
     At the June 23, 2015 board meet-

ing, the County Commission ap-

proved a new ordinance prohibiting 

panhandling on county roads.  The 

ban only covers panhandling on 

county streets and medians and does 

not include road shoulders or side-

walks.   

      Over the years, as panhandling 

has been increasing, so have com-

plaints from residents countywide.  A 

recent ban in Broward County caused 

a surge in panhandling in south 

county, creating the catalyst for the 

new ordinance.     

     The new ordinance addresses pub-

lic safety for drivers, pedestrians, and 

panhandlers.  The ban pertains to  
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Panhandling Banned on County Roads 

Palm Beach County Commissioner Steven Abrams, District 4 

anyone standing in the street or median 

soliciting for business and charitable con-

tributions, distributing materials or goods, 

and displaying information.   

     The ordinance, however, does not pro-

hibit anyone from exercising the right to 

protest, which can still take place on the 

side of the road.   

     Additionally, the county worked 

closely with firefighters concerning their 

annual fundraiser (boot drive) that has 

been held on medians. Consequently, an 

arrangement has been made with Publix 

to hold future collections at area stores.   

     The panhandling ban will only cover 

the parts of the county not in municipali-

ties, although individual cities will have 

the option to adopt it.   

    Some significant changes were made to the Animal Care & Control ordinance pertaining to 

community (stray) cats and dogs in public places:  

 

 Dogs are required to be leashed when not on an owner’s or caregiver’s property.  Excep-

tions include law enforcement dogs and dogs at public beaches and dog parks.   

 All community cats must be sterilized, microchipped, vaccinated for rabies and ear-tipped 

for identification.   

 Community cats maintained on private property must have a property owner’s or man-

ager’s permission.   

Community Cats & Dogs in Public Places 
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