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Are You Ready?  

We are in the middle of the 2017 Hurricane 

Season, and since September and October 

are historically months of greatest tropical 

activity, have you thought about your 

plan?  Have you made preparations for your 

family?  Equally as important, do they have 

access to all the tools available to make sure 

they are notified well before the danger actu-

ally strikes?   

Those in our field are quick to help others 

prepare for emergencies, but often times for-

get to prepare our loved ones.  We sometimes 

take for granted that they already know, but 

maybe they are relying on us to tell them.  

Have you helped register any relative or 

friend that may require special medical as-

sistance or has transportation needs to our 

Special Needs Program?  Have you pre-

arranged to have your pets go to the Pet 

Friendly Shelter or be taken care of by other 

family and friends?  Do your friends and 

loved ones know where shelters in Palm 

Beach County are located?  Do you have a 

plan on how you will communicate with each 

other in the event you become separated?  Be 

informed.  Have they built a kit?  Do they 

have adequate food, water, and supplies to 

stay at home for at least 3-5 days if they 

don’t evacuate?   

My point is that preparing for the worst is 

not just for everyone else, it is for us too.  We 

should be reaching out to our family, friends, 

and loved ones to tell them the same things 

we tell the general public: make a plan, build 

a kit, get involved, and be informed.   You 

can find more information about how to do 

these things on our website 

www.ReadyPBC.org or by downloading our 

free app “PBC DART” (available on both 

iTunes and Google Play). 

Are you aware of the vast capabilities of PBC 

DART?  It isn’t just a single tool.  This app 

actually rolls several typical emergency mes-

saging products together in one spot.  It will 

tell you whether the EOC is activated, it will 

show you whether you are in an evacuation 

zone, as well as, current evacuation orders.  

It also shows you which of our county emer-

gency shelters are open and how far away 

they are from your location.  After the storm, 

it will show you which gas stations, grocery, 

and building stores are open and/or on emer-

gency power.  Don’t forget to use this app to 

report damages, this is information we need 

to get quickly after a disaster strikes in order 

to have a full and complete situational 

awareness and speed recovery.  This app is 

very useful for anyone living in Palm Beach 

County to 

have valuable 

information 

at their fin-

gertips in an 

emergency 

situation.  Be 

sure to 

spread the 

word to your 

family and 

friends. 

Finally, our 

AlertPBC alert and notification system is a 

quick way to get notified about imminent 

threats to health and safety.  Severe weath-

er, flooding, gas leaks, police activity, and 

more are being pushed to the public through 

our “opt-in” process directly to your wireless 

phone.  Just go to www.alertpbc.com to cre-

ate a profile and add your contact and loca-

tion information.  You can add up to 5 ad-

dresses to your profile, and be notified via 

phone call, text, and/or email. 

My sincerest wish is that we never need to 

use these programs, but my hope is that you 

will be prepared to react if we do.   

Until next time, be safe and well. 

Director’s 
 Corner 

By Bill Johnson, RN, 

CEM, Director, 

PBCDEM 

http://pbcgov.com/DEM/
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Pages/Special-Needs.aspx
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Sections/Planning-Pets.aspx
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Sections/Planning-Pets.aspx
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Pages/Shelters.aspx
http://www.pbcgov.com/knowurzone/#page5
http://www.pbcgov.com/knowurzone/#page5
http://www.pbcgov.com/knowurzone/#page3
http://www.ReadyPBC.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pbc-dart/id526473189?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.pbcgov.pbcdart2
https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736726195#/signup
http://www.alertpbc.com
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Do you know about 

the Flood Mitigation 

Assistance/Pre-

Disaster Mitigation 

Grants? 

The Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Grant Program 

was created as part of the National Flood Insurance Re-

form Act (NFIA) of 1994, with the goal of reducing or 

eliminating claims under the National Flood Insurance 

Program (NFIP).  The FMA Grant Program is focused 

on mitigating repetitive loss (RL) and severe repetitive 

loss (SRL) properties. 

The Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Grant Program is 

authorized by the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 

Emergency Assistance Act, to provide resources to as-

sist states, tribal governments, territories, and local 

communities in their efforts to implement a sustained 

pre-disaster natural hazard mitigation program. 

The FMA Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant Pro-

gram funding priorities for FY2017 are as follow:  

1. Community Mitigation Assistance Activities;  

2. Technical Assistance;  

3. Flood Mitigation Planning;  

4. Competitive funding for property flood mitigation 

projects; and 

5. Any remaining balance of funds will be distributed 

on a competitive basis to all eligible applicants for 

flood hazard mitigation projects. 

