Payment Deadline [r20.rs6.net] 
 Professional Licenses Renewals Suspended [r20.rs6.net] 
 Take the Business Damage Assessment Survey [r20.rs6.net] 
 DOL Required Families First COVID-19 Employer Notice Poster [r20.rs6.net] 
 Reemployment Assistance Service Center [r20.rs6.net] 
 Reemployment Assistance Paper Application [r20.rs6.net] 
 Income Tax Filing Deadline Moved to July 15 From April 15 [r20.rs6.net] 
 Payment Due Date for 2019 Tax Payments Delayed for 90 day [r20.rs6.net] 

  

 
 

 

Florida Businesses Responding 

 
 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Airbnb 
Airbnb has launched a global effort to provide housing for frontline medical 
personnel and first responders. Airbnb’s incredible community of generous hosts 
has offered 100,000 places to stay for people responding to the pandemic. 
Through this program, frontline staff can book both free and paid stays in 160 
countries and regions. Airbnb is waiving all fees for these bookings and will not 

profit from these stays. Click here [r20.rs6.net] to learn more.     
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Busch Family Foundation 
The Busch Family Foundation partnering with The Community Foundation 
Martin-St. Lucie have created the “Serving the Servers” fund for individuals 
affected in St. Lucie, Martin and Indian River Counties. The fund provides 
assistance specific for individuals with reduction or loss of income due to COVID-
19 in the restaurant and bar industry. Click here [r20.rs6.net] to learn more.   

 

 

 

Share Your Story: Businesses of all sizes and sectors are stepping up to address [r20.rs6.net] this crisis. Share your 
company’s story by emailing Christi McCray at cristimccray@flchamber.com.   
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 Modeling coronavirus: 'Uncertainty is the only certainty' [r20.rs6.net] 
 Worried $2 trillion wasn’t enough, Trump and congressional leaders converge on need for more aid 

[r20.rs6.net] 
 Boris Johnson 'remains in charge' after coronavirus hospital admission, UK government says [r20.rs6.net] 
 US records over 10,000 coronavirus deaths as infections mount [r20.rs6.net] 
 Social Distancing Is Much Easier Thanks To These 42 Brilliant Things [r20.rs6.net] 
 Cooking at Home in the Time of Coronavirus [r20.rs6.net] 
 What you need to do to get your government stimulus check [r20.rs6.net] 
 Your Guide to the Federal Stimulus Package [r20.rs6.net] 

  

 
 

 

COVID-19: Number of Cases in Florida 
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Data Source: Florida Department of Health’s COVID-19 Dashboard [r20.rs6.net]  
 

 
 

  

 

 

Florida May Be Hit Hardest  
By Economic Shock 

According to a newly released study by Oxford 
Economics, Florida is among the states most 

vulnerable to the economic shock being caused 
by the pandemic. Oxford ranked the 50 U.S states 

and Washington D.C. using 10 measures its 
economists felt could make a local economy more 
vulnerable, including the share of the population 

over 65, dependence on retail sales, and the 
importance of the tourist industry. More here 

[r20.rs6.net].  
 

Earlier Date Predicted for Florida’s Peak 
The day when Florida is projected to have its most 
coronavirus deaths and will be using peak hospital 

resources is about two weeks earlier than 
originally calculated, data shows. The data from 
the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at 
the University of Washington School of Medicine 
released last week said the peak date would be 

May 3.  
More here [r20.rs6.net].  

 
  

Governor Says Unemployment System  
Now Up to Speed 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said Monday that the 
state’s heavily criticized unemployment system 

should now be able to handle the crush of 
applicants it is receiving as workers lose their jobs 
because of the coronavirus outbreak. More here 

[r20.rs6.net].  
  

How Full Are the Hospital Beds in South 
Florida?  

As the coronavirus pandemic moves toward its 
peak in the United States, one of the concerns is 

whether hospitals will have enough capacity. 
Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration 
has begun providing updated numbers for the 
hospital beds and intensive care unit beds that 

remain available by hospital and by county. More 
here [r20.rs6.net].  

 

 

Wall Street Leaps 7% 
Investors grabbed hold of a few glimmers of hope 
Monday that the coronavirus pandemic could be 
slowing and sent stocks surging in a worldwide 
rally, capped by a 7% leap for the U.S. market. 

More here [r20.rs6.net].  
 

Pelosi Seeking $1 Trillion for Next Virus 
Bill  

Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Monday that another 
$1 trillion is needed for the next coronavirus 

rescue package. Pelosi told House Democrats on 
an afternoon conference call that the current aid 

to Americans is not enough. More here 
[r20.rs6.net].  

  
 

Trump Says There’s Light at the End of 
the Tunnel  

While the coming days in the nation’s coronavirus 
fight look bleak, President Donald Trump gave 

Americans some reason to hope. “There’s 
tremendous light at the end of the tunnel,” he said 

at a White House press briefing Monday. More 
here [r20.rs6.net].   

 

 

Countries Reporting Confirmed 
Cases: 164 (+1)  

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, 
Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Aruba, 

Austria, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, 

Bermuda, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Brazil, Brunei, Bulgaria, Burkina 

Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, 
Chile, China, Central African Republic, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Denmark, Dominican Republic, Easter Island, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Equatorial 

Guinea, Estonia, Eswatini, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Gabon, Gaza, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, 

Gibraltar, Greece, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Honduras, Hong 
Kong, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 

Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kosovo, 
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Latvia, 

Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Macau, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, 

Mauritius, Mauritania, Mexico, Moldova, 
Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, 

Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, North Macedonia, 

Norway, Oman, Qatar, Pakistan, Palestine, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 

Portugal, Romania, Russia, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, 
San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 

Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, South Africa, South 
Korea, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, St Vincent 

and the Grenadines, Sudan, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, Taiwan, Tanzania, Thailand, 

Tahiti, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, U.K., 

U.S., Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Zimbabwe, Vatican 
City, Venezuela, and Vietnam.  

 

 

 
National and global updates brought to you by the Florida Chamber in partnership with Hill+Knowlton Strategies.  
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