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Garbage and recycling: It really pays off  

       The county’s Solid Waste Authority (SWA) reported that it recycled 8.9 billion pounds of garbage from 

2000 to 2013, earned more than $122 million and distributed more than $7.5 million of that to its municipal 

partners.  This also prevented all that garbage from being dumped into a landfill!  

     Also, any recyclables that end up in the regular garbage aren’t lost since all the garbage is burned in the 

new waste-to-energy plant that opened over the summer.  The electricity generated is sold to FP&L and these 

revenues are used to off set operating costs while keeping residents’ and business’ rates down.   
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How to handle e-waste 

No tech in the trash  

     Disposing of your old electronic equipment may take 

a little more time but it is well worth it!   Certain metal 

components and other dangerous materials such as mer-

cury are not only harmful to the environment but can 

cause injury to people when disposed of improperly.   

     The SWA has a number of home chemical and recy-

cling centers (HRRCs) for electronic items which are 

classified as “household hazardous waste” (HHW).  

Some examples include VCRs, stereos, computer CPUs, 

printers, scanners, TVs, and telephone equipment in-

cluding cell phones.  

    Other types of hazardous materials that need to be 

disposed at HCRCs are cleaning products, pool chemi-

cals, paint, used oil, thermostats, pesticides, fireworks 

and propane cylinders.  Please take a few moments to 

review a more comprehensive list at www.swa.org.   

     There are items that are not accepted by the SWA 

such as medical waste, syringes, drugs/medications, ex-

plosives, and radioactive materials.  For more informa-

tion, please call 561-687-1100 for assistance.   

 

     The SWA has made the recycling process fairly sim-

ple when it comes to items such as paper, plastic and 

steel cans.  All residents and businesses should be using 

yellow and blue containers or dumpsters, which are pro-

vided by the SWA for free.  By keeping paper and plas-

tic items separate, the SWA is able to produce a cleaner 

product to sell to the mills that buy recyclables.   

 

  

Revisiting the basics   

Plastics, paper and cans 
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