 

The PDM Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program 

funding priorities for FY2017 are as follows: 

1. State/Territory allocation for mitigation planning 

and project sub-applications up to $575,000 Federal 

share per states/territories/District of Columbia; 

2. Tribal set aside of $10 million for mitigation plan-

ning and project sub-applications up to $575,000 

Federal share per Federally-recognized tribal appli-

cant. 

3. Competitive mitigation activities 

For both grants, the State of Florida is the applicant 

and any agencies within the state are considered sub-

applicants.  Sub-applicants will apply through the 

eGrants system which will be forwarded to the Florida 

Division of Emergency Management (FDEM).  The ap-

plicant will screen all applications and will forward eli-

gible applications that do not exceed the applicant maxi-

mum to FEMA for funding consideration. 

An online course for how to use the eGrants system can 

be accessed at https://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/

courseOverview.aspx?code=is-30a  

You will need to register to use the eGrants system if 

your agency/municipality has never applied for federal 

grants previously. 

If you have any further questions, you can contact Su-

san Harris-Council at 850-815-4532 or Susan.Harris-

Council@em.myflorida.com 

The deadline to apply in the eGrants system is on or 

before October 2, 2017 at 5:00pm EST. 

FY2017 FMA/PDM Grant Funding Opportunity 

By  Shane Ratliff,   

LMS Coordinator  

LMS Tip of the Day:  
Updating the Status of Projects in the 

Project Prioritized List (PPL) 
____________________________________________ 

There are many projects on the PPL which have 

been completed, deferred, or no one within the mu-

nicipality is assigned to work on implementing the 

project any longer.  We need these projects to come 

off the PPL, so we have a more accurate representa-

tion of Mitigation projects within PBC.   The LMS 

Coordinator will be contacting the contact person 

for each project on the list to verify status, and if 

unable to reach that person, he will contact the 

Town Manager.  If no one is able to verify, the 

Steering Committee will delete the project from the 

PPL before the January 2018 PPL Update. 

If you want to ensure your project stays active on 

the PPL, contact Shane Ratliff at 561-712-6481 or 

SRatlif1@pbcgov.org before November 1, 2017, to 

avoid having to re-submit for the PPL. 

 

https://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/courseOverview.aspx?code=is-30a
https://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/courseOverview.aspx?code=is-30a


The North and South 

Roads Storm water & 

Water Main Improve-

ment Project (formerly 

ranked on the PPL) is a 

community-based project 

that is intended to reduce 

flood hazards in that spe-

cific community.  

Several times a year, nor-

mal and severe rainfall 

events cause flooding in 

the community.  The 

flooding closes streets 

and roads and also causes 

hardship and disruption 

to community access due 

to the fact that the neigh-

borhood has only one ac-

cess road. 

The project aims to con-

struct a storm water infrastructure system to collect 

and manage the storm water runoff generated by the 

contributing area, in order to mitigate and reduce sub-

stantially the current flooding hazards.  It also includes 

replacement and upgrading of the water distribution 

system, transfer of 22 water meter services from the 

back yards to the front, and new fire hydrants. 

The project will benefit approximately 40 property owners 

with an investment of over $1.8 million. 

The Notice to Proceed (NTP) was issued on 1/19/17 and the 

expected Substantial Completion Date is 9/24/17. 

For more information on this project, contact Angela Pry-

mas at PrymasA@bbfl.us 

Thanks to the City of Boynton Beach for taking on this im-

pressive mitigation project! 

Upcoming LMS Working Group Meetings 
 

The LMS Working Group will meet at 9:00 a.m. on the 

following dates:  

 

 September 13, 2017, City of Pahokee/Marina  

 December 13, 2017, Village of Wellington 

 March 14, 2018,  TBA 

 June 13, 2018,  TBA 

We need municipalities/agencies to volunteer to host 
our upcoming meetings!  Please contact Shane Ratliff at 
SRatlif1@pbcgov.org to sign up today! 

 

The public is also encouraged to attend. 

Boynton Beach Goes BIG with Their Latest  

Mitigation Project 

By: Angela Prymas, P.E., LMS Member (Boynton Beach) and  

Shane Ratliff, LMS Coordinator 
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Regional Hazard Mitigation Tool for Water Management 

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) manages the water 

resources in the southern half of the state.  SFWMD covers 16 counties from 

Orlando to the Florida Keys, and serves a population of 8.1 million residents.  As the oldest and largest of Flori-

da’s five water management districts, SFWMD is responsible for managing and protecting the water resources of 

South Florida by balancing and improving flood control, water supply, water quality, and natural systems. 

This tool is in the conceptual stage, and it proposes to develop the South Florida Data Display, Acquisition, Sim-

ulation, and Scenario Management (SFDASS), a customized decision support system for water management.  

SFDASS will be an integrated toolbox to access archived and acquire real-time data, as well as hurricane and 

rainfall forecasts, and then analyze 

the state of the water management 

system and develop and test opera-

tional strategies. 

