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Accomplishments
Administration
Video Announcement
On June3, 2016, Universityof Miami's SylvesterComprehensiveCancerCenterand Palm
BeachCountyFireRescue'sF.A.C.E. Teamcoordinatedwith PalmBeachCountyFireRescue
Administration,DelrayBeachFire
Rescue, West Palm Beach Fire
Rescue and IAFF Local 2928 to
facilitate a county-wide video
service announcement to the
Region7 FireService.

TheFirefighterCancerSurveyis open to all Region7 firefightersasthe Universityof Miami's
SylvesterComprehensiveCancerCentercontinuesits comprehensivelook into the rates of
cancerin FloridaFireFighters. PalmBeachCountyFireRescuewashonoredto havebeen

A specialthanksto all for the
consistent and cooperative
support that has been
shown to the F.A.C.E. Team
and the Universityof Miami.
Without such support we
would not be asfar alongas
we are and as pivotal a
factor in the planned State
Wide - UM - FCI- Firefighter
CancerInitiative.

chosento assistin breaking
ground on this study and
now assisting the other
departments in furthering /
expanding the footprint of
the study.

Chiefsfrom the three departments
delivered a message for all
firefighters to participate in the
voluntary survey that is underway
and was launched at Palm Beach
CountyFire Rescuein Decemberof
2015. The resulting video will be
releasedshortly.
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Accomplishments

¸Completedthe comprehensiveKronospayrollapplicationto handleall payroll transactionsto
include schedulingand extended leave tracking. This new payroll system will allow for
modifications,flexibilityandreducepapertransactions.
¸Ratifiedthe CollectiveBargainingAgreementwith the ProfessionalFirefighters/Paramedicsof
PalmBeachCounty,Local2928, IAFF,Inc. on August25, 2016. Thepreviouscontractexpiredon
September30, 2015.
¸Continuedto hire new recruits to meet the demandof retiring staff. A total of 80 new staff
were hired and trained this fiscalyear. Thesenew hiresfilled vacanciesand reducedovertime
requiredto meetstaffingrequirements.
¸ Implemented the acceptanceof on-line credit card paymentsfor all emergencymedical
transportsin the final quarter,over300credit cardtransactionswereprocessed.
¸Receiveda U.S. Departmentof HomelandSecurity,FederalEmergencyManagementAgency,
Assistanceto FirefightersGrant award in the amount of $603,371 for the purchaseof 38
automaticchestcompressiondevices.
¸PurchasedFireStation#29, locatedat 10055BelvedereRoad,from the Villageof RoyalPalm
Beach. Thepurchaseof this facility eliminatedan annualrental paymentof $112,500 to the
Village. TheCountyhasbeenprovidingfire rescueservicesto the Villagesince1999.

Career Day
On Saturday October 17, 2015, the 1st
CountywideFire ServiceCareerDaywas held by
the FireChiefsAssociationof PalmBeachCounty.
The event was at the centralized location of
GainesParkand CommunityCenterin WestPalm
Beach. Many departmentsincludingPalmBeach
County Fire Rescue, West Palm Beach Fire
Rescue,BoyntonBeachFireRescue,RivieraBeach
FireRescue,PalmBeachFireRescue,PalmBeach
GardensFireRescue,BocaRatonFireRescue,
Delray BeachFire Rescue,and even Broward County Fire Rescue,to name just a few had
representativespresentto answerquestions. Attendeesthroughoutthe daylearnedof the many
different careersavailablein fire rescueagenciesranging from Internet Technologies,diesel
mechanics,to dispatchersand firefighters. It was encouragingto see the prospectivefuture
employeesgatheringinformation from the departmentsand local educationrepresentativesin
order to better understandhow to pursuea fire servicecareer.

Administration Highlights
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Accomplishments
Bureau of Safety Services [BOSS]

Dispatch
CommunicationsCenter
ThePalmBeachCountyFireRescue
CommunicationsCenter receiveda
complete make-over this past
year. New largerworkstationswere
installedalongwith all new flooring
andcomputercabling. Thiswasthe
first major overhaul since the
CommunicationsCenter moved to
the EmergencyOperationsCenterin
1998.