The toolbox will address the follow-

ing: 

 Flood control 

 Water management 

 Operations 

 Early warning 

 Flood forecasts 

 Operational strategies 

 System response 

 Historical data analysis 

 

For emergency management and response, SFDASS will be used for the following: 

Pre-positioning of emergency equipment and crew.  Based on the forecast of rainfall, storm surge, and flood-

prone areas, SFDASS will be used to strategically determine locations to position emergency equipment and 

staff with the objective of decreasing response times, and increasing protection of people and infrastructure from 

hazards. 

Vulnerability assessment mitigated through operations.  SFDASS will be used to rank areas vulnerable to flood-

ing and provide input to emergency managers tasked with making decisions on operational strategies.  The 

toolbox would give emergency managers insight into current and forecast state of the system, allowing them to 

better assess hydraulics and hydrology, and mitigate economic losses. 

Risk assessment through storm forecasts.  SFDASS contains an early warning system which would be used for 

flood management and storm water drainage, among other needs.  It will be used to create a database of at-risk 

infrastructure, using hurricane forecasts from the National Hurricane Center, and rainfall forecasts from the 

National Climate Center. 

Coordination with local agencies.  SFDASS serves as an emergency management tool and an innovative plan-

ning tool.  It can be used to leverage community and political participation to make the needed policy and regu-

latory changes.  Strong partnerships, knowledge-sharing, and coordination is needed in bringing together the 

right organizations to acquire or relocate hazard-prone structures, infrastructure protection measures, storm 

water management improvements, and flood control projects. 

By  Rama Rani, SFWMD 

LMS Member 

Continued on page 5 



 

Communication and public engagement is critical to cost effectiveness during emergency events. 

The overall architectural framework will be provided by the MIKE OPERATIONS platform, which pro-

vides a proven system in use worldwide (see Lake Okeechobee map above), and has a flexible, open, and 

supported framework for specific solutions.  Many of the core foundational tools and libraries already ex-

ist, are simple, and require only minimal configuration to meet the specified needs.  It has already been 

implemented in the Big Cypress Basin of the SFWMD.  The SFWMD is seeking partnerships with county 

Local Mitigation Strategy committees, as well as communities participating in the Community Rating 

System to expand this product throughout the rest of the SFWMD. (Note:  This project is on the Palm 

Beach County LMS Project Prioritized List ranked at #51). 

The initial draft of the 2020 Palm Beach County Local Mitigation Strategy document will be showcased 

to the public on September 28, 2017 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Lakeview Room of the Wellington Commu-

nity Center, 12150 Forest Hill Blvd, Wellington, FL.  A second public showcase will be held on October 4, 

2017 from 1:30-2:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun 

Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL. 

We want to provide an opportunity for the public to view the 

draft document (LMS2015 is the beginning draft) and make 

comments for the Revisions Subcommittee to consider in the 

LMS2020 update. 

The public is invited to view the Draft LMS2020 (the current 

LMS2015 document) prior to the meeting at Palm Beach Coun-

ty Division of Emergency Management’s website at http://

discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Publications/Local-

Mitigation-Strategy.pdf and are encouraged to comment at 

these public showcases, or send your comments to LMS Coordi-

nator Shane Ratliff, SRatlif1@pbcgov.org and they will be com-

piled and sent to the Revisions Subcommittee for further anal-

ysis and possible inclusion in the LMS2020. 

Continued from page 4 
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LMS2020 Public Showcase Dates 

ATTENTION LMS MEMBERS! 

The Fall 2017 PPL Project Submission Period is coming up!  If you have any mitigation projects you 

would like to submit for scoring and inclusion in the PPL, begin organizing your documentation now.  

The project submission period begins September 15, 2017 with a deadline of 5 p.m. on Friday, October 

6, 2017.  You must submit your projects through the LMS Boards on WebEOC®.  You can find refresher 

training on how to access and use WebEOC® at:  

http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/PDF/LMS%20Board%20Training%202017.pdf.  If you have 

forgotten your password for WebEOC®, please click the “reset password” link from the login screen. 

Further guidance on how to complete and submit a project will also be on the LMS section of our DEM 

webpage at http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Sections/Planning-Local-Mitigation-

Strategy.aspx including a box-by-box guide of the submission form. 

http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Publications/Local-Mitigation-Strategy.pdf
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Publications/Local-Mitigation-Strategy.pdf
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Publications/Local-Mitigation-Strategy.pdf
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Publications/LMS_Training.pdf
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/PDF/LMS%20Board%20Training%202017.pdf
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Sections/Planning-Local-Mitigation-Strategy.aspx
http://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Sections/Planning-Local-Mitigation-Strategy.aspx