Certifications
Overthe past fiscalyear,all of the fire investigatorswith PBCFRare now certified through the
InternationalAssociationof ArsonInvestigators(IAAI)as either a Fire InvestigationTechnician
(FIT©)or CertifiedFireInvestigator(CFI©). Currentlywe havethree (3) CFIsand five (5) FITsin
the department. Thisadditional training and expertisehasallowed the InvestigationsDivision
to attain a 39%clearancerate,whichishigherthan the nationalaverageof 32%.
In addition, the PBCFRInvestigationsDivisionhasbeenselectedto participate in a pilot study
for the Universityof Miami FirefighterCancerInitiative (FCI)studyingthe effectsof carcinogens
to fire investigators,a first of its kind in the nation.

The renovation took place
over a period of 2 months. In
addition, a sever position
back-up PSAP/traininglab was
formed. The new back-up
PSAP/traininglab has seven
workstations outfitted with
CAD, 911 Phones, and two
radio consoles. Thisareacan
be utilized for large scale
incidents such as hurricanes
or any other disaster
situations.
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Accomplishments
Emergency Management
PBC AHIMT
During September18-20, 2015, the Palm BeachCountyAll HazardsIncident Management
Team(PBCAHIMT- aka SEFlorida Region7 AHIMT)recently participated in the three-day
CampBlandingOperationIntegrationVIIUrbanSearchandRescue(USAR)statewideexercise.

The PBCRegion7 AHIMTand NEFlorida
(Jacksonville)Region 3 AHIMT worked
very closely with response assets from
across the state to participate in this
important exercise. The All Hazards
Incident ManagementTeams,along with
the Florida National DǳŀǊŘΩǎChemical
EnhancedResponseForcePackage(FLNG
CERFP); Florida USARTeams and Task
Forces; several light technical rescue
teams(LTRT); the FloridaFishand Wildlife
ConservationCommission(FWC); Florida
Air NationalGuard(FLANG),andthe

Florida Forest Service(FFS)establishedan incident command post, determined objectives
needingto be met, developedIncident action plans,and coordinatedcommandand control
throughoutthe operation.
ThePalmBeachCountyAHIMTbeganwork with command,control, operationsand planning
activitiesbeingconducted. Thefollowingday,briefingswereheldwith operationspersonnel,
and air assetswere brought in to move
equipment, K9ΩǎΣand military and civilian
personnel to perform wide-area searches
and remove trapped victims from the
collapsed buildings. Night operations
utilizing air assetsfrom the military were
extremely successfulwith no accidentsor
injuriesreported. Onthe final day,
work continuedas air assetswere usedto
extract personnel,provide reconnaissance,
determine any unmet needs of both the
victims and rescuers, and conduct a
smooth demobilization process. In all,
there were approximately 150 personnel
from dozens of agenciesinvolved in this
exercise.
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Accomplishments
Operations
Career Firefighter of the Year
On the morningof April 4th, 2016, asFirefighterAlfred Pulvirentiwasdriving to work he noticed
that a home wason fire in the developmentalongthe roadwayhe wascurrently on. Firefighter
Pulvirenti stopped his vehicleand jumped a chain link fence running to the front door of the
homeandknockingon the door to get anyoneinsideout to safety.
Therewere three residentssleepingat home and he wasable to safelyescort them all outside,
away from danger. Oncehe was certain the residentswere safe he ran back to the home and
usingthe outsidewater hosedid his best to keepthe flamescontaineduntil the first fire engine
arrived to extinguish the fire. FirefightertǳƭǾƛǊŜƴǘƛΩǎquick thinking and heroic actions were
instrumentalin preventinganyharmfrom comingto the occupants.
Forhis heroicactionsthat dayFirefighterAlfred Pulvirentiwashonoredasthe CareerFirefighter
of the Yearat the 2016 AnnualFire ServiceAwardshostedby CFOand StateFire MarshallJeff
Atwater in Tallahassee. He was also awarded the Maltese Crossby Palm BeachCounty Fire
Rescuefor exhibiting'extremebravery'.


